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October 18, 2026

Welcome

to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service.
We are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your
time with us will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.

We encourage you to stay after worship. Please introduce yourself
to new people, catch up with old friends and make new friends.

May God bless your worship with us today,

Paul Kruse, Pastor
E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com
matt@stjohnhl.com Mobile: 989-992-6030

Compelled by the Love of Christ to Joyfully

Live, Learn, Share, and Serve’


http://www.stjohnhl.com/
mailto:paul@stjohnhl.com

Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of
Christian faith in our community, to all
generations, wherever they may be’

Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost

Service Setting for Today Divine Service Three (pp 184ff)

Prelude
Sharing of the Peace and Welcome

Opening Song “Holy, Holy, Holy"” LSB 507
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee;
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee,
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee,
Which wert and art and evermore shalt be.

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee,
Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see,
Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee,
Perfect in pow'r, in love, and purity.

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!

God in three persons, blessed Trinity!
Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826 Text: Public domain

Invocation LSB 184

In the name of the Father and of the * Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Confession and Forgiveness

RHE
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Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to
grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God'’s Word and self-examination

Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You
that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You
by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite
mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for
us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our
sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and
of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your
grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His
only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who
believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God and has
promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.
Grant this, Lord, unto us all.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit (Entrance)

FRHFRERE

The Lord is your keeper;

the Lord is your shade on your right hand.
| lift up my eyes to the hills.

From where does my help come?

My help comes from the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

He will not let your foot be moved;

Page | 2



he who keeps you will not slumber.
Behold, he who keeps Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep.
The Lord will keep you from all evil;
he will keep your life.
The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in
from this time forth and forevermore.
Glory be to the Father (Sung) LSB 186
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in

the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Kyrie Eleison (Lord, Have Mercy) (Sung) LSB 186
Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy
upon us.
Song of Praise (Sung) LSB 187
Glory be to God on High,

and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. We praise Thee, we bless
Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy
great glory. O Lord God, heav'nly King, God the Father Almighty. O Lord,
the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of
the Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that
sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. For Thou
only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy
Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Prayer of the Day

®H&

The Lord be with you.

And with thy spirit.

Let us pray together...

O God, the protector of all who trust in You, have mercy on us that with
You as our ruler and guide we may so pass through things temporal
that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

First Reading Isaiah 45:3-6
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31 will give you the treasures of darkness and the hoards in secret places, that you
may know that it is |, the LORD, the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 4 For
the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, | call you by your name, | name
you, though you do not know me.® | am the LORD, and there is no other, besides
me there is no God; | equip you, though you do not know me, é that people may
know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is none besides me;
| am the LORD, and there is no other.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 1:4-10
4For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, ®because our
gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and
with full conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among you for
your sake. 8 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the
word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an
example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For not only has the
word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith
in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything. ° For they
themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and
how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 1 and to wait
for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us
from the wrath to come.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia (sung) LSB 190
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Gospel Reading Matthew 22:15-22
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter.
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15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle him in his words. 1® And
they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we
know that you are true and teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not care
about anyone's opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances. 7 Tell us, then,
what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” 8 But Jesus, aware of
their malice, said, “Why put me to the test, you hypocrites? 1 Show me the coin for
the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 2° And Jesus said to them, "Whose
likeness and inscription is this?” 21 They said, “Caesar's.” Then he said to them,
“Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that
are God's.” 22 When they heard it, they marveled. And they left him and went away.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come
to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life = everlasting. Amen.

Children’s Message

Message Song “Take My Life and Let It Be” (55783
Take my life and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;
Take my moments and my days,
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.

Take my hands and let them move
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At the impulse of Thy love;
Take my feet and let them be
Swift and beautiful for Thee.

Take my voice and let me sing
Always, only for my King;
Take my lips and let them be
Filled with messages from Thee.

Take my silver and my gold,
Not a mite would | withhold;
Take my intellect and use
Ev'ry pow'r as Thou shalt choose.

Take my will and make it Thine,
It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is Thine own,
It shall be Thy royal throne.

Take my love, my Lord, | pour
At Thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and | will be

Ever, only, all for Thee.
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-79 Text: Public domain

Message “Signed, Sealed, and Delivered”

Offering
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you
directly to our donation site.

Offering Song - sung LSB 192
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from

me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy

free spirit. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
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Lord's Prayer LSB 196
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

Benediction (Blessing) LSB 202
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and & give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
Closing Song “We Praise You, O God" (S8 785

We praise You, O God, our Redeemer, Creator;
In grateful devotion our tribute we bring.
We lay it before You, we kneel and adore You;
We bless Your holy name, glad praises we sing.

We worship You, God of our fathers, we bless You;
Through trial and tempest our guide You have been.
When perils o’ertake us, You will not forsake us,
And with Your help, O Lord, our struggles we win.

With voices united our praises we offer
And gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise.
With You, Lord, beside us, Your strong arm will guide us.
To You, our great Redeemer, forever be praise!

Text: Julia B. Cory, 1882-1963, alt.
Text: Public domain
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