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Welcome 
to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service. 

We are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your 

time with us will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.  

Today’s service includes the Lord’s Supper. If you are a first-time 

visitor and wish to receive Holy Communion, please speak with one 

of our Elders or myself prior to service.  

We encourage you to stay after worship. Please introduce yourself 

to new people, catch up with old friends and make new friends.  

May God bless your worship with us today, 

Paul Kruse, Pastor 
E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com 
            matt@stjohnhl.com    Mobile: 989-992-6030 
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Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of 
Christian faith in our community, to all 

generations, wherever they may be’  

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost Divine Service One (pp 151ff)  

Prelude 

Welcome and Sharing of the Peace  

Opening Song “Christ is Made the Sure Foundation” LSB 909 

Christ is made the sure foundation, 

Christ, our head and cornerstone, 

Chosen of the Lord and precious, 

Binding all the Church in one; 

Holy Zion’s help forever  And our confidence alone. 

To this temple, where we call You, 

Come, O Lord of hosts, and stay; 

Come with all Your loving-kindness, 

Hear Your people as they pray; 

And Your fullest benediction  Shed within these walls today. 

Grant, we pray, to all Your faithful 

All the gifts they ask to gain; 

What they gain from You, forever 

With the blessèd to retain; 

And hereafter in Your glory  Evermore with You to reign. 

Praise and honor to the Father, 

Praise and honor to the Son, 

Praise and honor to the Spirit, 

Ever three and ever one: 

One in might and one in glory  While unending ages run! 

Text: Latin, c. 8th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 

Text: Public domain 
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Invocation  LSB 151 

L In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
L If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

L Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination 

L Most merciful God,  

C we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

Amen. 
L In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His 

sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives 
the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy 
Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to 
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

C Amen. 

 Service of the Word 

Introit (Entrance)  LSB 152 

L Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
C for his steadfast love endures forever! 
L The stone that the builders rejected 
C has become the cornerstone. 
L This is the Lord’s doing; 
C it is marvelous in our eyes. 
L This is the day that the Lord has made; 
C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
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C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in 
the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

Kyrie Eleison (Lord, Have Mercy) - Sung  LSB 152 

L In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let 
us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 

Hymn of Praise Sung LSB 155 

C This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Worthy 

is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people 

of God. This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are 

His. This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Sing 

with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation. Blessing, 

honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. This is 

the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. For the Lamb 

who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. This is the feast of victory 

for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Prayer of the Day 

L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

L Let us pray together…    

C Gracious God, You gave Your Son into the hands of sinful men who 

killed Him. Forgive us when we reject Your unfailing love, and grant 

us the fullness of Your salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.  Amen. 
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First Reading Philippians 3:4b-14 
4…If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 
5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 

Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 

church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 7 But whatever gain I had, I 

counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because 

of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 

suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain 

Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes 

from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from 

God that depends on faith 10 that I may know him and the power of his 

resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 that 

by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 12 Not that I 

have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, 

because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13 Brothers, I do not consider that I 

have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining 

forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the 

upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia Sung   LSB 156 

C Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal 

life. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Gospel  Matthew 21:33-46 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 

 
33 “Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted a vineyard 

and put a fence around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower and leased it 

to tenants, and went into another country. 34 When the season for fruit drew near, 

he sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit. 35 And the tenants took his 

servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36 Again he sent other 
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servants, more than the first. And they did the same to them. 37 Finally he sent his 

son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw the 

son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and have his 

inheritance.’ 39 And they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed 

him. 40 When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 

tenants?” 41 They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death 

and let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their 

seasons.” 42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: “‘The stone 

that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord's 

doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 43 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of 

God will be taken away from you and given to a people producing its fruits. 
44 And the one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and when it falls on 

anyone, it will crush him.” 45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his 

parables, they perceived that he was speaking about them. 46 And although they 

were seeking to arrest him, they feared the crowds, because they held him to be a 

prophet. 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 
whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
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together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I 
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

Children's Message 

Message Song “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” LSB 770 

What a friend we have in Jesus, 

All our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 

Ev’rything to God in prayer! 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 

Oh, what needless pain we bear— 

All because we do not carry 

Ev’rything to God in prayer! 

Have we trials and temptations? 

Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged— 

Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful 

Who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness— 

Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Are we weak and heavy laden, 

Cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge— 

Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 

Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

In His arms He’ll take and shield thee; 

Thou wilt find a solace there. 
Text: Joseph M. Scriven, 1819–86  Text: Public domain 
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Message “Who Dunnit?” 

Offering 
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you 

directly to our donation site.   

Offering Song - Sung  LSB 159 

C What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? I will offer 
the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. I 
will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. I 
will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, in 

the courts of the Lord's house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.  

Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and proper … Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and singing: 

Sanctus (Holy) – (Sung)  LSB 161 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might: Heaven and earth are 
full of your glory. Hosanna.  Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed 
is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord  LSB 162 
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Pax Domini (Peace of the Lord)  LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) - Sung  LSB 163 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

Distribution of the Holy Sacrament 
The Lord gave this Holy Sacrament to His Church so that His followers might receive His 

love and forgiveness in a visible, tangible way. When the Church celebrates this Sacrament, 

believers are also making a public declaration of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (1 

Cor.11:26). Holy Communion is offered every week at St. John Lutheran, but because it is 

possible to receive the Lord’s Supper to one’s detriment (1 Cor. 11:27-29), we ask all who 

wish to partake of it to examine themselves as follows: 

1. Do I believe that I am a sinner and therefore deserve God’s punishment? 

2. Am I truly sorry that by my sins I have offended God? 

3. Do I believe that God accepts the death of Jesus as payment for my sins and 

therefore forgives my sins for Jesus’ sake alone and not because of any 

goodness or effort on my part? 

4. Do I intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to turn from my sins? 

5. Do I seek to forgive others as God has forgiven me? 

6. Do I believe Christ’s own Word that His body and blood are truly present and 

received in, with, and under the bread and wine (Matt.26:26-28)? 

       If you have been baptized into the Christian faith and can answer “yes” to the above 

questions, you are invited to receive Holy Communion with the assurance of all the blessings 

Scripture promises. Children and those who do not subscribe to these statements are 

welcome to come forward to receive a blessing and should indicate this by keeping their 

hand folded. 

Distribution Song “Chief of Sinners Though I Be” LSB 611 

Chief of sinners though I be, 

Jesus shed His blood for me, 

Died that I might live on high, 

Lives that I might never die. 
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As the branch is to the vine, 

I am His, and He is mine. 

Oh, the height of Jesus’ love, 

Higher than the heav’ns above, 

Deeper than the depths of sea, 

Lasting as eternity! 

Love that found me—wondrous thought! 

Found me when I sought Him not. 

Only Jesus can impart 

Balm to heal the wounded heart, 

Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n, 

Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n, 

Faith and hope to walk with God 

In the way that Enoch trod. 

Chief of sinners though I be, 

Christ is all in all to me; 

All my wants to Him are known, 

All my sorrows are His own. 

He sustains the hidden life 

Safe with Him from earthly strife. 

O my Savior, help afford 

By Your Spirit and Your Word! 

When my wayward heart would stray, 

Keep me in the narrow way; 

Grace in time of need supply 

While I live and when I die. 
Text: William McComb, 1793–1873, alt. Text: Public domain 

Post-Communion Song Sung   LSB 164 

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev'ryone what He has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. He recalls 
His promises and leads His people forth in joy with shouts of 
thanksgiving.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
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Post-Communion Prayer 

P Let us pray.   We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 
us through this beneficial gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Benediction (Blessing)  LSB 166 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 

Closing Song “Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray” LSB 663 vs 1,3,5 

Rise, my soul, to watch and pray; 

From your sleep awaken! 

Be not by the evil day 

Unawares o’ertaken; 

For the foe,  Well we know, 

Is a harvest reaping 

While the saints are sleeping. 

Watch! Let not the wicked world 

With its lies defeat you 

Lest with bold deceptions hurled 

It betray and cheat you. 

Watch and see  Lest there be 

Faithless friends to charm you, 

Who but seek to harm you. 

But while watching, also pray 

To the Lord unceasing. 
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God protects you day by day, 

Strength and faith increasing, 

So that still  Mind and will 

Shall unite to serve Him 

And forever love Him. 

Text: Johann Burkhard Freystein, 1671–1718; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.  Text: Public 

domain 
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