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Compelled by the Love of Christ to Joyfully  
Live, Learn, Share, and Serve ’ 
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Welcome 
to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service. 

We are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your 

time with us will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.  

We encourage you to stay after worship. Please introduce yourself 

to new people, catch up with old friends and make new friends.  

May God bless your worship with us today, 

Paul Kruse, Pastor 
E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com         Mobile: 989-992-6030 

            matt@stjohnhl.com 

http://www.stjohnhl.com/
mailto:paul@stjohnhl.com
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Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of 

Christian faith in our community, to all 
generations, wherever they may be’  

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Service Setting for Today Divine Service Three (pp 184ff) 

Prelude 

Sharing of the Peace and Welcome 

Opening Song “Lord Jesus, Think on Me” LSB 610 

Lord Jesus, think on me  And purge away my sin; 

From worldly passions set me free 

And make me pure within. 

Lord Jesus, think on me,  By anxious thoughts oppressed; 

Let me Your loving servant be 

And taste Your promised rest. 

Lord Jesus, think on me  Amid the battle’s strife; 

In all my pain and misery, 

O be my health and life! 

Lord Jesus, think on me  Nor let me go astray; 

Through darkness and perplexity 

Point out Your chosen way. 

Lord Jesus, think on me  That, when this life is past, 

I may the_eternal brightness see 

And share Your joy at last. 

Text: Synesius of Cyrene, c. 365–c. 414; tr. Allen W. Chatfield, 1808–96, alt. 

Text: Public domain  

Invocation  LSB 184 

L In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
L Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 

grant us forgiveness. 

L Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

L I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination 

L Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You 

that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You 

by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite 

mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for 

us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our 

sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and 

of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your 

grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

L Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His 

only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who 

believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God and has 

promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.   

Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word  

Introit (Entrance) 
L The Lord lifts up the humble; 

C he casts the wicked to the ground. 

L Praise the Lord! For it is good to sing praises to our God; 

C for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting. 

L The Lord builds up Jerusalem; 

C he gathers the outcasts of Israel. 

L He heals the brokenhearted 
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C and binds up their wounds. 

L He determines the number of the stars; 

C he gives to all of them their names. 

L Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 

C his understanding is beyond measure. 

Glory be to the Father (Sung) LSB 186 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

Kyrie Eleison (Lord, Have Mercy) (Sung) LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy 

upon us. 

Song of Praise (Sung) LSB 187 

L Glory be to God on High, 

C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. We praise Thee, we bless 

Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy 

great glory. O Lord God, heav'nly King, God the Father Almighty. O Lord, 

the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of 

the Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that 

sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. For Thou 

only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy 

Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

L The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

L Let us pray together… 

C Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all honor and 

authority. Enlighten our minds by Your Holy Spirit that, confessing 

Jesus as Lord, we may be led into all truth; through the same Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen. 
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First Reading Philippians 2:1-11 
1 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any 

participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by 

being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one 

mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others 

more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own 

interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, 

which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not 

count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the 

form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human 

form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death 

on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name 

that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 

heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus 

Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia (Sung) LSB 190 

C Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

Gospel Reading Matthew 21:28-32 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 

 
28 “What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, ‘Son, 

go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but afterward 

he changed his mind and went. 30 And he went to the other son and said the same. 

And he answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his 

father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax 

collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. 32 For John 

came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax 
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collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it, you did not 

afterward change your minds and believe him. 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Apostles' Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 

day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come 

to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life  everlasting. Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Message Song “Softly and Tenderly” 

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 

Calling for you and for me. 

See, on the portal He’s waiting and watching, 

Watching for you and for me. 

Ref: Come home: come home. 

You who are weary, come home. 

Earnestly, tenderly Jesus is calling, 

Calling “O sinner, come home”. 

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 

Pleading for you and for me? 

What should we linger and heed not His mercies, 
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Mercies for you and for me?  Refrain 

Time is now fleeting; the moments are passing, 

Passing from you and from me. 

Shadows are gathering; death’s night is coming, 

Coming for you and for me.  Refrain 

O for the wonderful love He has promised, 

Promised for you and for me! 

Though we have sinned, He has mercy and pardon, 

Pardon for you and for me.  Refrain 

Message “Split Decision” 

Offering 
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you 

directly to our donation site.  
 

Offering Song - Sung  LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from 

me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy 

free spirit.  Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 196 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

Benediction (Blessing)  LSB 202 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 
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The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 

Closing Song “Jesus Shall Reign” LSB 832 vs 1,3 & 5 

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 

Does its successive journeys run; 

His kingdom stretch from shore to shore 

Till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

People and realms of ev’ry tongue 

Dwell on His love with sweetest song; 

And infant voices shall proclaim 

Their early blessings on His name. 

Let ev’ry creature rise and bring 

Honors peculiar to our King; 

Angels descend with songs again, 

And earth repeat the loud amen. 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. 

Text: Public domain 
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