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September 26, 2026

Welcome

to St. John Lutheran Church and our Contemporary Worship
Service. We are so glad you have chosen to join us today and
we pray your time with us will fill you with the love our Lord
has for you.

Today's service includes the Lord’s Supper. If you are a first-time
visitor and wish to receive Holy Communion, please speak with one
of our Elders or myself prior to service.

We encourage you to stay after worship. Please introduce yourself
to new people, catch up with old friends and make new friends.
May God bless your worship with us today,

Paul Kruse, Pastor

matt@stjohnhl.com

Mobile: 989-992-6030


http://www.stjohnhl.com/
mailto:paul@stjohnhl.com

Compelled by the Love of Christ to Joyfully Live, Learn, Share,

and Serve’
Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of Christian

faith in our community, to all generations, wherever they may
be’

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Prelude “God So Loved”
Come all you weary, Come all you thirsty.
Come to the well that never runs dry.
Drink of the water, Come and thirst no more.

Come all you sinners, Come find His mercy.
Come to the table; He will satisfy.
Taste of His goodness, Find what you're looking for.

For God so loved the world that He gave us His one and only Son to save us.
Whoever believes in Him will live forever.

Bring all your failures, Bring your addictions.
Come lay them down at the foot of the cross.
Jesus is waiting there with open arms.

For God so loved the world that He gave us His one and only Son to save us.
Whoever believes in Him will live forever.
The power of hell forever defeated.
Now it is well, I'm walking in freedom.
For God so loved, God so loved the world.

Praise God, praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him, praise Him For the wonders of His love.
Praise God, praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him, praise Him For the wonders of His love.

For God so loved the world that He gave us His one and only Son to save.
For God so loved the world that He gave us His one and only Son to save us.
Whoever believes in Him will live forever.

The power of hell forever defeated. Now it is well, I'm walking in freedom.
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For God so loved, God so loved the world.
Bring all your failures, bring your addictions.
Come lay them down at the foot of the cross.

Jesus is waiting, God so loved the world

Welcome, Sharing of the Peace and Call to Worship
Opening Song “Holy Spirit Come”

I'm coming with a heart of worship I'm bringing in a brand new song
I'm ready to see the unthinkable I'm ready for a miracle
Hearts praying for a fresh encounter Souls looking to the living God
I'm ready for a real revival O Holy Spirit

Come like a flood like a fire Holy spirit fall in this place fill our hearts
Holy Spirit come like a flood like a fire Holy Spirit come O Holy Spirit come

We're on the edge of a new beginning God we know You have so much more
We're looking to a new horizon We're praying for Your rain to pour
An overflowing of true redemption An overflowing of Your kingdom
We're ready for a real revival O Holy Spirit

Come like a flood like a fire Holy spirit fall in this place fill our hearts
Holy Spirit come like a flood like a fire Holy Spirit come O Holy Spirit come

Oh can you feel it Heaven is reaching Oh can you hear it Our God is speaking
Oh can you see it He's got your healing Oh just receive it Receive the freedom

Oh can you feel it Heaven is reaching Oh can you hear it Our God is speaking
Oh can you see it He's got your healing Oh just receive it Receive the freedom

Come like a flood like a fire Holy spirit fall in this place fill our hearts
Holy Spirit come like a flood like a fire Holy Spirit come O Holy Spirit come

Confession and Forgiveness
“Love Of God”

Song of Praise
It's so good | almost can't believe it

Far beyond what hearts could ever dream
The God who set the galaxies in motion
Would descend to give His life for me
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For what could make perfection bleed for sinners
What leads a King to pay so great a cost
All my life my heart will sing the answer Only the love of God

Singing oh how great is the love of God
He paid our debt on that rugged cross
For all our days we will sing our Savior's praise
How great is the love of God

It's so kind it leads us to repentance
It's so bright the darkness has to flee
Hallelujah it cleared my guilty sentence
For | was bound but now | stand redeemed

For what could break the chains of any prison
What force could rob the power from the grave
What would trade my rags for heaven's riches Only the love of God

Though I try my mind can’t comprehend it
It's so high too marvelous for words
| could sing a million songs about it
And barely scratch the surface of Your worth

This all my life the banner I'll be waving
My anthem cry no matter what may come
And when [ rise to walk the streets of heaven
I'll still be singing this song

Singing oh how great is the love of God
He paid our debt on that rugged cross
For all our days we will sing our Savior's praise How great is the love of God

I'm singing oh how great is the love of God
He paid our debt on that rugged cross
For all our days we will sing our Savior's praise
How great is the love of God
How great is the love of God
Thank You Jesus

First Reading Philippians 2:1-11
' So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in
the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2complete my joy by being of the same mind,
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having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish
ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let
each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. ® Have
this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, ®who, though he was in the
form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, ”but emptied
himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. # And being
found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death,
even death on a cross. ® Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the
name that is above every name, '°so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, ' and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading Matthew 21:28-32
28 “\What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go
and work inthe vineyard today.’ 2 And he answered, ‘I will not’ but afterward

he changed his mind and went. 3® And he went to the other son and said the same. And
he answered, ‘I will, sir, but did not go.3'Which of the two did the will of his
father?” They said, "The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, | say to you, the tax collectors
and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. **For John came to you in
the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the
prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it, you did not afterward change your
minds and believe him.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Children's Message

Message Song “Evidence”
All throughout my history, Your faithfulness has walked beside me.
The winter storms made way for spring. In every season, from where I'm standing
| see the evidence of Your goodness all over my life, all over my life
| see Your promises in fulfillment all over my life, all over my life.

Help me remember when I'm weak, fear may come but fear will leave.
You lead my heart to victory. You are my strength and You always will be.
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| see the evidence of Your goodness all over my life, all over my life
| see Your promises in fulfillment all over my life, all over my life.

See the cross the empty grave; the evidence is endless.
All my sin rolled away because of You oh Jesus.
See the cross the empty grave; the evidence is endless.
All my sin rolled away because of You, oh, Jesus, oh.

| see the evidence of Your goodness all over my life, all over my life
| see Your promises in fulfillment all over my life, all over my life, yeah.
| see the evidence of Your goodness all over my life, all over my life
| see Your promises in fulfillment all over my life, all over my life.

Why should | fear? The evidence is here.
Why should | fear? Oh, the evidence is here.

Message “Split Decision”
Offering

Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you
directly to our donation site.

Prayer of the Church

Lord's Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Sacrament

The Words of Our Lord

Distribution of the Holy Sacrament

The Lord gave this Holy Sacrament to His Church so that His followers might receive His love and
forgiveness in a visible, tangible way. When the Church celebrates this Sacrament, believers are also
making a public declaration of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor.11:26). Holy Communion is
offered every week at St. John Lutheran, but because it is possible to receive the Lord’s Supper to
one’s detriment (1 Cor. 11:27-29), we ask all who wish to partake of it to examine themselves as
follows:
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1. Do | believe that | am a sinner and therefore deserve God'’s punishment?

2. Am I truly sorry that by my sins | have offended God?

3. Do | believe that God accepts the death of Jesus as payment for my sins and therefore
forgives my sins for Jesus’ sake alone and not because of any goodness or effort on my
part?

4. Do I intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to turn from my sins?

Do | seek to forgive others as God has forgiven me?

6. Do | believe Christ's own Word that His body and blood are truly present and received
in, with, and under the bread and wine (Matt.26:26-28)?

If you have been baptized into the Christian faith and can answer “yes” to the above questions, you

are invited to receive Holy Communion with the assurance of all the blessings Scripture promises.

Children and those who do not subscribe to these statements are welcome to come forward to

receive a blessing and should indicate this by keeping their hand folded.

Distribution Song “l Surrender”
Here | am Down on my knees again
Surrendering all Surrendering all
Find me here Lord as You draw me near
Desperate for You Desperate for You
| surrender

gl

Drench my soul As mercy and grace unfold
| hunger and thirst | hunger and thirst
With arms stretched wide | know You hear my cry
Speak to me now Speak to me now

| surrender | surrender

| want to know You more | want to know You more
| surrender | surrender

| want to know You more | want to know You more

Like a rushing wind Jesus breathe within
Lord have Your way Lord have Your way in me
Like a mighty storm Stir within my soul
Lord have Your way Lord have Your way in me

Like a rushing wind Jesus breathe within
Lord have Your way Lord have Your way in me
Like a mighty storm Stir within my soul
Lord have Your way Lord have Your way in me
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Lord have Your way Lord have Your way in me
| surrender | surrender
| want to know You more | want to know You more
| surrender | surrender
| want to know You more | want to know You more

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.
Sending Song “Act Justly, Love Mercy, Walk Humbly”

It all comes down to this What you require of me
Love my neighbor as myself And You above all things

Act justly love mercy walk humbly With You God
In all things in all ways walk humbly With You God
It all comes down to this To be Your hands and feet
Good news to all the world The truth will set us free

Act justly love mercy walk humbly With You God
In all things in all ways walk humbly With You God

It's beauty for ashes It's mourning to dancing
It's closer and closer The Kingdom of heaven
It's beauty for ashes It's mourning to dancing
It's closer and closer The Kingdom of heaven

Years from now we'll see The fruit our hands have sown
faith just like a seed The only way it grows

Act justly love mercy walk humbly With You God
In all things in all ways walk humbly With You God

All song texts published with permission from Song Select License # 2801469
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