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August 9, 2026

Welcome

to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service. We
are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your time
with us will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.
May God bless your worship with us today,
Paul Kruse, Pastor

E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com Mobile: 989-992-6030

Compelled by the Love of Christ to Joyfully
Live, Learn, Share, and Serve’


http://www.stjohnhl.com/
mailto:paul@stjohnhl.com

Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of Christian
faith in our community, to all generations, wherever they

may be’
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost Divine Service One (pp 151ff)
Prelude
Welcome and Sharing of the Peace
Opening Song “A Mighty Fortress” 158 657

A mighty fortress is our God, A sword and shield victorious;
He breaks the cruel oppressor’'s rod And wins salvation glorious.
The old satanic foe Has sworn to work us woe.

With craft and dreadful might He arms himself to fight.

On earth he has no equal.

No strength of ours can match his might. We would be lost, rejected.
But now a champion comes to fight, Whom God Himself elected.
You ask who this may be? The Lord of hosts is He,

Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, God's only Son, adored.

He holds the field victorious.

Though hordes of devils fill the land All threat'ning to devour us,
We tremble not, unmoved we stand; They cannot overpow'r us.
Let this world's tyrant rage; In battle we'll engage.

His might is doomed to fail; God's judgment must prevail!
One little word subdues him.

God's Word forever shall abide, No thanks to foes, who fear it;

For God Himself fights by our side With weapons of the Spirit.

Were they to take our house, Goods, honor, child, or spouse,
Though life be wrenched away, They cannot win the day.

The Kingdom's ours forever!

Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978; Martin Luther, 1483-1546
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002579

Invocation LSB 157

In the name of the Father and of the * Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
Confession and Forgiveness

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Silence for reflection on God'’s Word and self-examination

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His
sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives
the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy
Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit (Entrance)
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| will bless the Lord at all times;

his praise shall continually be in my mouth.
| sought the Lord, and he answered me

and delivered me from all my fears.

Those who look to him are radiant,

and their faces shall never be ashamed.

This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him
and saved him out of all his troubles.

The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him,
and delivers them.

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good!
Blesséed is the man who takes refuge in him!
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Kyrie Eleison (Lord, Have Mercy) (Sung) LSB 152
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
Hymn of Praise (Sung) LSB 154
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: We worship You, we

give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only
Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God: You take away the sin of the
world; have mercy on us. You are seated at the right hand of the Father;
receive our prayer. For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the
Lord, You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in
the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Prayer of the Day

ONEEO N

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray together...

Almighty and most merciful God, preserve us from all harm and danger
that we, being ready in both body and soul, may cheerfully accomplish
what You want done; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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First Reading Psalm 18:1-16
11 love you, O LORD, my strength. 2 The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my
deliverer, my God, my rock, in whom | take refuge, my shield, and the horn of my
salvation, my stronghold.? | call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised, and |
am saved from my enemies.* The cords of death encompassed me; the torrents of
destruction assailed me; ®the cords of Sheol entangled me; the snares of death
confronted me.® In my distress | called upon the LORD; to my God | cried for help.
From his temple he heard my voice, and my cry to him reached his ears.” Then the
earth reeled and rocked; the foundations also of the mountains trembled and
quaked, because he was angry.®Smoke went up from his nostrils, and
devouring fire from his mouth; glowing coals flamed forth from him.? He bowed
the heavens and came down; thick darkness was under his feet.'®He rode on a
cherub and flew; he came swiftly on the wings of the wind.'' He made darkness his
covering, his canopy around him, thick clouds dark with water.’? Out of the
brightness before him hailstones and coals of fire broke through his clouds.
13 The Lorp also thundered in the heavens, and the Most High uttered his voice,
hailstones and coals of fire.' And he sent out his arrows and scattered them; he
flashed forth lightnings and routed them.!® Then the channels of the sea were seen,
and the foundations of the world were laid bare at your rebuke, O LORD, at the blast
of the breath of your nostrils. 1® He sent from on high, he took me; he drew me out
of many waters.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia sung LSB 156
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal
life. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel Matthew 14:22-33
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the fourteenth chapter.
41 Il Il | | il [ ==
U I

Glo -ry to Youu O Lord.

22 |mmediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the
other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 22 And after he had dismissed the
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crowds, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he
was there alone, 24 but the boat by this time was a long way from the land, beaten
by the waves, for the wind was against them. 25 And in the fourth watch of the
night he came to them, walking on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him
walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried out
in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not
be afraid.”?® And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to
you on the water.” 22 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on
the water and came to Jesus. 3° But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and
beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” 31 Jesus immediately reached out
his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, "O you of little faith, why did you
doubt?” 32 And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the
boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”
@ Th|s is the Gospel of the Lord

. Praise to You, O Christ.
Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come
to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life = everlasting. Amen.

Children's Message
Message Song “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me" (sB 722

Lord, take my hand and lead me Upon life’s way;
Direct, protect, and feed me From day to day.
Without Your grace and favor | go astray;

So take my hand, O Savior,

And lead the way.
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Lord, when the tempest rages, | need not fear,
For You, the Rock of Ages, Are always near.
Close by Your side abiding, | fear no foe,
For when Your hand is guiding,

In peace | go.

Lord, when the shadows lengthen And night has come,
| know that You will strengthen My steps toward home.
Then nothing can impede me, O blessed Friend;
So take my hand and lead me
Unto the end.
Text: Julie von Hausmann, 1825-1901; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110002579

Message “Totally Awesome”

Offering
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you
directly to our donation site.

Offering Song - sung LSB 159
What shall | render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? | will offer
the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. |
will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. |
will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, in
the courts of the Lord's house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

Prayer of the Church

Lord's Prayer LSB 162

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from

evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.
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Benediction (Blessing) LSB 166
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ¥ give you peace.

e
A - men
Closing Song “Lord of Our Life” 158 659

Lord of our life and God of our salvation,
Star of our night and hope of ev'ry nation:
Hear and receive Your Church'’s supplication,
Lord God Almighty.

See round Your ark the hungry billows curling;
See how Your foes their banners are unfurling
And with great spite their fiery darts are hurling,
O Lord, preserve us.

Lord, be our light when worldly darkness veils us;
Lord, be our shield when earthly armor fails us;
And in the day when hell itself assails us,
Grant us Your peace, Lord:

Peace in our hearts, where sinful thoughts are raging,
Peace in Your Church, our troubled souls assuaging,
Peace when the world its endless war is waging,
Peace in Your heaven.

Text: tr. Philip Pusey, 1799-1855, alt.; Matthaus Apelles von Lowenstern,
1594-1648 Text: Public domain
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