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July 12, 2026

Welcome

to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service. We
are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your time
with us will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.
May God bless your worship with us today,
Paul Kruse, Pastor

E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com Mobile: 989-992-6030

Compelled by the Love of Christ to Joyfully
Live, Learn, Share, and Serve’


http://www.stjohnhl.com/
mailto:paul@stjohnhl.com

Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of Christian
faith in our community, to all generations, wherever they
may be’
Seventh Sunday After Pentecost Divine Service One (pp 151ff)
Prelude

Welcome and Sharing of the Peace
Opening Song “Word of God, Come Down on Earth” (sB 545
Word of God, come down on earth,

Living rain from heav'n descending;
Touch our hearts and bring to birth
Faith and hope and love unending.
Word almighty, we revere You;
Word made flesh, we long to hear You.

Word eternal, throned on high,
Word that brought to life creation,
Word that came from heav'n to die,
Crucified for our salvation,
Saving Word, the world restoring,
Speak to us, Your love outpouring.

Word that caused blind eyes to see,
Speak and heal our mortal blindness;
Deaf we are: our healer be;

Loose our tongues to tell Your kindness.
Be our Word in pity spoken,

Heal the world, by sin now broken.

Word that speaks God's tender love,
One with God beyond all telling,
Word that sends us from above,
God the Spirit, with us dwelling,

Word of truth, to all truth lead us;
Word of life, with one bread feed us.

Text: James Quinn, 1919-2010
Text: © 1969 OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002579
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Invocation LSB 157

In the name of the Father and of the * Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Confession and Forgiveness

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Silence for reflection on God'’s Word and self-examination

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His
sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives
the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy
Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit (Entrance)

FRFRE RO

The Lord is merciful and gracious,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

As for man, his days are like grass;

he flourishes like a flower of the field;

for the wind passes over it, and it is gone,

and its place knows it no more.

But the steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting on those
who fear him,
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and his righteousness to children’s children,

to those who keep his covenant

and remember to do his commandments.

The Lord has established his throne in the heavens,

and his kingdom rules over all.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Kyrie Eleison (Lord, Have Mercy) (Sung) LSB 152

In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us
pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.

Hymn of Praise (Sung) LSB 154
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: We worship You, we

give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only
Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God: You take away the sin of the
world; have mercy on us. You are seated at the right hand of the Father;
receive our prayer. For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the
Lord, You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in
the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Prayer of the Day

RH®

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray together...

Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written
for our learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and
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inwardly digest them that we may embrace and ever hold fast the
blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

First Reading Isaiah 55:10-13
19“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there
but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and
bread to the eater,' so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not
return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which | purpose, and shall succeed
in the thing for which | sent it. 2 “For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in
peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall break forth into singing, and
all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.’® Instead of the thorn shall come up
the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall make a name
for the LORD, an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading Romans 8:12-17
1250 then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh.
13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to
death the deeds of the body, you will live. ™ For all who are led by the Spirit of God
are sons of God. '® For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear,
but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba!
Father!” 1® The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of
God, "and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with

Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia sung LSB 156
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal
life. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel Matthew 13:1-9
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.

Page | 4



Glo -ry to Youu O Lord.

T That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 And great
crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the
whole crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables,
saying: “A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the
path, and the birds came and devoured them. ® Other seeds fell on rocky ground,
where they did not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they
had no depth of soil, ® but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they
had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns
grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and produced gain,
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. ® He who has ears, let him hear.”

@ Th|s |s the Gospel of the Lord

[ , | N |
. Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come
to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life & everlasting. Amen.

Children's Message

Message Song “Children of the Heavenly Father” LS8 725
Children of the heav'nly Father Safely in His bosom gather;
Nestling bird nor star in heaven
Such a refuge e’er was given.
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God His own doth tend and nourish; In His holy courts they flourish.
From all evil things He spares them;
In His mighty arms He bears them.

Neither life nor death shall ever From the Lord His children sever;
Unto them His grace He showeth,
And their sorrows all He knoweth.

Though He giveth or He taketh, God His children ne’er forsaketh;
His the loving purpose solely

To preserve them pure and holy.
© Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no.
100011308.

n

Message “Fitting Into God's Family

Offering
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you
directly to our donation site.

Offering Song - sung LSB 159
What shall | render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? | will offer
the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. |
will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. |
will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, in
the courts of the Lord's house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

Prayer of the Church

Lord's Prayer LSB 162

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from

evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

Benediction (Blessing) LSB 166
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The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and & give you peace.

f)
I ———i | |
& ——a—>—
[y v __
A - men.
Closing Song “On What Has Now Been Sown" [SB 921

On what has now been sown
Thy blessing, Lord, bestow;
The pow'r is Thine alone
To make it sprout and grow.
Do Thou in grace the harvest raise,
And Thou alone shalt have the praise!

To Thee our wants are known,
From Thee are all our pow'rs;
Accept what is Thine own
And pardon what is ours.

Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive,
And to Thy Word a blessing give.

O grant that each of us,
Now met before Thee here,
May meet together thus
When Thou and Thine appear
And follow Thee to heav'n, our home.
E'en so, amen, Lord Jesus, come!

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt. Text: Public domain
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