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Welcome

to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service.
We are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your
time with us will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.

Today's service includes the Lord’s Supper. If you are a first-time
visitor and wish to receive Holy Communion, please speak with one
of our Elders or myself prior to service .

May God bless your worship with us today,
Paul Kruse, Pastor

E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com Mobile: 989-992-6030

Compelled by the Love of Christ to Joyfully

Live, Learn, Share, and Serve’
Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of
Christian faith in our community, to all generations,
wherever they may be’
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Fifth Sunday of Easter Divine Service One (pp 151ff)

Prelude

Welcome and Sharing of the Peace
Opening Song “The Church’s One Foundation” (S8 644 vs 1,245
The Church’s one foundation Is Jesus Christ, her Lord;
She is His new creation By water and the Word.
From heav'n He came and sought her To be His holy bride;
With His own blood He bought her,
And for her life He died.

Elect from ev'ry nation, Yet one o'er all the earth;
Her charter of salvation: One Lord, one faith, one birth.
One holy name she blesses, Partakes one holy food,
And to one hope she presses
With ev'ry grace endued.

Through toil and tribulation And tumult of her war
She waits the consummation Of peace forevermore
Till with the vision glorious Her longing eyes are blest,
And the great Church victorious
Shall be the Church at rest.

Yet she on earth has union With God, the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion With those whose rest is won.
O blessed heav'nly chorus! Lord, save us by Your grace
That we, like saints before us,

May see You face to face.
Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900, alt. Text: Public domain

Invocation LSB 151
In the name of the Father and of the * Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Confession and Forgiveness
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
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But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Silence for reflection on God'’s Word and self-examination

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His
sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives
the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy
Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit (Entrance) LSB 152
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Praise the Lord! Sing to the Lord a new song,

his praise in the assembly of the godly!

| will extol you, O Lord, for you have drawn me up

and have not let my foes rejoice over me.

O Lord my God, | cried to you for help,

and you have healed me.

O Lord, you have brought up my soul from Sheol;

you restored me to life from among those who go down to the pit.
Sing praises to the Lord, O you his saints,

and give thanks to his holy name.

For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a lifetime.
Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in
the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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Kyrie Eleison (Lord, Have Mercy) - sung LSB 152

In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let
us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.

Hymn of Praise Sung LSB 155
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Worthy

is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people
of God. This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are
His. This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Sing
with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation. Blessing,
honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. This is
the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. For the Lamb
who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. This is the feast of victory
for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Prayer of the Day

NN N

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray together...

O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant
that we may love what You have commanded and desire what You
promise, that among the many changes of this world our hearts may
be fixed where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.
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First Reading Acts 7:51-60
1 "You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the
Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 2 Which of the prophets did your fathers
not persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming
of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, *® you who
received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.”** Now when they
heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. 3 But
he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God. *¢ And he said, “Behold, | see the heavens
opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 57 But they cried
out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at
him. 38 Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid
down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. *? And as they were
stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” ¢ And falling to his
knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And
when he had said this, he fell asleep.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia sung LSB 156
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal
life. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel John 14:1-11
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.
[ A ] Il ] | il ‘\ ==
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Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

1“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me.2In my
Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would | have told you that | go to
prepare a place for you? 3 And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again
and will take you to myself, that where | am you may be also. 4 And you know the
way to where | am going.” ® Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you
are going. How can we know the way?” © Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the
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truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you had
known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know him
and have seen him.”® Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough
for us.” ? Jesus said to him, “Have | been with you so long, and you still do not know
me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us
the Father'? 1° Do you not believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in me?
The words that | say to you | do not speak on my own authority, but the Father
who dwells in me does his works. " Believe me that | am in the Father and the
Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works themselves.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by
whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And |
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 1 acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life ¥ of the world to come. Amen.

Children's Message
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Message Song Abide with Me (5B 878 vs 1,256

Abide with me, fast falls the eventide.
The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide.
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, O abide with me.

| need Thy presence ev'ry passing hour;
What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s pow'r?
Who like Thyself my guide and stay can be?
Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me.

| fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless;
llls have no weight and tears no bitterness.
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
| triumph still if Thou abide with me!

Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes;
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies.
Heav'n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee;
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.

Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793-1847, alt. Text: Public domain

Message “I'd Like to Change My Attitude”

Offering
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you
directly to our donation site.

Offering Song - sung LSB 159
What shall | render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? | will offer
the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. |
will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. |
will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, in
the courts of the Lord's house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

Prayer of the Church
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Service of the Sacrament

®) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

®) Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P It is truly good, right, and proper ... Therefore with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and singing:

Sanctus (Holy) - (sung) LSB 161

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might: Heaven and earth are
full of your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed
is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Lord's Prayer LSB 162

@) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 162
Pax Domini (Peace of the Lord) LSB 163
) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) - sung LSB 163

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Distribution of the Holy Sacrament

The Lord gave this Holy Sacrament to His Church so that His followers might receive His
love and forgiveness in a visible, tangible way. When the Church celebrates this Sacrament,
believers are also making a public declaration of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (1
Cor.11:26). Holy Communion is offered every week at St. John Lutheran, but because it is
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possible to receive the Lord’s Supper to one’s detriment (1 Cor. 11:27-29), we ask all who
wish to partake of it to examine themselves as follows:

1. Do | believe that | am a sinner and therefore deserve God’s punishment?

2. Am | truly sorry that by my sins | have offended God?

3. Do | believe that God accepts the death of Jesus as payment for my sins and
therefore forgives my sins for Jesus’ sake alone and not because of any
goodness or effort on my part?

4. Do | intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to turn from my sins?

Do | seek to forgive others as God has forgiven me?
6. Do I believe Christ's own Word that His body and blood are truly present and
received in, with, and under the bread and wine (Matt.26:26-28)?

gl

If you have been baptized into the Christian faith and can answer “yes” to the above
questions, you are invited to receive Holy Communion with the assurance of all the blessings
Scripture promises. Children and those who do not subscribe to these statements are
welcome to come forward to receive a blessing and should indicate this by keeping their
hand folded.
Distribution Song “The Son of God Goes Forth to War” LsB 661
The Son of God goes forth to war
A kingly crown to gain.
His blood-red banner streams afar;
Who follows in His train?
Who best can drink His cup of woe,
Triumphant over pain,
Who patient bears his cross below—
He follows in His train.

The martyr first, whose eagle eye
Could pierce beyond the grave,
Who saw his master in the sky

And called on Him to save.
Like Him, with pardon on His tongue
In midst of mortal pain,
He prayed for those who did the wrong—
Who follows in his train?
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A glorious band, the chosen few,
On whom the Spirit came,
Twelve valiant saints—their hope they knew
And mocked the cross and flame.
They met the tyrant’s brandished steel,
The lion's gory mane;
They bowed their necks their death to feel—
Who follows in their train?

A noble army, men and boys,
The matron and the maid,
Around the Savior's throne rejoice,
In robes of light arrayed.
They climbed the steep ascent of heav'n
Through peril, toil, and pain.
O God, to us may grace be giv'n

To follow in their train!
Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, alt. Text: Public domain

Post-Communion Song Sung (for Lent we sing the Nunc Dimittis (Now
Dismiss) LSB 164
Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev'ryone what He has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. He recalls
His promises and leads His people forth in joy with shouts of
thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.

Post-Communion Prayer
(P] Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed
us through this beneficial gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Benediction (Blessing) LSB 166
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and & give you peace.

[R\IV4 | N |
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Closing Song “Jesus Lives! The Victory’'s Won" LSB 490 vs 1,4,5
Jesus lives! The vict'ry's won!
Death no longer can appall me;
Jesus lives! Death’s reign is done!
From the grave will Christ recall me.
Brighter scenes will then commence;
This shall be my confidence.

Jesus lives! | know full well
Nothing me from Him shall sever.
Neither death nor pow'rs of hell
Part me now from Christ forever.
God will be my sure defense;
This shall be my confidence.

Jesus lives! And now is death
But the gate of life immortal;
This shall calm my trembling breath
When | pass its gloomy portal.
Faith shall cry, as fails each sense:
Jesus is my confidence!

Text: Christian Firchtegott Gellert, 1715-69; tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812-97, alt.
Text: Public domain
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Sermon Notes
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