St. John
Lutheran
Church

Missouri Synod
2888 W Houghton
Lake Dr
Houghton Lake, Ml
48629
989-366-5164
www.stjohnhl.com
office@stjohnhl.com

00 - Traditional

9

—_ S )

— N ;
C _itrestt Bers" /Q’___s'c’// o

April 5, 2026

Welcome

to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service.
We are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your
time with us will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.

Today's service includes the Lord’s Supper. If you are a first-time
visitor and wish to receive Holy Communion, please speak with one
of our Elders or myself prior to service.

May God bless your worship with us today,
Paul Kruse, Pastor

E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com Mobile: 989-992-6030

Compelled by the Love of Christ to Live,
Learn, Share, and Serve’


http://www.stjohnhl.com/
mailto:paul@stjohnhl.com

Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of
Christian faith in our community, to all
generations, wherever they may be’

Theme of the Day: Job needed a strong hand guiding him and a tender
heart loving him. And that's exactly what God gives him —and us. Resurrection joy
is ours through Job’s most famous words, “I know that my Redeemer lives!”

Prelude
Welcome and Sharing of the Peace
Opening Song “Jesus Christ is Risen Today"” 5B 457

Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia!
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia!
Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!
Unto Christ, our heav'nly king, Alleluia!
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!
Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!

But the pains which He endured, Alleluia!
Our salvation have procured; Alleluia!
Now above the sky He's king, Alleluia!
Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia!

Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!
Praise eternal as His love; Alleluia!
Praise Him, all ye heav'nly host, Alleluia!

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!
Text: tr. Lyra Davidica, 1708, London, alt.; (sts. 1-3): Latin, 14th cent,; (st. 4): Charles Wesley, 1707-88
Text: Public domain

Easter Greeting LSB 184
Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
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Call To Worship
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“l know that my Redeemer lives, and at the end he will stand on the earth.”
(Job 19:25)

He is risen!

"God set him free from death and raised him to life. Death could not hold
him.” (Acts 2:24)

He is risen!

“Three days later, God raised him to life and let him be seen.” (Acts 10:40)
He is risen!

“God'’s Spirit now lives in you and he will raise you to life by his Spirit.”
(Romans 8:11)

He is risen!

Jesus said, "I am the Resurrection and the Life. Everyone who has faith in
me will live, even if they die.” (John 11:25)

He is risen!

“Don't be afraid! | am the First, the Last and the Living One. | died, but now
| am alive forever more and | have the keys to death and the world of the
dead.” (Revelation 1:17-18) Christ is risen!

He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Confession Of Sins
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Forgive us, O Lord, when our besetting sins entangle us and completely
surround us.

Who will rescue me?

Forgive us, Lord, when we are so eager to get, but so reluctant to give; so
ready to receive your gifts, but so unwilling to bear the cross.

Who will rescue me?

Forgive us, merciful Father, when we avoid making any commitment to you;
when we doubt that you really see our sin; when we disobey your
commandments and are satisfied with only living for ourselves.

Who will rescue me?

Forgive us, O God, when we are quick to find fault, but resentful when
someone points out our faults; when we are eager to play, but hesitant to
pray.

Who will rescue me?

Father, forgive us when we rejoice in the temporary, but think little of the
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eternal; when we are so fond of being idle, but show little passion for
helpful service.

Who will rescue me from this body of death?
+A time for confession and meditation+

Who will rescue us from this body of death? Thanks be to God, he delivers
us through Jesus Christ! By the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, |
announce to you the forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the Son t and of the Holy Spirit. Christ is risen!

He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Lord, Have Mercy - Sung LSB 152

In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let
us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.

Hymn of Praise sSung LSB 155
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Worthy

is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people
of God. This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are
His. This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Sing
with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation. Blessing,
honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. This is
the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. For the Lamb
who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. This is the feast of victory
for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Let us pray together...

Almighty God and Father, through your only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, you have overcome death and opened the gate of everlasting
life. Grant that we who celebrate with joy the day of our Lord’s
resurrection may be raised from the death of sin by your life-giving
Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

First Reading Job 19:23-26
23"0Oh that my words were written! Oh that they were inscribed in a book! 24 Oh
that with an iron pen and lead they were engraved in the rock forever! 2> For | know
that my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will stand upon the earth. 26 And after
my skin has been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh | shall see God,

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading 1 Peter 1:3-9
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great
mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead, #to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled,
and unfading, kept in heaven for you, *who by God's power are being
guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. € In this
you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved
by various trials, 7 so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious
than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise
and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8 Though you have not seen
him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice
with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, ® obtaining the outcome of your
faith, the salvation of your souls.

Alleluia sung LSB 156
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal
life. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel Reading Luke 24:1-8
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The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the twenty-fourthchapter.
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1 But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the
spices they had prepared.2And they found the stone rolled away from the
tomb, 3 but when they went in they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While
they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling
apparel. 3 And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the
men said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? é He is not here,
but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the
Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and
on the third day rise.” 8 And they remembered his words,
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by
whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And |
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life ¥ of the world to come. Amen.
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Children’s Message

Message Song “Christ the Lord is Risen Today; Alleluia” .55 463
Christ the Lord is ris'n today; Alleluia!
Christians, hasten on your way; Alleluia!
Offer praise with love replete, Alleluia!
At the paschal victim’s feet. Alleluia!

For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Alleluia!
Sinless in the sinner’s stead. Alleluia!
Christ the Lord is ris'n on high; Alleluia!
Now He lives, no more to die. Alleluia!

Hail, the victim undefiled, Alleluia!
God and sinners reconciled, Alleluia!
When contending death and life, Alleluia!
Met in strange and awesome strife. Alleluia!

Christians, on this holy day, Alleluia!
All your grateful homage pay; Alleluia!
Christ the Lord is ris'n on high; Alleluia!

Now He lives, no more to die. Alleluia!
Text: attr. Wipo of Burgundy, d. c. 1050; tr. Jane E. Leeson, 1809-81, alt.
Text: Public domain

Message “I Know My Redeemer Lives!”

Offering
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take
you directly to our donation site.

Offering Song - sung LSB 159
What shall | render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? | will offer
the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. |
will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. |
will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, in
the courts of the Lord's house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.
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Prayer of the Church
Service of the Sacrament

) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

@) Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

®) It is truly good, right, and proper ... Therefore with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and singing:

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord - (Sung) LSB 167

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might: Heaven and earth are
full of your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed
is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Lord's Prayer LSB 162

@) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
The Peace of the Lord LSB 163
) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Lamb of God - sung LSB 163

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Distribution of the Holy Sacrament
The Lord gave this Holy Sacrament to His Church so that His followers might receive His love and
forgiveness in a visible, tangible way. When the Church celebrates this Sacrament, believers are also
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making a public declaration of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 11:26). Holy Communion is
offered every Sunday at St. John Lutheran, but because it is possible to receive the Lord’s Supper to
one’s detriment (1 Cor. 11:27-29), we ask all who wish to partake of it to examine themselves as
follows:

1. Do | believe that | am a sinner and therefore deserve God'’s punishment?

2. Am | truly sorry that by my sins | have offended God?

3. Dol believe that God accepts the death of Jesus as payment for my sins and therefore forgives
my sins for Jesus’ sake alone and not because of any goodness or effort on my part?

4. Do | intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to turn from my sins?

5. Do I seek to forgive others as God has forgiven me?

6. Do | believe Christ's own Word that His body and blood are truly given and received in and
with the bread and wine (Matt. 26:26-28)?

If you have been baptized into the Christian faith and can answer “yes” to the above questions, you
are invited to receive Holy Communion with the assurance of all the blessings Scripture promises.

Distribution Hymns “The Strife is O’er, the Battle Done"” LSB 464
ref Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

The strife is o'er, the battle done;
Now is the victor's triumph won;
Now be the song of praise begun. Alleluia!

The pow'rs of death have done their worst,
But Christ their legions hath dispersed.
Let shouts of holy joy outburst. Alleluia!

The three sad days have quickly sped,
He rises glorious from the dead.
All glory to our risen Head! Alleluia!

He broke the age-bound chains of hell;
The bars from heav'n’s high portals fell.
Let hymns of praise His triumph tell. Alleluia!

Lord, by the stripes which wounded Thee,
From death’s dread sting Thy servants free
That we may live and sing to Thee. Alleluia! Refrain

Post-Communion Song Sung LSB 164
Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev'ryone what He has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. He recalls
His promises and leads His people forth in joy with shouts of
thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.

Post-Communion Prayer
(P} Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed

us through this beneficial gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

LY .I [ 1 |
A - men.
Benediction

REREFRERE

Alleluia! Christ is risen! Raise your praises high!

With heartfelt thanks we follow Christ, his wondrous love to see.
Alleluia! Christ is risen, nevermore to die!

From death to life we follow Christ, from cross to victory.
Alleluia! Christ is risen, death'’s dark reign is done!

God'’s Holy Spirit guide our steps till life on earth is past.

Alleluia! Christ is risen! Victory is won!

So by God's grace we take our place in paradise at last!

Closing Song “ | Know That My Redeemer Lives” (SB 467 vs 1-2, 7-8

| know that my Redeemer lives;
What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, He lives, who once was dead;
He lives, my ever-living head.

He lives triumphant from the grave;
He lives eternally to save;

He lives all-glorious in the sky;
He lives exalted there on high.
He lives and grants me daily breath;
He lives, and | shall conquer death;
He lives my mansion to prepare;
He lives to bring me safely there.
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He lives, all glory to His name!
He lives, my Jesus, still the same;
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives:
| know that my Redeemer lives!
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