
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 15, 2026 

Compelled by the Love of Christ to Joyfully 
Live, Learn, Share, and Serve’ 

 

 
St. John  
Lutheran 
Church  

Missouri Synod 
2888 W Houghton 

Lake Dr 
Houghton Lake, MI 

48629 
989-366-5164 

www.stjohnhl.com 
office@stjohnhl.com 

Welcome 
to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service. 

We are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your 

time with us will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.  

Today’s service includes the Lord’s Supper. If you are a first-time 

visitor and wish to receive Holy Communion, please speak with one 

of our Elders or myself prior to service. 

 

May God bless your worship with us today, 

Paul Kruse, Pastor 

E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com         Mobile: 989-992-6030 

http://www.stjohnhl.com/
mailto:paul@stjohnhl.com
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Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of 
Christian faith in our community, to all 

generations, wherever they may be’  

Fourth Sunday in Lent Divine Service Three (pp 184ff) 

Prelude 

Welcome and Sharing of the Peace  

Opening Song  “Amazing Grace” LSB 744 

Amazing grace—how sweet the sound— 

That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost but now am found, 

Was blind but now I see! 

The Lord has promised good to me, 

His Word my hope secures; 

He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures. 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares 

I have already come; 

His grace has brought me safe thus far, 

His grace will lead me home. 

Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail 

And mortal life shall cease, 

Amazing grace shall then prevail 

In heaven’s joy and peace. 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 

Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 

Than when we’d first begun. 
Text (sts. 1–4): John Newton, 1725–1807, alt.; (st. 5): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790, 

Richmond  Text: Public domain 
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Invocation  LSB 184 

L In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
L Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 

grant us forgiveness. 

L Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

L I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination 

L Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You 

that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You 

by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite 

mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for 

us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our 

sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and 

of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your 

grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

L Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His 

only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who 

believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God and has 

promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved. 

Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

Introit (Entrance) 

L My eyes are ever toward the Lord, 
C for he will pluck my feet out of the net. 

L One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: 
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C that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze 

upon the beauty of the Lord and to inquire in his temple. 

L For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; 

C he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high upon 

a rock. 

L And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I 

will offer in his tent sacrifices with  shouts of joy; 

C I will sing and make melody to the Lord. 

Gloria be to the Father (Sung) LSB 186 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was 
in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

Kyrie Eleison (Lord, Have Mercy)(Sung) LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy 
upon us. 

Prayer of the Day 

L The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
L Let us pray together… 

  C  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; 
and though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children 
and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may 
heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your 
benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen 

First Reading Isaiah 42:18-20 
18 Hear, you deaf, and look, you blind, that you may see!19 Who is blind but my 

servant, or deaf as my messenger whom I send? Who is blind as my dedicated 

one, or blind as the servant of the LORD? 20 He sees many things, but does not 

observe them; his ears are open, but he does not hear. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel John 9:1-39 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the nineth chapter. 

 
1 As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 And his disciples asked him, 

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus 

answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of 

God might be displayed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent me 

while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the 

world, I am the light of the world.” 6 Having said these things, he spit on the ground 

and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man's eyes with the mud 7 and 

said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and 

washed and came back seeing.8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before 

as a beggar were saying, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some 

said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I am the 

man.” 10 So they said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He 

answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and said to 

me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed and received my sight.” 12 They 

said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”13 They brought to the 

Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a Sabbath day when 

Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 So the Pharisees again asked him how 

he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I 

washed, and I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for 

he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner 

do such signs?” And there was a division among them. 17 So they said again to the 

blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He 

said, “He is a prophet.”18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had 

received his sight, until they called the parents of the man who had received his 

sight 19 and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then 

does he now see?” 20 His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that 

he was born blind. 21 But how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who 

opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 (His parents 
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said these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed 

that if anyone should confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put out of the 

synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”) 24 So for the 

second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give glory 

to God. We know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “Whether he is a sinner 

I do not know. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26 They 

said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He answered 

them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear 

it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28 And they reviled him, saying, 

“You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God has 

spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes 

from.” 30 The man answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know 

where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not 

listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens 

to him. 32 Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the 

eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do 

nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach 

us?” And they cast him out.35 Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having 

found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He answered, “And who 

is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it 

is he who is speaking to you.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped 

him. 39 Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see 

may see, and those who see may become blind.”  

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 
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whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I 
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 

Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Message Song  “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” LSB 528 

 vs 1,4,6,7 

Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing 

My great Redeemer’s praise, 

The glories of my God and King, 

The triumphs of His grace! 

He breaks the pow’r of canceled sin; 

He sets the pris’ner free. 

His blood can make the foulest clean; 

His blood avails for me. 

See all your sins on Jesus laid; 

The Lamb of God was slain. 

His soul was once an off’ring made 

For ev’ry soul of man. 

To God all glory, praise, and love 

Be now and ever giv’n 

By saints below and saints above, 

The Church in earth and heav’n. 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt.  Text: Public domain 
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Message “I Can’t Watch” 

Offering 
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take 

you directly to our donation site.   

Offering Song - Sung  LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit 
from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me 
with Thy free spirit. Amen.  

Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and proper … Therefore with angels and archangels and 

with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and singing: 

Sanctus (Holy) (Sung) LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav'n and earth are full of Thy 
glory. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He, blessed 
is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna, 
hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Lord's Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: LSB 196 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. 
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The Words of Our Lord  LSB 197 

Pax Domini (Peace of the Lord)  LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) (Sung)  LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have 
mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of 
the world, have mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest 
away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace.  Amen. 

Distribution of the Holy Sacrament 
The Lord gave this Holy Sacrament to His Church so that His followers might receive His 

love and forgiveness in a visible, tangible way. When the Church celebrates this Sacrament, 

believers are also making a public declaration of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (1 

Cor.11:26). Holy Communion is offered every week at St. John Lutheran, but because it is 

possible to receive the Lord’s Supper to one’s detriment (1 Cor. 11:27-29), we ask all who 

wish to partake of it to examine themselves as follows: 

1. Do I believe that I am a sinner and therefore deserve God’s punishment? 

2. Am I truly sorry that by my sins I have offended God? 

3. Do I believe that God accepts the death of Jesus as payment for my sins and 

therefore forgives my sins for Jesus’ sake alone and not because of any 

goodness or effort on my part? 

4. Do I intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to turn from my sins? 

5. Do I seek to forgive others as God has forgiven me? 
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6. Do I believe Christ’s own Word that His body and blood are truly present and 

received in, with, and under the bread and wine (Matt.26:26-28)? 

       If you have been baptized into the Christian faith and can answer “yes” to the above 

questions, you are invited to receive Holy Communion with the assurance of all the blessings 

Scripture promises. Children and those who do not subscribe to these statements are 

welcome to come forward to receive a blessing and should indicate this by keeping their 

hand folded. 

Distribution Hymn “O Living Bread from Heaven” LSB 642 

O living Bread from heaven, 

How well You feed your guest! 

The gifts that You have given 

    Have filled my heart with rest. 

Oh, wondrous food of blessing, 

Oh, cup that heals our woes! 

My heart, this gift possessing, 

With praises overflows. 

My Lord, You here have led me 

To this most holy place 

And with Yourself have fed me 

The treasures of Your grace; 

For You have freely given 

What earth could never buy, 

The bread of life from heaven, 

That now I shall not die. 

You gave me all I wanted; 

This food can death destroy. 

And You have freely granted 

The cup of endless joy. 

My Lord, I do not merit 

The favor You have shown, 

And all my soul and spirit 

Bow down before Your throne. 
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Lord, grant me then, thus strengthened 

With heav’nly food, while here 

My course on earth is lengthened, 

To serve with holy fear. 

And when You call my spirit 

To leave this world below, 

I enter, through Your merit, 

Where joys unmingled flow. 
Text: Johann Rist, 1607–67; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. Text: Public domain 

Nunc Dimittis (Now Dismiss) (Sung) LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy 
word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared 
before the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory 
of Thy people Israel. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Ghost, as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end.  Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this beneficial gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Benediction (Blessing)  LSB 202 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
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Closing Song “Just as I Am, Without One Plea” LSB 570 

Just as I am, without one plea 

But that Thy blood was shed for me 

And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Just as I am and waiting not 

To rid my soul of one dark blot, 

To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Just as I am, though tossed about 

With many_a conflict, many_a doubt, 

Fightings and fears within, without, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 

Sight, riches, healing of the mind, 

Yea, all I need, in Thee to find, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

Because Thy promise I believe, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Just as I am; Thy love unknown 

Has broken ev’ry barrier down; 

Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789–1871  Text: Public domain 
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