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Welcome 
to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service. 
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Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of Christian 
faith in our community, to all generations, wherever they 

may be’  

First Sunday in Lent         Divine Service Three (pp 184ff) 

Prelude 

Sharing of the Peace and Welcome 

Opening Song “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken” LSB439 vs 1,3,5,& 8 

O dearest Jesus, what law hast Thou broken 

That such sharp sentence should on Thee be spoken? 

Of what great crime hast Thou to make confession, 

What dark transgression? 

Whence come these sorrows, whence this mortal anguish? 

It is my sins for which Thou, Lord, must languish; 

Yea, all the wrath, the woe, Thou dost inherit, 

This I do merit. 

The sinless Son of God must die in sadness; 

The sinful child of man may live in gladness; 

Man forfeited his life and is acquitted; 

God is committed. 

O mighty King, no time can dim Thy glory! 

How shall I spread abroad Thy wondrous story? 

How shall I find some worthy gifts to proffer? 

What dare I offer? 
Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.  Text: Public domain 

Invocation  LSB 184 

L In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
L Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 
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unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 

grant us forgiveness. 

L Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

L I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination 

L Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You 

that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You 

by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite 

mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for 

us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our 

sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and 

of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your 

grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

L Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His 

only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who 

believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God and has 

promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.   

Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word  

Introit (Entrance) 
L When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; 

C I will rescue him and honor him. 

L With long life I will satisfy him 

C and show him my salvation. 

L Because you have made the Lord your dwelling place— 

C the Most High, who is my refuge— 

L no evil shall be allowed to befall you, 

C no plague come near your tent. 

L For he will command his angels concerning you 

C to guard you in all your ways. 

L On their hands they will bear you up, 
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C lest you strike your foot against a stone. 

L You will tread on the lion and the adder; 

C the young lion and the serpent you will trample underfoot. 

Glory be to the Father (Sung) LSB 186 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

Kyrie Eleison (Lord, Have Mercy) (Sung) LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy 

upon us. 

Prayer of the Day 

L The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

L Let us pray together… 

C O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and 

brought them to the promised land. Guide the people of Your Church 

that following our Savior we may walk through the wilderness of this 

world toward the glory of the world to come; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

First Reading Genesis 3:1-21 
1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD 

God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of 

any tree in the garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the 

fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the 

tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4 But 

the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that when 

you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and 

evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 

delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took 

of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and 

he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. 

And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.8 And they 

heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and 

the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among 
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the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, 

“Where are you?” 10 And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was 

afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you 

were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to 

eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me 

fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this 

that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
14 The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you 

above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, 

and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 15 I will put enmity between you and 

the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your 

head, and you shall bruise his heel.” 16 To the woman he said, “I will surely multiply 

your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children. Your desire shall 

be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.”17 And to Adam he said, “Because 

you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of which I 

commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; in 

pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 18 thorns and thistles it shall bring 

forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. 19 By the sweat of your face 

you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for 

you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 20 The man called his wife's name Eve, 

because she was the mother of all living. 21 And the LORD God made for Adam and 

for his wife garments of skins and clothed them. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading  Matthew 27:15-26 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the twenty-seventh chapter. 

 
15 Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one 

prisoner whom they wanted. 16 And they had then a notorious prisoner called 

Barabbas. 17 So when they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want 

me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” 18 For he knew that 
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it was out of envy that they had delivered him up. 19 Besides, while he was sitting 

on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that 

righteous man, for I have suffered much because of him today in a dream.” 20 Now 

the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and 

destroy Jesus. 21 The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want 

me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22 Pilate said to them, “Then 

what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be crucified!” 
23 And he said, “Why? What evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let 

him be crucified!” 
24 So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was 

beginning, he took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am 

innocent of this man's blood; see to it yourselves.” 25 And all the people answered, 

“His blood be on us and on our children!” 26 Then he released for them Barabbas, 

and having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified. 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Apostles' Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 

day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come 

to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting. Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Message Song “What Wondrous Love is This” LSB 543 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

 What wondrous love is this  That caused the Lord of bliss 
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To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, 

When I was sinking down  Beneath God’s righteous frown, 

Christ laid aside His crown for my soul, for my soul, 

Christ laid aside His crown for my soul. 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing; 

To God and to the Lamb,  Who is the great I AM, 

While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 

While millions join the theme, I will sing. 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on. 

And when from death I’m free,  I’ll sing His love for me, 

And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 

And through eternity I’ll sing on. 
Text: A General Selection of . . . Hymns and Spiritual Songs, 1811, Lynchburg, alt.  Text: Public domain 

Message “Role Reversal” 

Offering 
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you 

directly to our donation site.  

Offering Song - Sung  LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from 

me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy 

free spirit.  Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 196 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
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trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

Benediction (Blessing)  LSB 202 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 

Closing Song “Go to Dark Gethsemane” LSB 436 

Go to dark Gethsemane,  All who feel the tempter’s pow’r; 

Your Redeemer’s conflict see,  Watch with Him one bitter hour; 

Turn not from His griefs away; 

Learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 

Follow to the judgment hall,  View the Lord of life arraigned; 

Oh, the wormwood and the gall!  Oh, the pangs His soul sustained! 

Shun not suff’ring, shame, or loss; 

Learn from Him to bear the cross. 

Calv’ry’s mournful mountain climb;  There, adoring at His feet, 

Mark that miracle of time,  God’s own sacrifice complete. 

“It is finished!” hear Him cry; 

Learn from Jesus Christ to die. 

Early hasten to the tomb  Where they laid His breathless clay; 

All is solitude and gloom.  Who has taken Him away? 

Christ is ris’n! He meets our eyes. 

Savior, teach us so to rise. 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854  Text: Public domain 
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