
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 15, 2026 

Compelled by the Love of Christ to Joyfully 
Live, Learn, Share, and Serve’ 

 

 
St. John  
Lutheran 
Church  

Missouri Synod 
2888 W Houghton 

Lake Dr 
Houghton Lake, MI 

48629 
989-366-5164 

www.stjohnhl.com 
office@stjohnhl.com 

Welcome 
to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service. 

We are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your 

time with us will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.  

Today’s service includes the Lord’s Supper. If you are a first-time 

visitor and wish to receive Holy Communion, please speak with one 

of our Elders or myself prior to service. 

 

May God bless your worship with us today, 

Paul Kruse, Pastor 

E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com         Mobile: 989-992-6030 

http://www.stjohnhl.com/
mailto:paul@stjohnhl.com
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Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of 
Christian faith in our community, to all 

generations, wherever they may be’  

The Transfiguration of Our Lord Divine Service Three (pp 184ff) 

Prelude 

Welcome and Sharing of the Peace  

Opening Song  “Come, Thou Almighty King” LSB 905 

Come, Thou almighty King,  Help us Thy name to sing; 

Help us to praise;  Father all-glorious, 

O’er all victorious, 

Come and reign over us, 

Ancient of Days. 

Come, Thou incarnate Word,  Gird on Thy mighty sword; 

Our prayer attend.  Come and Thy people bless, 

And give Thy Word success, 

And let Thy righteousness 

On us descend. 

Come, holy Comforter,  Thy sacred witness bear 

In this glad hour!  Thou, who almighty art, 

Now rule in ev’ry heart, 

And ne’er from us depart, 

Spirit of pow’r. 

To Thee, great One in Three, Eternal praises be 

Hence evermore!  Thy sov’reign majesty 

May we in glory see, 

And to eternity 

Love and adore. 

Text: English, before 1760, alt.  Text: Public domain 
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Invocation  LSB 184 

L In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
L Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 

grant us forgiveness. 

L Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

L I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination 

L Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You 

that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You 

by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite 

mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for 

us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our 

sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and 

of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your 

grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

L Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His 

only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who 

believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God and has 

promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved. 

Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 
L Exalt the Lord our God, and worship at his holy mountain; 

C for the Lord our God is holy! 

L The Lord reigns; let the peoples tremble! 

C He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake! 

L The Lord is great in Zion; 
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C he is exalted over all the peoples. 

L Let them praise your great and awesome name! 

C Holy is he! 

L The King in his might loves justice. 

C You have established equity; you have executed justice and 

righteousness in Jacob. 

L Exalt the Lord our God; worship at his footstool! 

C Holy is he! 

Gloria be to the Father (Sung) LSB 186 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was 
in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy (Sung) LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy 
upon us. 

Song of Praise (Sung) LSB 187 

L Glory be to God on High, 
C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. We praise Thee, we bless 

Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy 
great glory. O Lord God, heav'nly King, God the Father Almighty. O Lord, 
the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of 
the Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that 
sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. For Thou 
only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy 
Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

L The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 

L Let us pray together… 
 C O God, in the glorious transfiguration of Your beloved Son You 

confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the testimony of Moses and 
Elijah. In the voice that came from the bright cloud You wonderfully 
foreshowed our adoption by grace. Mercifully make us co-heirs with the 
King in His glory and bring us to the fullness of our inheritance in 
heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
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First Reading 2 Peter 1:16-21 
16 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the 

power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his 

majesty. 17 For when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the 

voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved Son, with whom 

I am well pleased,” 18 we ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we 

were with him on the holy mountain. 19 And we have the prophetic word more fully 

confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark 

place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, 20 knowing this 

first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own 

interpretation. 21 For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men 

spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia (Sung) LSB 190 

C Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

Gospel Reading Matthew 17:1-9 

L The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the seventeenth chapter. 

 

1 And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his brother, and 

led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2 And he was transfigured before 

them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as light. 3 And 

behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4 And Peter 

said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I will make three tents 

here, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 5 He was still speaking 

when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, 

“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” 6 When the 

disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. 7 But Jesus came 

and touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” 8 And when they lifted up their 

eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only. 9 And as they were coming down the 
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mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one the vision, until the Son of Man is 

raised from the dead.” 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 
whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I 
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Message Song  “O Savior, Precious Savior” LSB 527 

O Savior, precious Savior, 

Whom yet unseen we love; 

O name of might and favor, 

All other names above, 

We worship Thee, we bless Thee, 

    To Thee, O Christ, we sing; 
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We praise Thee and confess Thee, 

    Our holy Lord and King. 

O bringer of salvation, 

Who wondrously hast wrought 

Thyself the revelation 

Of love beyond our thought, 

We worship Thee, we bless Thee, 

To Thee, O Christ, we sing; 

We praise Thee and confess Thee, 

Our gracious Lord and King. 

In Thee all fullness dwelleth, 

All grace and pow’r divine; 

The glory that excelleth, 

O Son of God, is Thine. 

We worship Thee, we bless Thee, 

To Thee, O Christ, we sing; 

We praise Thee and confess Thee, 

Our glorious Lord and King. 

O grant the consummation 

Of this our song above 

In endless adoration 

And everlasting love; 

Then shall we praise and bless Thee 

Where perfect praises ring, 

And evermore confess Thee, 

Our Savior and our King! 
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–79  Text: Public domain 

Message “Light Provides Safety and Assurance” 

Offering 
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take 

you directly to our donation site.   
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Offering Song - Sung  LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit 
from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me 
with Thy free spirit. Amen.  

Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and proper … Therefore with angels and archangels and 

with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and singing: 

Holy, Holy, Holy (Sung) LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav'n and earth are full of Thy 
glory. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He, blessed 
is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna, 
hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Lord's Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: LSB 196 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. 
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The Words of Our Lord  LSB 197 

The Peace of the Lord  LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

Lamb of God (Sung)  LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have 
mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of 
the world, have mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest 
away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace.  Amen. 

Distribution of the Holy Sacrament 
The Lord gave this Holy Sacrament to His Church so that His followers might receive His 

love and forgiveness in a visible, tangible way. When the Church celebrates this Sacrament, 

believers are also making a public declaration of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (1 

Cor.11:26). Holy Communion is offered every week at St. John Lutheran, but because it is 

possible to receive the Lord’s Supper to one’s detriment (1 Cor. 11:27-29), we ask all who 

wish to partake of it to examine themselves as follows: 

1. Do I believe that I am a sinner and therefore deserve God’s punishment? 

2. Am I truly sorry that by my sins I have offended God? 

3. Do I believe that God accepts the death of Jesus as payment for my sins and 

therefore forgives my sins for Jesus’ sake alone and not because of any 

goodness or effort on my part? 

4. Do I intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to turn from my sins? 

5. Do I seek to forgive others as God has forgiven me? 

6. Do I believe Christ’s own Word that His body and blood are truly present and 

received in, with, and under the bread and wine (Matt.26:26-28)? 

       If you have been baptized into the Christian faith and can answer “yes” to the above 

questions, you are invited to receive Holy Communion with the assurance of all the blessings 
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Scripture promises. Children and those who do not subscribe to these statements are 

welcome to come forward to receive a blessing and should indicate this by keeping their 

hand folded. 

Distribution Hymn “How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds” LSB 524 

How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 

In a believer’s ear! 

It soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds, 

And drives away our fear. 

It makes the wounded spirit whole 

And calms the heart’s unrest; 

’Tis manna to the hungry soul 

And to the weary, rest. 

Dear name! The rock on which I build, 

My shield and hiding place; 

My never-failing treasury filled 

With boundless stores of grace. 

O Jesus, shepherd, guardian, friend, 

My Prophet, Priest, and King, 

My Lord, my life, my way, my end, 

Accept the praise I bring. 

How weak the effort of my heart, 

How cold my warmest thought! 

But when I see Thee as Thou art, 

I’ll praise Thee as I ought. 

Till then I would Thy love proclaim 

With ev’ry fleeting breath; 

And may the music of Thy name 

Refresh my soul in death! 
Text: John Newton, 1725–1807, alt.  Text: Public domain 

 

Song of Simeon (Sung) LSB 199 
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C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy 
word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared 
before the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory 
of Thy people Israel. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Ghost, as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end.  Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this beneficial gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Blessing  LSB 202 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 

Closing Song  “Crown Him with Many Crowns” LSB 525, vs 1 & 5 

Crown Him with many crowns,  

The Lamb upon His throne; 

Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns 

All music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing 

Of Him who died for thee, 

And hail Him as thy matchless king 

Through all eternity. 

Crown Him the Lord of heav’n, 

Enthroned in worlds above, 
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Crown Him the king to whom is giv’n 

The wondrous name of Love. 

Crown Him with many crowns 

As thrones before Him fall; 

Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns, 

For He is king of all. 

Text (sts. 1–3, 5): Matthew Bridges, 1800–94, alt.; (st. 4): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903 

Text: Public domain 
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