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Welcome 
to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service. 

We are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your 

time with us will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.  

 

May God bless your worship with us today, 

Paul Kruse, Pastor 
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Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of 
Christian faith in our community, to all 

generations, wherever they may be’  

First Sunday after Christmas             Divine Service Three (pp 184ff) 

Prelude  

Sharing of the Peace and Welcome 

Opening Song “O Little Town of Bethlehem” LSB 361 

O little town of Bethlehem,  How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep  The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth  The everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

Are met in thee tonight. 

For Christ is born of Mary,  And, gathered all above 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep  Their watch of wond’ring love. 

O morning stars, together  Proclaim the holy birth, 

And praises sing to God the king 

And peace to all the earth! 

How silently, how silently  The wondrous gift is giv’n! 

So God imparts to human hearts  The blessings of His heav’n. 

No ear may hear His coming;  But in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive Him, still 

The dear Christ enters in. 

O holy Child of Bethlehem,  Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in,  Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels  The great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, 

Our Lord Immanuel! 
Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835–93 Text: Public domain 

Invocation  LSB 184 

L In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
L Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 

grant us forgiveness. 

L Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

L I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination 

L Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You 

that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You 

by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite 

mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for 

us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our 

sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and 

of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your 

grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

L Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His 

only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who 

believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God and has 

promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.   

Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 
L When Israel was a child, I loved him, 

C and out of Egypt I called my son. 

L Thus says the Lord: “A voice is heard in Ramah, 

C lamentation and bitter weeping. 

L Rachel is weeping for her children; 

C she refuses to be comforted for her children, because they are no 

more.” 

L Thus says the Lord: “Keep your voice from weeping, 
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C and your eyes from tears, 

L for there is a reward for your work, declares the Lord, 

C and they shall come back from the land of the enemy. 

L There is hope for your future, declares the Lord, 

C and your children shall come back to their own country.” 

Glory be to the Father (Sung) LSB 186 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy (Sung) LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy 

upon us. 

Song of Praise (Sung) LSB 187 

L Glory be to God on High, 

C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. We praise Thee, we bless 

Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy 

great glory. O Lord God, heav'nly King, God the Father Almighty. O Lord, 

the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of 

the Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that 

sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. For Thou 

only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy 

Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

L The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

L Let us pray together… 

C O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in 

the incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human 

nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be 

like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

First Reading Jeremiah 31:15-17 
15 Thus says the LORD: “A voice is heard in Ramah, lamentation and bitter weeping. 

Rachel is weeping for her children; she refuses to be comforted for her children, 

because they are no more.” 16 Thus says the LORD: “Keep your voice from weeping, 
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and your eyes from tears, for there is a reward for your work, declares 

the LORD, and they shall come back from the land of the enemy. 17 There is hope 

for your future, declares the LORD, and your children shall come back to their own 

country. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia (Sung) LSB 190 

C Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

Gospel Reading Matthew 2:13-23 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 

 
13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 

in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and 

remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy 

him.” 14 And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to 

Egypt 15 and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the 

Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 16 Then Herod, 

when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he 

sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were 

two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the 

wise men. 17 Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 18 “A 

voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her 

children; she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 19 But when 

Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 
20 saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those 

who sought the child's life are dead.” 21 And he rose and took the child and his 

mother and went to the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was 

reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, 

and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23 And he went 

and lived in a city called Nazareth, so that what was spoken by the prophets might 

be fulfilled, that he would be called a Nazarene. 
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L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Apostles' Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 

day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come 

to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life  everlasting. Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Message Song “Away in a Manger” LSB 364 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,  

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 

The stars in the sky looked down where He lay, 

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 

But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 

And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 

Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 

And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 

Text (sts. 1–2): Little Children’s Book, 1885, Philadelphia; (st. 3): Vineyard Songs, 1892, Louisville, 

alt.  Text: Public domain 
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Message “How Can a Loving God….? 

Offering 
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you 

directly to our donation site.  

Offering Song - Sung  LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from 

me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy 

free spirit.  Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 196 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

Blessing  LSB 202 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 

 

Closing Song “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” LSB 380 

Hark! The herald angels sing,  “Glory to the newborn King; 

Peace on earth and mercy mild,  God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise,  Join the triumph of the skies; 

With the_angelic host proclaim,  “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” Refrain 
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ref Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King!” 

Christ, by highest heav’n adored,  Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

Late in time behold Him come,  Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,  Hail the_incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as Man with man to dwell,  Jesus, our Immanuel! Refrain 

Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!  Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all He brings,  Ris’n with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by,  Born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth. Refrain 
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