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December 20, 2025

Welcome

to St. John Lutheran Church and our Contemporary Worship
Service. We are so glad you have chosen to join us today and
we pray your time with us will fill you with the love our Lord
has for you.
May God bless your worship with us today,
Paul Kruse, Pastor

E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com Mobile: 989-992-6030

Compelled by the Love of Christ to
Joyfully Live, Learn, Share, and Serve’


http://www.stjohnhl.com/
mailto:paul@stjohnhl.com

Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of Christian
faith in our community, to all generations, wherever they
may be’

Fourth Sunday in Advent A Time of Preparation

Prelude “0O Holy Night”
O holy night the stars are brightly shining
It is the night of the dear Savior's birth
Long lay the world in sin and error pining
Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn

Fall on your knees O hear the angel voices
O night divine O night when Christ was born
O night O holy night O night divine
Led by the light of faith serenely beaming
With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand
So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming
Here came the wise men from Orient land
The King of kings lay thus in lowly manger
In all our trials born to be our Friend

He knows our need To weakness is no stranger
Behold your King Before Him lowly bend
Behold your King Before Him lowly bend

Truly He taught us to love one another
His law is love and His gospel is peace
Chains shall He break for the slave is our brother
And in His name all oppression shall cease
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we
Let all within us praise His holy name

Christ is the Lord O praise His name forever
His power and glory Evermore proclaim
His power and glory Evermore proclaim
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Welcome, Sharing of the Peace and Call To Worship
Opening Song “Emmanuel God With Us”

Go tell it on the mountain
The one that we've been waiting for
The King of our salvation
Born on this day our Savior Christ the Lord

Go tell it on the mountain
Over the hills and everywhere
That we can be forgiven
The weight of all our sin He came to bear

Emmanuel God with us Emmanuel King Jesus
The Savior of the world is born
Emmanuel God with us Emmanuel King Jesus
The Savior of the world is born

Go tell it on the mountain
Humbly in a manger lay
Mercy sent from heaven

Angels fill the sky with highest praise

Emmanuel God with us Emmanuel King Jesus
The Savior of the world is born
Emmanuel God with us Emmanuel King Jesus
The Savior of the world is born
Go tell it on the mountain
This baby born of virgin birth
The ruler of all nations
The glory of our God has come to earth

Emmanuel God with us Emmanuel King Jesus
The Savior of the world is born

Emmanuel God with us Emmanuel King Jesus
The Savior of the world is born The Savior of the world is born
The Savior of the world is born
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Confession and Forgiveness

Song of Praise “Born in Bethlehem”
Baby Jesus born in a stable A humble Savior's birth
You left Your throne in heaven above To live here on the earth

Baby Jesus lyin' in a manger Cryin' for the world
The angels told the shepherds Of the good news for us all

Hallelujah the King is here Given for all men
For today the holy Son of God Is born in Bethlehem

Come thou sinners and you saints All peasants and all kings
And bow before the earth's Redeemer Let all voices sing

Hallelujah the King is here Given for all men
For today the holy Son of God Is born in Bethlehem
Hallelujah the King is here Given for all men
For today the holy Son of God Is born in Bethlehem

Baby Jesus do You know You'll die for all our sins
Don't be afraid for in three days You will rise again
You will rise again

Hallelujah the King is here Given for all men
For today the holy Son of God Is born in Bethlehem
Hallelujah the King is here Given for all men
For today the holy Son of God Is born in Bethlehem

For today the holy Son of God Is born in Bethlehem

Born in Bethlehem
Brad Avery, David Carr, Mac Powell, Mark D. Lee, Tai Anderson CCLI Song #4831480 © 2006 Hipgnosis SFH | Limited For use solely with the
SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.cclicom CCLI License #2801469

First Reading Romans 1:1-7
1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of
God, 2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy
Scriptures, 3 concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the
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flesh #and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of
holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, ® through whom
we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for
the sake of his name among all the nations, including you who are called to
belong to Jesus Christ, 7 To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to
be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading John 1:1-5 & 14-18
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him,
and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4In him was life, and
the life was the light of men. ® The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
has not overcome it.
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. '*> John bore
witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom | said, 'He who comes
after me ranks before me, because he was before me.””) 1® For from his fullness
we have all received, grace upon grace. 7 For the law was given through Moses;
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. " No one has ever seen God; God the
only Son, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Children's Message

Message Song  “Angels from The Realms of Glory (Emmanuel)”
Angels from the realms of glory Wing your flight o'er all the earth
Ye who sang creation's story Now proclaim Messiah's birth
Come and worship Come and worship
Worship Christ the newborn King

Shepherds in the field abiding Watching o'er your flocks by night
God with man is now residing Yonder shines the infant light
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Come and worship Come and worship
Worship Christ the newborn King

Emmanuel Emmanuel You are the God who saves us
Worthy of all our praises
Emmanuel Emmanuel Come have Your way among us
We welcome You here Lord Jesus Come have Your way among us
We welcome You here Lord Jesus

Come and worship Worship Christ the newborn King
God is with us even now His love is here
Come and worship Worship Christ the newborn King
God is with us even now His love is here His love is here

Emmanuel Emmanuel You are the God who saves us
Worthy of all our praises
Emmanuel Emmanuel Come have Your way among us
We welcome You here Lord Jesus Come have Your way among us
We welcome You here Lord Jesus

Emmanuel Emmanuel
Emmanuel Emmanuel

Brenton Brown, Henry Thomas Smart, James Montgomery, Michael Rossback, Paul Baloche CCLI Song #7065163
© 2015 Thankyou Music Ltd; Integrity Worship Music; Leadworship Songs; Michael Rossback Music
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License #2801469

Message “To a Mouse - Part

Offering
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you
directly to our donation site.

Prayer of the Church

Lord's Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
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trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
Amen.

Sending Song “Christmas Day”
Joy to the world On a night like no other
Emmanuel God is with us

Beggars and kings Let us come and adore Him
Rest in His peace And bow before Him

Sing all you people The Lord almighty reigns
Sing ev'ry creature of God Come bless His name
For He is good for He is good
He was born to conquer the grave
Light of the world The reason for Christmas Day

Stars we have seen Over deserts and oceans
The darkness was deep But never hopeless
Redemption came And His name is Jesus

Sing all you people The Lord almighty reigns
Sing ev'ry creature of God Come bless His name
For He is good for He is good He was born to conquer the grave
Light of the world The reason for Christmas Day

From the mountains We will shout it out
For the Lord our God almighty reigns
He is with us He is with us now
For the Lord our God almighty reigns

From the mountains We will shout it out
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For the Lord our God almighty reigns
He is with us He is with us now
For the Lord our God almighty reigns

Sing all you people The Lord almighty reigns
Sing ev'ry creature of God Come bless His name
For He is good for He is good
He was born to conquer the grave
Light of the world The reason for Christmas

Sing all you people The Lord almighty reigns
Sing ev'ry creature of God Come bless His name
For He is good for He is good
He was born to conquer the grave
Light of the world The reason for Christmas Day
Light of the world The reason for Christmas Day

Andrew Bergthold, Ed Cash, Franni Cash, Martin Cash, Scott Cash CCLI Song #7139126 © 2019 Alletrop Music
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License #2801469
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