
 
 

 
 

 

December 17, 2025 

Welcome 
to St. John Lutheran Church and our Midweek Advent Worship Service. We 

are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your time with us 

will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.  

 

May God bless your worship with us today, 

Paul Kruse, Pastor 

E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com               Mobile: 989-992-6030 
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Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of 
Christian faith in our community, to all 

generations, wherever they may be’  

Service Setting for Today Divine Service Four (pp 203ff) 

Prelude  

Sharing of the Peace and Welcome 

Opening Hymn                                      “Hark the Glad Sound” LSB 349 

Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, 

The Savior promised long; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne   

And ev’ry voice a song. 

He comes the pris’ners to release, 

In Satan’s bondage held. 

The gates of brass before Him burst,   

The iron fetters yield. 

He comes the broken heart to bind, 

The bleeding soul to cure, 

And with the treasures of His grace  

 To enrich the humble poor. 

Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 

Thy welcome shall proclaim, 

And heav’n’s eternal arches ring   

With Thy belovèd name. 

Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702–51  Text: Public domain.  

Invocation  LSB 203 

L In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
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L Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

L If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

L Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 

another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot 

free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take 

refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for 

the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

Almighty God, 

C Have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 
L Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your 

children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and 
richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our 
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

Introit 

L Rejoice in the Lord always; 
C   again I will say, Rejoice. 
L I will hope continually 
C and will praise you yet more and more. 
L My mouth will tell of your righteous acts, of your deeds of salvation all the 

day, 
C for their number is past my knowledge. 

L With the mighty deeds of the Lord God I will come; 
C I will remind them of your righteousness, yours alone. 
L O God, from my youth you have taught me, 
C and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds. 
L So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not forsake me, 
C until I proclaim your might to another generation, your power to all 

those to come. 
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C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in 
the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.  

Lord, have mercy (Sung)  LSB 204 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Prayer of the Day 

L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
L Let us pray together…    

C Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the 

darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and 

reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.          

Amen. 

First Reading Revelation 21:1-5 
1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth 

had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for 

her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 

dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his 

people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every 

tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, 

nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 5 And he 

who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he 

said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia (Sung)  LSB 205
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Gospel Reading       Matthew 28:16-20 
L The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-eighth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 

directed them. 17 And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 
18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to 

observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the 

end of the age.” 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

Apostles' Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come 
to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 
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of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life  everlasting. Amen.  

Message Hymn  “Come, Thou Almighty King” LSB 905 

Come, Thou almighty King,  Help us Thy name to sing; 

Help us to praise;  Father all-glorious, 

O’er all victorious, 

Come and reign over us, 

Ancient of Days. 

Come, Thou incarnate Word,  Gird on Thy mighty sword; 

Our prayer attend.  Come and Thy people bless, 

And give Thy Word success, 

And let Thy righteousness 

On us descend. 

Come, holy Comforter,  Thy sacred witness bear 

In this glad hour!  Thou, who almighty art, 

Now rule in ev’ry heart, 

And ne’er from us depart, 

Spirit of pow’r. 

To Thee, great One in Three, Eternal praises be 

Hence evermore!  Thy sov’reign majesty 

May we in glory see, 

And to eternity 

Love and adore. 

Text: English, before 1760, alt.  Text: Public domain 

Message “God with us in the Future” 

Offering 
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you 

directly to our donation site.   

Prayer of the Church 
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Lord's Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

Blessing 
L  Let us bless the Lord 

C Thanks be to God 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C Amen. 

Closing Hymn  “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” LSB 338 
 

Come, Thou long-expected Jesus,  Born to set Thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us; 

Let us find our rest in Thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, 

Hope of all the earth Thou art, 

Dear desire of ev’ry nation, 

Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 

Born Thy people to deliver;  Born a child and yet a king! 

Born to reign in us forever, 

Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By Thine own eternal Spirit 

Rule in all our hearts alone; 

By Thine all-sufficient merit 

Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt.  Text: Public domain 
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