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Welcome

to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service. We
are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your time
with us will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.
May God bless your worship with us today,
Paul Kruse, Pastor

E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com Mobile: 989-992-6030
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Compelled by the Love of Christ to Joyfully
Live, Learn, Share, and Serve’
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Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of
Christian faith in our community, to all
generations, wherever they may be’

Third Sunday in Advent Divine Service One (pp 151ff)
Prelude
Welcome and Sharing of the Peace

Opening Song “Savior of the Nations, Come” (S8 332v5.7,34,7,8
Savior of the nations, come,
Virgin's Son, make here Your home!
Marvel now, O heav'n and earth,
That the Lord chose such a birth.

Here a maid was found with child,
Yet remained a virgin mild.
In her womb this truth was shown:
God was there upon His throne.

Then stepped forth the Lord of all
From His pure and kingly hall;
God of God, yet fully man,

His heroic course began.

From the manger newborn light
Shines in glory through the night.
Darkness there no more resides;
In this light faith now abides.

Glory to the Father sing,
Glory to the Son, our king,
Glory to the Spirit be
Now and through eternity.

Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340-397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483-1546; (sts. 1-2): tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812—
76; (sts. 3, 6): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (sts. 4-5, 8): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001; (st. 7): tr. Gifford A. Grobien,
1973 Text (sts. 1-2): Public domain Text (sts. 3, 6-7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4-5, 8): © 1978 Concordia
Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002579
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Invocation LSB 157

In the name of the Father and of the * Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Confession and Forgiveness
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If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Silence for reflection on God'’s Word and self-examination

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His
sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives
the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy
Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Rejoice in the Lord always;

again | will say, Rejoice.

| will hope continually

and will praise you yet more and more.

My mouth will tell of your righteous acts, of your deeds of salvation all the
day,

for their number is past my knowledge.

With the mighty deeds of the Lord God | will come;

I will remind them of your righteousness, yours alone.
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O God, from my youth you have taught me,
and | still proclaim your wondrous deeds.
So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not forsake me,
until | proclaim your might to another generation, your power to
all those to come.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Lord, Have Mercy (Sung) LSB 152
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Prayer of the Day

W@

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray together...

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the
darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

First Reading Isaiah 35:4-10
4 Say to those who have an anxious heart, “Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God

will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God. He will come and save
you.” 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf
unstopped; ® then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute
sing for joy. For waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert;
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" the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; in
the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, the grass shall become reeds and rushes.
8 And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; the
unclean shall not pass over it. It shall belong to those who walk on the way; even
if they are fools, they shall not go astray. 2 No lion shall be there, nor shall any
ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed
shall walk there. ' And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion
with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness
and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia sung LSB 156
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal
life. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel Reading Matthew 11:2-15
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
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Glo -ry to Youu O Lord.
2 Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by
his disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look
for another?” 4 And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and
see: ® the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the
deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to
them. ® And blessed is the one who is not offended by me."” As they went away,
Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into
the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What then did you go out to
see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in
kings' houses. ® What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell you, and
more than a prophet. 1°This is he of whom it is written,”Behold, | send my
messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you.” Truly, | say
to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the
Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.
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12 From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered
violence, and the violent take it by force. ®*For all the Prophets and the Law
prophesied until John, and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to
come. ¥ He who has ears to hear, let him hear.

hThis is the Gospel of the Lord.
| I\ \
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come
to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life ® everlasting. Amen.

Children's Message

Message Song “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” LSB 528 vs.1,4,6,7
Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer’s praise,
The glories of my God and King,
The triumphs of His grace!

He breaks the pow'r of canceled sin;
He sets the pris'ner free.

His blood can make the foulest clean;
His blood avails for me.

See all your sins on Jesus laid;
The Lamb of God was slain.
His soul was once an off'ring made
For ev'ry soul of man.
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To God all glory, praise, and love
Be now and ever giv'n
By saints below and saints above,

The Church in earth and heav'n.
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt.

Text: Public domain

Message “What Next?”

Offering
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you
directly to our donation site.

Offering Song - sung LSB 159
What shall | render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? | will offer
the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. |
will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. |
will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, in
the courts of the Lord's house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

Prayer of the Church

Lord's Prayer LSB 162

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from

evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

Blessing LSB 166
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ' give you peace.
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A - men.
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Closing Song “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”LSB 359
Lo, how a rose e'er blooming
From tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse's lineage coming
As prophets long have sung,
It came, a flow'ret bright,
Amid the cold of winter,
When half-spent was the night.

Isaiah "twas foretold it,
The rose | have in mind;
With Mary we behold it,
The virgin mother kind.
To show God's love aright,
She bore to us a Savior,
When half-spent was the night.

This flow'r, whose fragrance tender
With sweetness fills the air,
Dispels with glorious splendor
The darkness ev'rywhere.
True man, yet very God,

From sin and death He saves us
And lightens ev'ry load.

O Savior, child of Mary,
Who felt our human woe;

O Savior, King of glory,
Who dost our weakness know:
Bring us at length we pray
To the bright courts of heaven,

And to the endless day.
Text (sts. 1-2): tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934, alt.; (sts. 1-2, 4): German, 16th cent.; (st. 3): Friedrich
L. C. Layriz, 1808-59; (st. 3): tr. Harriet R. K. Spaeth, 1845-1925; (st. 4): tr. John C. Mattes, 1876-1948
Text: Public domain

Page |7



