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December 13, 2025

Welcome

to St. John Lutheran Church and our Contemporary Worship
Service. We are so glad you have chosen to join us today and
we pray your time with us will fill you with the love our Lord
has for you.

Today's service includes the Lord’'s Supper. If you are a first-time

visitor and wish to receive Holy Communion, please speak with one
of our Elders or myself prior to service .

May God bless your worship with us today,
Paul Kruse, Pastor

E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com Mobile: 989-992-6030

Compelled by the Love of Christ to Joyfully Live,
Learn, Share, and Serve’


http://www.stjohnhl.com/
mailto:paul@stjohnhl.com

Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of
Christian faith in our community, to all generations,
wherever they may be’

Third Sunday in Advent

Preludes “Make Room”
A family hiding from the storm found no place at the keeper's door.
It was for this a child was born: To save a world so cold and hollow.

A sleeping town, they did not know that lying in a manger low
a Savior king who had no home has come to heal our sorrows.

Is there room in your heart? Is there room in your heart?
Is there room in your heart for God to write His story?

Shepherds counting sheep at night. Do not fear the glory light.
You are precious in His sight. God has come to raise the lowly.

Is there room in your heart? Is there room in your heart?
Is there room in your heart for God to write His story?

You can come as you are. It may set you apart,
when you make room in your heart and trade your dreams for His glory.
Make room in your heart, make room in your heart.

A mother holds the promise tight. Every wrong will be made right,
the road is straight, the burden's light, for in His hands He holds tomorrow

Is there room in your heart? Is there room in your heart?
Is there room in your heart for God to write His story?
You can come as you are. It may set you apart,
when you make room in your heart and trade your dreams for His glory.
Make room in your heart, make room in your heart, make room in your heart.
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Welcome, Sharing of the Peace and Call To Worship
Opening Song “The First Noel”
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The First Noel, the Angels did say
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep
On a cold winter's night that was so deep.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel Born is the King of Israel!

They looked up and saw a star
Shining in the East beyond them far
And to the earth it gave great light
And so it continued both day and night.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel Born is the King of Israel!

Then let us all in one accord
Sing praises to our heavenly Lord
That hath made Heaven and earth of nought
And with his blood mankind has bought.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel Born is the King of Israel

Confession and Forgiveness

Song of Praise “Great Are You Lord”
You give life. You are love. You bring light to the darkness.
You give hope. You restore ev'ry heart that is broken.
And great are You, Lord.

It's Your breath in our lungs, so we pour out our praise, we pour out our praise.
It's Your breath in our lungs, so we pour out our praise to You only.

You give life. You are love. You bring light to the darkness.
You give hope. You restore ev'ry heart that is broken.
And great are You, Lord.

It's Your breath in our lungs, so we pour out our praise, we pour out our praise.
It's Your breath in our lungs, so we pour out our praise to You only.

It's Your breath in our lungs, so we pour out our praise, we pour out our praise.
It's Your breath in our lungs, so we pour out our praise to You only.

And all the earth will shout Your praise.

Our hearts will cry, these bones will sing, “Great are You, Lord!"
And all the earth will shout Your praise.

Our hearts will cry, these bones will sing, “Great are You, Lord!"
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It's Your breath in our lungs, so we pour out our praise, we pour out our praise.
It's Your breath in our lungs, so we pour out our praise to You only.

CCLI Song # 6460220 David Leonard | Jason Ingram | Leslie Jordan
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First Reading Isaiah 35:4-10
4 Say to those who have an anxious heart, “Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God
will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God. He will come and save you.”
>Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; ® then
shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. For waters
break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 7 the burning sand shall become
a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; in the haunt of jackals, where they lie
down, the grass shall become reeds and rushes®And a highway shall be there, and it
shall be called the Way of Holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it. It shall belong to
those who walk on the way; even if they are fools, they shall not go astray.? No lion shall
be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but
the redeemed shall walk there.' And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to
Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness
and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading Matthew 11:2-15
2Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his
disciples *and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for
another?” *And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the
blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and
the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. ® And blessed is
the one who is not offended by me.”” As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the
crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken
by the wind? ®# What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold,
those who wear soft clothing are in kings' houses. ?What then did you go out to see? A
prophet? Yes, | tell you, and more than a prophet. ®This is he of whom it is
written,”Behold, | send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way
before you.”" Truly, | say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one
greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is
greater than he. " From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven
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has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. ' For all the Prophets and the Law
prophesied until John, ™and if you are willing to accept it, he is Eljah who is to
come. ¥ He who has ears to hear, let him hear.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Children's Message

Message Song “He Is”
If you're troubled, heavy hearted, come to Jesus and find your peace.
If you're run down, empty handed, Come to Jesus and find your strength
He is hope for the hopeless, rest for the weary, help for the hurting.
He is, He is mending the broken, bearing the burdens.
All that you're needing He is.

If you're wandering in the darkness, come to Jesus and find your way.
If you want freedom, need forgiveness, just come to Jesus and find His grace.

He is hope for the hopeless, rest for the weary, help for the hurting.
He is, He is mending the broken, bearing the burdens.
All that you're needing He is.

Comforter, Counselor, Prince of Peace, Author and Maker of everything,
Defender, Deliverer, King of kings, He is, He is.
Helper and Healer forevermore, Savior and Shelter through every storm,
my Refuge, Redeemer and Lord of Lords, He is, He is.
Child of Heaven and Son of Man, Provider, Protector, the great | AM,
Alpha, Omega, Beginning and End, He Is, He Is.

Hope for the hopeless, rest for the weary, help for the hurting.
He is, He is mending the broken, bearing the burdens.
All that you're needing He is.
All that you're needing He is.

CCLI Song # 7172903 David Crowder | Hank Bentley | Jeff Pardo © 2021 Capitol CMG Amplifier For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms
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Message “What Next?”
Offering P

Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you
directly to our donation site.
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Prayer of the Church

Lord's Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Sacrament
The Words of Our Lord

Distribution of the Holy Sacrament

The Lord gave this Holy Sacrament to His Church so that His followers might receive His
love and forgiveness in a visible, tangible way. When the Church celebrates this Sacrament,
believers are also making a public declaration of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (1
Cor.11:26). Holy Communion is offered every week at St. John Lutheran, but because it is
possible to receive the Lord's Supper to one’s detriment (1 Cor. 11:27-29), we ask all who
wish to partake of it to examine themselves as follows:

1. Do | believe that | am a sinner and therefore deserve God'’s punishment?

2. Am | truly sorry that by my sins | have offended God?

3. Do I believe that God accepts the death of Jesus as payment for my sins and
therefore forgives my sins for Jesus’ sake alone and not because of any
goodness or effort on my part?

4. Do | intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to turn from my sins?

Do | seek to forgive others as God has forgiven me?

6. Do I believe Christ's own Word that His body and blood are truly present and
received in, with, and under the bread and wine (Matt.26:26-28)?

If you have been baptized into the Christian faith and can answer “yes” to the above
questions, you are invited to receive Holy Communion with the assurance of all the
blessings Scripture promises. Children and those who do not subscribe to these statements

are welcome to come forward to receive a blessing and should indicate this by keeping
their hand folded.

4
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Distribution Song “0O Come to the Altar”
Are you hurting and broken within,
overwhelmed by the weight of your sin? Jesus is calling.
Have you come to the end of yourself,
do you thirst for a drink from the well? Jesus is calling.

O come to the altar; The Father's arms are open wide.
Forgiveness was bought with the precious blood of Jesus Christ

Leave behind your regrets and mistakes.
Come today; there's no reason to wait. Jesus is calling
Bring your sorrows and trade them for joy;
From the ashes a new life is born. Jesus is calling.

O come to the altar; The Father's arms are open wide.
Forgiveness was bought with the precious blood of Jesus Christ
O come to the altar; The Father's arms are open wide.
Forgiveness was bought with the precious blood of Jesus Christ
Oh, what a Savior, isn't he wonderful;

Sing alleluia, Christ is risen. Bow down before him,

For he is Lord of all; Sing alleluia, Christ is risen.

Oh, what a Savior, isn't he wonderful;
Sing alleluia, Christ is risen. Bow down before him,
For he is Lord of all; Sing alleluia, Christ is risen

O come to the altar; The Father's arms are open wide.
Forgiveness was bought with the precious blood of Jesus Christ
O come to the altar; The Father's arms are open wide.
Forgiveness was bought with the precious blood of Jesus Christ

Bear your cross as you wait for the crown;
Tell the world of the treasure you've found.

CCLI Song # 7051511 Chris Brown | Mack Brock | Steven Furtick | Wade Joye © 2015 Music by Elevation Worship
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Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.
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Sending Song “He Shall Reign Forevermore”
In the bleak mid-winter All creation groans
For a world in darkness Frozen like a stone
Light is breaking In a stable for a throne

And He shall reign forevermore forevermore
And He shall reign forevermore forevermore
Unto us a Child is born
The King of kings and Lord of lords
And He shall reign forevermore forevermore

If | were a wise man | would travel far
If | were a shepherd | would do my part
But poor as | am | will give to Him my heart

And He shall reign forevermore forevermore
And He shall reign forevermore forevermore
Unto us a Child is born
The King of kings and Lord of lords
And He shall reign forevermore forevermore

Here within a manger lies the One Who made the starry skies
This baby born for sacrifice Christ the Messiah

Into our hopes into our fears The Savior of the world appears
The promise of eternal years Christ the Messiah

He shall reign forevermore forevermore
And He shall reign forevermore forevermore
He shall reign forevermore forevermore
And He shall reign forevermore forevermore

Unto us a Child is born
The King of kings and Lord of lords
And He shall reign forevermore forevermore
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