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Welcome 
to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service. 

We are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your 

time with us will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.  

 

May God bless your worship with us today, 

Paul Kruse, Pastor 
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Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of Christian 
faith in our community, to all generations, wherever they 

may be’  

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost Divine Service Three (pp 184ff) 

Prelude 

Sharing of the Peace and Welcome 

Opening Song “Just as I Am, without One Plea” LSB 570 

Just as I am, without one plea 

But that Thy blood was shed for me 

And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Just as I am and waiting not 

To rid my soul of one dark blot, 

To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Just as I am, though tossed about 

With many_a conflict, many_a doubt, 

Fightings and fears within, without, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 

Sight, riches, healing of the mind, 

Yea, all I need, in Thee to find, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

Because Thy promise I believe, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Just as I am; Thy love unknown 

Has broken ev’ry barrier down; 

Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789–1871  Text: Public domain 
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Invocation  LSB 184 

L In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
L Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

L Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

L I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination 

L Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You 

that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against 

You by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your 

infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for 

us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our 

sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and 

of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your 

grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

L Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given 

His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those 

who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God 

and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall 

be saved.   Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 
L When I am afraid, 
C I put my trust in you. 

L In God, whose word I praise, 

C in the Lord, whose word I praise, 
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L in God I trust; I shall not be afraid. 
C What can man do to me? 

L I must perform my vows to you, O God; 

C I will render thank offerings to you. 

L For you have delivered my soul from death, yes, my feet from falling, 
C that I may walk before God in the light of life. 

Glory be to the Father (Sung)  LSB 186 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was 

in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy (Sung)  LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy 

upon us. 

Song of Praise (Sung)  LSB 187 

L Glory be to God on High, 

C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. We praise Thee, we bless 

Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy 

great glory. O Lord God, heav'nly King, God the Father Almighty. O 

Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, 

Son of the Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy 

upon us. Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon 

us. For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. Thou only, O Christ, 

with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father.  

Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

L The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

L Let us pray together… 

C Almighty and everlasting God, You are always more ready to hear 

than we to pray and always ready to give more than we either desire 

or deserve. Pour down on us the abundance of Your mercy; forgive us 

those things of which our conscience is afraid; and give us those good 

things for which we are not worthy to ask except by the merits and 

mediation of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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First Reading Romans 3:19-28 
19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the 

law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held 

accountable to God. 20 For by works of the law no human being will be justified in 

his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin. 21 But now the 

righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law 

and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God through faith in 

Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and 

fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by 

his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because 

in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his 

righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the 

one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. 

By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold 

that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia (Sung)  LSB 190 

C Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

Gospel Reading Luke 18: 9-14 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighteenth chapter. 

 

9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were 

righteous, and treated others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up into the temple 

to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee, standing by 

himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, 

unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give tithes 

of all that I get.’ 13 But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his 

eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14 I 
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tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For 

everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself 

will be exalted.” 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Apostles' Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 

day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come 

to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life  everlasting. Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Message Song “Amazing Grace” LSB 744 

Amazing grace—how sweet the sound— 

That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost but now am found, 

Was blind but now I see! 

The Lord has promised good to me, 

His Word my hope secures; 

He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures. 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares 

I have already come; 

His grace has brought me safe thus far, 
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His grace will lead me home. 

Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail 

And mortal life shall cease, 

Amazing grace shall then prevail 

In heaven’s joy and peace. 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 

Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 

Than when we’d first begun. 
Text (sts. 1–4): John Newton, 1725–1807, alt.; (st. 5): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790, 

Richmond  Text: Public domain 

Message “Who Do You Think You’re Fooling?” 

Offering 
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you 

directly to our donation site.  

Offering Song - Sung  LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from 

me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy 

free spirit.  Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 196 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

Blessing  LSB 202 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
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The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 

Closing Song “Blessing and Honor” (not in Hymnal) 
 

Blessing and honor and glory and pow’r, 

Wisdom and riches and strength evermore. 

Offer to him who our battle has won, 

Whose are the kingdom, the crown, and the throne; 

Whose are the kingdom, the crown, and the throne! 

Let all the heavens resound with his name; 

Let all the earth sing his glory and fame. 

Ocean and mountain, stream, forest, and flow’r 

Echo his praises and tell of his pow’r, 

Echo his praises and tell of his pow’r 

Ever ascending the song and the joy, 

Ever descending the love from on high; 

Blessing and honor and glory and praise – 

This is the theme of the hymns that we raise; 

This is the theme of the hymns that we raise. 

Give we the glory and praise to the Lamb! 

Take we the robe and the harp and the psalm; 

Sing we the song of the Lamb who was slain. 

Dying in weakness and rising to reign; 

Dying in weakness and rising to reign! 
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