
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August 31, 2025 

Compelled by the Love of Christ to Live, 
Learn, Share, and Serve’  

Welcome 
to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service. We 

are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your time 

with us will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.  

Today’s service includes the Lord’s Supper. If you are a first-time 

visitor and wish to receive Holy Communion, please speak with one of 

our Elders or myself prior to service. 

 

 

May God bless your worship with us today, 

Paul Kruse, Pastor 

E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com               Mobile: 989-992-6030 
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Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of Christian 
faith in our community, to all generations, wherever they 

may be’  

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost Divine Service Four (pp 203ff) 

Prelude 

Sharing of the Peace and Welcome 

Opening Song  “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven” LSB 793 

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 

To His feet your tribute bring; 

Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 

Evermore His praises sing: 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Praise the everlasting King. 

Praise Him for His grace and favor 

To His people in distress; 

Praise Him still the same as ever, 

Slow to chide and swift to bless: 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Glorious in His faithfulness. 

Fatherlike He tends and spares us; 

Well our feeble frame He knows; 

In His hand He gently bears us, 

Rescues us from all our foes. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Widely yet His mercy flows. 

Angels, help us to adore Him; 

You behold Him face to face; 

Sun and moon, bow down before Him, 

All who dwell in time and space. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Praise with us the God of grace. 

Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793–1847  Text: Public domain 
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Invocation  LSB 203 

L In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
L Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

L If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

L Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, and call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and 

one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we 

cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let 

us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His 

grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination 

L Almighty God, 

C Have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

L Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your 

children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and 

richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our 

midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 
L It is God who executes judgment, 

C putting down one and lifting up another. 

L We give thanks to you, O God; we give thanks, for your name is near. 
C We recount your wondrous deeds. 
L At the set time that I appoint 
C I will judge with equity. 
L For not from the east or from the west 
C and not from the wilderness comes lifting up. 
L But I will declare it forever; 
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C I will sing praises to the God of Jacob. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy (Sung)  LSB 204 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Glory to God in the Highest (Sung)  LSB 204 

C To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth; Goodwill from God 
in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus' birth! We praise and bless You, Father; 
Your holy name we sing—Our thanks for Your great glory, Lord God, 
our heav'nly King. To You, O sole-begotten, The Father's Son, we pray; 
O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away. Have mercy on us, 
Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry, Where You in pow'r are seated At God's 
right hand on high— 

For You alone are holy, You only are the Lord. Forever and forever, Be 
worshiped and adored; You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most 
High, In God the Father's glory. "Amen!" our glad reply. 

Prayer of the Day 

L The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
L Let us pray together… 

C O Lord of grace and mercy, teach us by Your Holy Spirit to follow the 

example of Your Son in true humility, that we may withstand the 

temptations of the devil and with pure hearts and minds avoid 

ungodly pride; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.          

Amen. 

First Reading Galatians 5:13-25 
13 For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an 

opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14 For the whole law 

is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 But if you bite 

and devour one another, watch out that you are not consumed by one another. 
16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the 

flesh. 17 For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the 
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Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from 

doing the things you want to do. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not 

under the law. 19 Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, 

impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, 

rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. 

I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit 

the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things 

there is no law. 24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh 

with its passions and desires. 25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with 

the Spirit. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia (Sung)  LSB 205 

C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Gospel Reading Luke 14:1-6 & 12-14 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the fourteenth chapter 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
1 One Sabbath, when he went to dine at the house of a ruler of the Pharisees, they 

were watching him carefully. 2 And behold, there was a man before him who had 

dropsy. 3 And Jesus responded to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, “Is it lawful to 

heal on the Sabbath, or not?” 4 But they remained silent. Then he took him and 

healed him and sent him away. 5 And he said to them, “Which of you, having a 

son or an ox that has fallen into a well on a Sabbath day, will not immediately pull 

him out?” 6 And they could not reply to these things. 
12 He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you give a dinner or a 

banquet, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich 

neighbors, lest they also invite you in return and you be repaid. 13 But when you 

give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be 

blessed, because they cannot repay you. For you will be repaid at the resurrection 

of the just.” 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Children’s Message 

Baptism of Olivia Blake Parmer 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 209 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

Message Song  “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” LSB 809 

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 

There is no shadow of turning with Thee. 

Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail not; 

As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. Refrain 

ref Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 

Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 

Join with all nature in manifold witness 

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain 

Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866–1960   Text: Public domain 

Message “It’s not You, It’s Me” 
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Offering 
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you 

directly to our donation site.   

Prayer of the Church 

Blessing 
L The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C Amen. 

Closing Song  “How Great Thou Art” LSB 801 

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 

Consider all the works Thy hand hath made, 

I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 

Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed;  Refrain. 

ref Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 

    How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 

     How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 

When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 

I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 

When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 

And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze;  Refrain. 

But when I think that God, His Son not sparing, 

Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in— 

That on the cross my burden gladly bearing 

He bled and died to take away my sin;  Refrain. 

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 

And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 

Then I shall bow in humble adoration 

And there proclaim: “My God, how great Thou art!” Refrain. 

© 1953, renewed 1981 Manna Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011308. 
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