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June 29, 2025

Welcome

to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service. We
are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your time
with us will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.

Today's service includes the Lord’'s Supper. If you are a first-time
visitor and wish to receive Holy Communion, please speak with one of
our Elders or myself prior to service.

May God bless your worship with us today,
Paul Kruse, Pastor

E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com Mobile: 989-992-6030
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Compelled by the Love of Christ to Live,
Learn, Share, and Serve’


mailto:paul@stjohnhl.com

Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of
Christian faith in our community, to all
generations, wherever they may be’

Third Sunday after Pentecost Divine Service Four (pp 203ff)
Prelude
Sharing of the Peace and Welcome

Opening Song “Faith and Truth and Life Bestowing” .58 584
Faith and truth and life bestowing,
Open now the Scriptures, Lord,
Seed to life eternal sowing,
Scattered on the wind abroad.
Let not hearts, Your Word receiving,
Like a barren field be found,
Choked with thorns and unbelieving,
Shallow earth or stony ground.

May the Spirit's pow'r unceasing
Bring to life the hidden grain,
Daily in our hearts increasing,
Bearing fruit that shall remain.

So in Scripture, song, and story,

Savior, may Your voice be heard.
Till our eyes behold Your glory

Give us ears to hear Your Word.

Text: © 1997 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002579
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926

Invocation LSB 203
In the name of the Father and of the & Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Confession and Forgiveness
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Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
Since we are gathered to hear God's Word, call upon Him in prayer and
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together
as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly
Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful
to me, a sinner.

Silence for reflection on God'’s Word and self-examination
Almighty God,
Have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life.
Amen.
Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your
children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and
richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise;
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Service of the Word
Show us your steadfast love, O Lord,
and grant us your salvation.
Let me hear what God the Lord will speak,
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn
back to folly.
Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him,
that glory may dwell in our land.
Steadfast love and faithfulness meet;
righteousness and peace kiss each other.
Righteousness will go before him
and make his footsteps a way.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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Lord, Have Mercy (Sung) LSB 204
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Glory to God in the Highest (Sung) LSB 204
To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth; Goodwill from God
in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus' birth! We praise and bless You, Father;
Your holy name we sing—Our thanks for Your great glory, Lord God,

our heav'nly King.

To You, O sole-begotten, The Father's Son, we pray; O Lamb of God,
our Savior, You take our sins away. Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive
our heartfelt cry, Where You in pow'r are seated At God's right hand
on high—

For You alone are holy, You only are the Lord. Forever and forever, Be
worshiped and adored; You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most
High, In God the Father's glory. "Amen!" our glad reply.

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray together...

Lord of all power and might, author and giver of all good things, graft
into our hearts the love of Your name and nourish us with all goodness
that we may love and serve our neighbor; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading Proverbs 8:1-4 & 22-31

1 Does not wisdom call? Does not understanding raise her voice? 2 On the heights
beside the way, at the crossroads she takes her stand; 2 beside the gates in front
of the town, at the entrance of the portals she cries aloud: 4“To you, O men, |
call, and my cry is to the children of man.

22"The LORD possessed me at the beginning of his work, the first of his acts of
old.2® Ages ago | was set up, at the first, before the beginning of the earth. 2 When
there were no depths | was brought forth, when there were no springs abounding
with water.2> Before the mountains had been shaped, before the hills, | was brought
forth,26 before he had made the earth with its fields, or the first of the dust of the
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world.2” When he established the heavens, | was there; when he drew a circle on
the face of the deep, 2when he made firm the skies above, when he
established the fountains of the deep, 2° when he assigned to the sea its limit, so
that the waters might not transgress his command, when he marked out the
foundations of the earth,3% then | was beside him, like a master workman, and | was
daily his delight, rejoicing before him always,3 rejoicing in his inhabited world and
delighting in the children of man.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia (sung) LSB 205
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Gospel Reading John 8:48-59

The Holy Gospel according to St. John the eighth chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.
48 The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan
and have a demon?” #° Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but | honor my
Father, and you dishonor me. *® Yet | do not seek my own glory; there is One who
seeks it, and he is the judge. 31 Truly, truly, | say to you, if anyone keeps my word,
he will never see death.” 52 The Jews said to him, “Now we know that you have a
demon! Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone keeps my word,
he will never taste death.’ 53 Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died?
And the prophets died! Who do you make yourself out to be?” % Jesus
answered, "If | glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies
me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’ *® But you have not known him. | know him.
If | were to say that | do not know him, | would be a liar like you, but | do know him
and | keep his word. ¢ Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He
saw it and was glad.” 57 So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old,
and have you seen Abraham?” 58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, | say to you,
before Abraham was, | am.” 5% So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus
hid himself and went out of the temple.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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Nicene Creed LSB 206
| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by
whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And |
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life ® of the world to come. Amen.

Children’s Message

Message Song “How Firm a Foundation” LSB 728
How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!
What more can He say than to you He has said
Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled?

“Fear not! | am with you, O be not dismayed,
For | am your God and will still give you aid;

I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand.

“The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose
| will not, | will not, desert to his foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I'll never, no never, no never, forsake!

Page | 5



"When through fiery trials your pathway will lie,
My grace, all-sufficient, will be your supply.
The flames will not hurt you; | only design

Your dross to consume and your gold to refine.

“Throughout all their lifetime My people will prove
My sov'reign, eternal, unchangeable love;
And then, when gray hairs will their temples adorn,
Like lambs they will still in My bosom be borne.”

Message “Can You Tell Me the Time?"

Offering
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you
directly to our donation site.

Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament

®) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P) Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

®) It is truly good, right, and proper . .. Therefore with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and singing:

Holy, Holy, Holy (Sung) LSB 208

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; Heav'n and earth with full
acclaim shout the glory of Your name. Sing hosanna in the highest, sing
hosanna to the Lord; Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the
Lord.
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Lord's Prayer LSB 209

P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 162
The Peace of the Lord LSB 209
) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Lamb of God (sung) LSB 210

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; O
Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.

Distribution of the Holy Sacrament

The Lord gave this Holy Sacrament to His Church so that His followers might receive His love and
forgiveness in a visible, tangible way. When the Church celebrates this Sacrament, believers are also
making a public declaration of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 11:26). Holy Communion is
offered every Sunday at St. John Lutheran, but because it is possible to receive the Lord’s Supper to
one’s detriment (1 Cor. 11:27-29), we ask all who wish to partake of it to examine themselves as
follows:

1. Do | believe that | am a sinner and therefore deserve God'’s punishment?

2. Am | truly sorry that by my sins | have offended God?

3. Dol believe that God accepts the death of Jesus as payment for my sins and therefore forgives
my sins for Jesus’ sake alone and not because of any goodness or effort on my part?

4. Do | intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to turn from my sins?

5. Do I seek to forgive others as God has forgiven me?

6. Do | believe Christ's own Word that His body and blood are truly given and received in and
with the bread and wine (Matt. 26:26-28)?

If you have been baptized into the Christian faith and can answer “yes” to the above questions, you
are invited to receive Holy Communion with the assurance of all the blessings Scripture promises.
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Distribution Hymn “0 God, Our Help in Ages Past” 55 733
O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast,
And our eternal home:

Under the shadow of Thy throne Thy saints have dwelt secure;
Sufficient is Thine arm alone,
And our defense is sure.

Before the hills in order stood Or earth received her frame,
From everlasting Thou art God,
To endless years the same.

A thousand ages in Thy sight Are like an evening gone,
Short as the watch that ends the night
Before the rising sun.

Time, like an ever-rolling stream, Soon bears us all away;
We fly forgotten as a dream
Dies at the op'ning day.

O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come,
Be Thou our guard while troubles last
And our eternal home!

Song of Simeon (Sung) LSB 211
O Lord, now let Your servant Depart in heav'nly peace, For | have seen
the glory Of Your redeeming grace: A light to lead the Gentiles Unto

Your holy hill, The glory of Your people, Your chosen Israel.

All glory to the Father, All glory to the Son, All glory to the Spirit,
Forever Three in One; For as in the beginning, Is now, shall ever be,
God's triune name resounding Through all eternity.

Post-Communion Prayer
P] Let us pray... We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed
us through this beneficial gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent
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love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and % give you peace.

Amen.

Closing Song “Jesus Loves Me" LS8 588
Jesus loves me! This | know,
For the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to Him belong;
They are weak, but He is strong. Refrain

ref Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me!
The Bible tells me so.

Jesus loves me! He who died

Heaven's gates to open wide.

He has washed away my sin,
Lets His little child come in. Refrain

Jesus loves me! He will stay
Close beside me on my way,
He's prepared a home for me,

And someday His face I'll see. Refrain

Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820-1915, alt.
Text: Public domain

Acknowledgments
Divine Service, Setting One and Three from Lutheran Service Book Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible,
English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights
reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. All Hymns from the Lutheran Service Book are used
by permission and printed under the authority of LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011308.

Page | 9



Sermon Notes
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