
 

June 21, 2025 

Compelled by the Love of Christ to Live, Learn, 

Share, and Serve’  

 
St. John 
Lutheran 
Church 

Missouri Synod 
2888 W Houghton 

Lake Dr 
Houghton Lake, MI 

48629 
989-366-5164 

www.stjohnhl.com 
office@stjohnhl.com 

  

to St. John Lutheran Church and our Contemporary Worship 

Service. We are so glad you have chosen to join us today and 

we pray your time with us will fill you with the love our Lord 

has for you.  

Today’s service includes the Lord’s Supper. If you are a first-time 

visitor and wish to receive Holy Communion, please speak with one 

of our Elders or myself prior to service . 

May God bless your worship with us today, 

Paul Kruse, Pastor 

E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com        Mobile: 989-992-6030 
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Our Vision  is to inspire the vibrant experience of 

Christian faith in our community, to all generations, 

wherever they may be’  

Second Sunday after Pentecost  

Preludes “What A Beautiful Name” 
You were the Word at the beginning 

One with God the Lord Most High 

Your hidden glory in creation 

Now revealed in You our Christ 

Chorus 1 

What a beautiful Name it is 

What a beautiful Name it is 

The Name of Jesus Christ my King 

What a beautiful Name it is 

Nothing compares to this 

What a beautiful Name it is 

The Name of Jesus 

You didn't want heaven without us 

So Jesus You brought heaven down 

My sin was great Your love was greater 

What could separate us now 

Chorus 2 

What a wonderful Name it is 

What a wonderful Name it is 

The Name of Jesus Christ my King 

What a wonderful Name it is 

Nothing compares to this 

What a wonderful Name it is 

The Name of Jesus 

What a wonderful Name it is 

The Name of Jesus 
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Bridge 1 

Death could not hold You 

The veil tore before You 

You silence the boast of sin and grave 

The heavens are roaring 

The praise of Your glory 

For You are raised to life again 

Bridge 2 

You have no rival 

You have no equal 

Now and forever God You reign 

Yours is the kingdom 

Yours is the glory 

Yours is the Name above all names 

What a powerful Name it is 

What a powerful Name it is 

The Name of Jesus Christ my King 

What a powerful Name it is 

Nothing can stand against 

What a powerful Name it is 

The Name of Jesus 

Ending 

What a powerful Name it is 

The Name of Jesus 

What a powerful Name it is 

The Name of Jesus 

Welcome, Sharing of the Peace and Call To Worship 

Opening Song      “Lord I Need You” 

Lord I come, I confess, Bowing here, I find my rest 

Without You, I fall apart, You're the one that guides my heart 
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Lord, I need You, oh, I need You Every hour, I need You 

My one defense, my righteousness, Oh God, how I need You 

Where sin runs deep, Your grace is more 

Where grace is found is where You are 

And where You are, Lord, I am free,  Holiness is Christ in me 

Lord, I need You, oh, I need You, Every hour, I need You 

My one defense, my righteousness, Oh God, how I need You 

So teach my song to rise to You When temptation comes my way 

And when I cannot stand, I'll fall on You, Jesus, You're my hope and stay 

Lord, I need You, oh, I need You, Every hour, I need You 

My one defense, my righteousness, Oh God, how I need You 

You're my one defense, my righteousness, Oh God, how I need You 

My one defense, my righteousness, Oh God, how I need You 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Song of Praise “Great Are You Lord” 
You give life, You are love 

You bring light to the darkness 

You give hope, You restore every heart that is broken 

And great are You, Lord (x2) 

It's Your breath in our lungs 

So we pour out our praise, we pour out our praise 

It's Your breath in our lungs 

So we pour out our praise to You only 

You give life, You are love 

You bring light to the darkness 

You give hope, You restore (You restore) 

Every heart that is broken 

And great are You, Lord 

And great are You, Lord 

It's Your breath in our lungs 
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So we pour out our praise, we pour out our praise 

It's Your breath in our lungs 

So we pour out our praise 

We pour out our praise 

It's Your breath in our lungs 

So we pour out our praise, we pour out our praise 

It's Your breath in our lungs 

So we pour out our praise to You only 

All the earth will shout Your praise 

Our hearts will cry, these bones will sing 

Great are You, Lord 

All the earth will shout Your praise 

Our hearts will cry, these bones will sing 

Great are You, Lord 

All the earth will shout Your praise 

Our hearts will cry, these bones will say 

Great are You, Lord 

It's Your breath in our lungs 

So we pour out our praise, we pour out our praise 

It's Your breath in our lungs 

So we pour out our praise to You only 

It's Your breath in our lungs 

So we pour out our praise, we pour out our praise 

It's Your breath in our lungs 

So we pour out our praise to You only 

First Reading Acts 17:22-28 
22 So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I perceive that 

in every way you are very religious. 23 For as I passed along and observed the objects of 

your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription: ‘To the unknown god.’ What 

therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the 

world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples 
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made by man, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since 

he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. 26 And he made from one 

man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined 

allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, 27 that they should seek 

God, and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from 

each one of us, 28 for “‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some 

of your own poets have said,“‘For we are indeed his offspring.’   
L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading Luke 8:26-39 
26 Then they sailed to the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. 27 When 

Jesus had stepped out on land, there met him a man from the city who had demons. For 

a long time he had worn no clothes, and he had not lived in a house but among the 

tombs. 28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell down before him and said with a loud 

voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do 

not torment me.” 29 For he had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. 

(For many a time it had seized him. He was kept under guard and bound with chains and 

shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the 

desert.) 30 Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Legion,” for many 

demons had entered him. 31 And they begged him not to command them to depart 

into the abyss. 32 Now a large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside, and they 

begged him to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. 33 Then the demons 

came out of the man and entered the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank 

into the lake and drowned.34 When the herdsmen saw what had happened, they fled and 

told it in the city and in the country. 35 Then people went out to see what had happened, 

and they came to Jesus and found the man from whom the demons had gone, sitting at 

the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind, and they were afraid. 36 And those who 

had seen it told them how the demon-possessed man had been healed. 37 Then all the 

people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked him to depart from them, for 

they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. 38 The man from 

whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with him, but Jesus sent him 

away, saying, 39 “Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you.” 

And he went away, proclaiming throughout the whole city how much Jesus had done for 

him. 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Children's Message 

Message Song “Simple Gospel” 
I want to know You, Lord 

Like I know a friend 

I want to know You, Lord 

I want to know You, Lord 

Like I know a friend 

I want to know You, Lord 

So I'm laying down all my religion 

I'm laying down 

I want to know You, Lord 

I'm laying down all my religion 

I'm laying down 

I want to know You, Lord 

I used to think that I could box You in 

But I'm laying down 

I want to know You, Lord 

I use to think that I could box You in 

But I'm laying down 

I want to know You, Lord 

I'm laying down all my religion 

I'm laying down 

I want to know You, Lord 

I'm laying down all my religion 

I'm laying down 

I want to know You, Lord 

I want to know You, Lord 

Lord, I've been told to be ashamed 

Lord, I've been told I don't measure up 

Lord, I've been told I'm not good enough 

But You're here with me 
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And I reach out and You find me in the dust 

You say no amount of untruths can separate us 

I reach out, I reach out and You find me in the dust 

And You say no amount of untruths can separate us 

I reach out, oh, I reach out and You find me in the dust 

And You say no amount of untruths can separate us, ooh 

I will rejoice in the simple gospel 

I will rejoice in You, Lord 

I will rejoice in the simple gospel 

I will rejoice in You, Lord 

I will rejoice in the simple gospel 

I will rejoice in You, Lord 

And I reach out and You find me in the dust 

You say no amount of untruths can separate us 

I will rejoice, I will rejoice in the simple gospel 

I will rejoice in You, Lord 

I will rejoice in the simple gospel 

And I will rejoice in You, Lord 

Message “Living Space“ 

Offering 
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you 

directly to our donation site.  

Prayer of the Church 

Lord's Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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Sacrament 

The Words of Our Lord 

Distribution of the Holy Sacrament 
The Lord gave this Holy Sacrament to His Church so that His followers might receive His 

love and forgiveness in a visible, tangible way. When the Church celebrates this Sacrament, 

believers are also making a public declaration of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (1 

Cor.11:26). Holy Communion is offered every Sunday at St. John Lutheran, but because it is 

possible to receive the Lord’s Supper to one’s detriment (1 Cor. 11:27-29), we ask all who 

wish to partake of it to examine themselves as follows: 

1. Do I believe that I am a sinner and therefore deserve God’s punishment? 

2. Am I truly sorry that by my sins I have offended God? 

3. Do I believe that God accepts the death of Jesus as payment for my sins and 

therefore forgives my sins for Jesus’ sake alone and not because of any 

goodness or effort on my part? 

4. Do I intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to turn from my sins? 

5. Do I seek to forgive others as God has forgiven me? 

6. Do I believe Christ’s own Word that His body and blood are truly given and 

received in and with the bread and wine (Matt. 26:26-28)? 

If you have been baptized into the Christian faith and can answer “yes” to the above 

questions, you are invited to receive Holy Communion with the assurance of all the 

blessings Scripture promises. 

Distribution Song 

Blessing 
L The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

Sending Song “Take A Moment” 
Take a moment to remember 

Who God is and who I am 

There You go lifting my load again 
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Take a moment to remember 

Who God is and who I am 

There You go lifting my load again 

(REPEAT) 

There You go lifting my load again 

Verse 2 

No longer am I held by 

The yoke of this world 

I come up under the yoke of Jesus 

His yoke is easy His burden is so light 

(REPEAT) 

His yoke is easy His burden is so light 

(His yoke is easy) His burden is so light 

His burden is so light 

Chorus 1 

You're lifting my load 

You're lifting my load 

You're lifting my load 

You're lifting my load 

(REPEAT) 

Chorus 2 

Your love carries 

Your love carries me through 

All the valleys and the darkest places 
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Sermon Notes  
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