
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 18, 2025 

Compelled by the Love of Christ to Live, 
Learn, Share, and Serve’ 

 
St. John 
Lutheran 
Church 

Missouri Synod 
2888 W Houghton 

Lake Dr 
Houghton Lake, MI 

48629 
989-366-5164 

www.stjohnhl.com 
office@stjohnhl.com 

Welcome 
to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service. 

We are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your 

time with us will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.  

Today’s service includes the Lord’s Supper. If you are a first-time 

visitor and wish to receive Holy Communion, please speak with one 

of our Elders or myself prior to service. 

 

May God bless your worship with us today, 

Paul Kruse, Pastor 

E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com         Mobile: 989-992-6030 

http://www.stjohnhl.com/
mailto:paul@stjohnhl.com
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Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of 
Christian faith in our community, to all 

generations, wherever they may be’  

As We Gather 

Fifth Sunday of Easter Divine Service Three (pp 184ff) 

Prelude 

Welcome and Sharing of the Peace  

Opening Song  “Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones” LSB 670 

Ye watchers and ye holy ones, 

Bright seraphs, cherubim, and thrones, 

Raise the glad strain: “Alleluia!” 

Cry out, dominions, princedoms, pow’rs, 

Virtues, archangels, angels’ choirs: 

“Alleluia, alleluia! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!” 

O higher than the cherubim, 

More glorious than the seraphim, 

Lead their praises: “Alleluia!” 

Thou bearer of the_eternal Word, 

Most gracious, magnify the Lord: 

“Alleluia, alleluia! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!” 

Respond, ye souls in endless rest, 

Ye patriarchs and prophets blest: 

“Alleluia, alleluia!” 

Ye holy Twelve, ye martyrs strong, 

All saints triumphant, raise the song: 

“Alleluia, alleluia! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!” 
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O friends, in gladness let us sing, 

Supernal anthems echoing: 

“Alleluia, alleluia!” 

To God the Father, God the Son, 

And God the Spirit, Three in One: 

“Alleluia, alleluia! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!” 
Text: J. Athelstan L. Riley, 1858–1945, alt.  Text: Public domain 

Invocation  LSB 184 

L In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
L Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

L Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

L I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination 

L Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You 

that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against 

You by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your 

infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for 

us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our 

sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and 

of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your 

grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

L Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given 

His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those 
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who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God 

and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall 

be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 
L Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done  marvelous things! 

C His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 

L The Lord has made known his salvation; 

C he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the  nations. 

L He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house 

of  Israel. 

C All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation  of our God. 

L Make a joyful noise to the Lord,  all the earth; 

C break forth into joyous song and sing  praises! 

L Sing praises to the Lord  with the lyre, 

C with the lyre and the sound of  melody! 

L With trumpets and the sound  of the horn 

C make a joyful noise before the  King, the Lord! 

Gloria be to the Father (Sung)  LSB 186 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was 
in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy (Sung)  LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy 
upon us. 

Song of Praise (Sung)  LSB 187 

L Glory be to God on High, 
C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. We praise Thee, we bless 

Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy 
great glory. O Lord God, heav'nly King, God the Father Almighty. O 
Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, 
Son of the Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy 
upon us. Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon 
us. For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. Thou only, O Christ, 
with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father.  
Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 

L The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
L Let us pray together… 
C O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that 

we may love what You have commanded and desire what You promise, 
that among the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed 
where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  Amen 

First Reading Acts 11:1-18 
1 Now the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard that the 

Gentiles also had received the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to 

Jerusalem, the circumcision party criticized him, saying, 3 “You went to 

uncircumcised men and ate with them.” 4 But Peter began and explained it to them 

in order: 5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision, 

something like a great sheet descending, being let down from heaven by its four 

corners, and it came down to me. 6 Looking at it closely, I observed animals and 

beasts of prey and reptiles and birds of the air. 7 And I heard a voice saying to 

me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 But I said, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing common 

or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9 But the voice answered a second time 

from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, do not call common.’ 10 This happened 

three times, and all was drawn up again into heaven. 11 And behold, at that very 

moment three men arrived at the house in which we were, sent to me from 

Caesarea. 12 And the Spirit told me to go with them, making no distinction. These 

six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man's house. 13 And he told 

us how he had seen the angel stand in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa and bring 

Simon who is called Peter; 14 he will declare to you a message by which you will be 

saved, you and all your household.’ 15 As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on 

them just as on us at the beginning. 16 And I remembered the word of the Lord, 

how he said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy 

Spirit.’ 17 If then God gave the same gift to them as he gave to us when we believed 



Page | 5 

in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in God's way?” 18 When they 

heard these things they fell silent. And they glorified God, saying, “Then to the 

Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to life.” 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading Revelation 21:1-7 
1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth 

had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for 

her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 

dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his 

people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every 

tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, 

nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 5 And he 

who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he 

said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 And he said to 

me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the 

thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment. 7 The one 

who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia (Sung)  LSB 190 

C Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

Gospel Reading John 16:12-22 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixteenth chapter. 

 

12 “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13 When 

the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak 

on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to 
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you the things that are to come. 14 He will glorify me, for he will take what is 

mine and declare it to you. 15 All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that 

he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 16 “A little while, and you will see 

me no longer; and again a little while, and you will see me.” 17 So some of his 

disciples said to one another, “What is this that he says to us, ‘A little while, and 

you will not see me, and again a little while, and you will see me’; and, ‘because 

I am going to the Father’?” 18 So they were saying, “What does he mean by ‘a 

little while’? We do not know what he is talking about.” 19 Jesus knew that they 

wanted to ask him, so he said to them, “Is this what you are asking yourselves, 

what I meant by saying, ‘A little while and you will not see me, and again a little 

while and you will see me’? 20 Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep and lament, 

but the world will rejoice. You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into 

joy. 21 When a woman is giving birth, she has sorrow because her hour has come, 

but when she has delivered the baby, she no longer remembers the anguish, for 

joy that a human being has been born into the world. 22 So also you have sorrow 

now, but I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take 

your joy from you. 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 

very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 
whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I 
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Message Song  “Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good” LSB 819 

Sing praise to God, the highest good, 

The author of creation, 

The God of love who understood 

Our need for His salvation. 

With healing balm our souls He fills 

And ev’ry faithless murmur stills: 

To God all praise and glory! 

What God’s almighty pow’r has made, 

In mercy He is keeping. 

By morning glow or evening shade 

His eye is never sleeping. 

Within the kingdom of His might 

All things are just and good and right: 

To God all praise and glory! 

We sought the Lord in our distress; 

O God, in mercy hear us. 

Our Savior saw our helplessness 

And came with peace to cheer us. 

For this we thank and praise the Lord, 

Who is by one and all adored: 

To God all praise and glory! 

He never shall forsake His flock, 

His chosen generation; 

He is their refuge and their rock, 
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Their peace and their salvation. 

As with a mother’s tender hand, 

He leads His own, His chosen band: 

To God all praise and glory! 

All who confess Christ’s holy name, 

Give God the praise and glory. 

Let all who know His pow’r proclaim 

Aloud the wondrous story. 

Cast ev’ry idol from its throne, 

For God is God, and He alone: 

To God all praise and glory! 
Text: Johann Jacob Schütz, 1640–90; (sts. 1–3, 5): tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812–97, adapt.; (st. 4): tr. Catherine 

Winkworth, 1827–78, adapt.  Text: Public domain 

Message “A Match Made in Heaven” 

Offering 
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you 

directly to our donation site.   

Offering Song - Sung  LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit 
from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me 
with Thy free spirit. Amen.  

Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and proper … Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and singing: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy (Sung)  LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav'n and earth are full of Thy 
glory. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He, blessed 
is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna, 
hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Lord's Prayer 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:  LSB 196 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. 

 

 

The Words of Our Lord  LSB 197 

The Peace of the Lord  LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

Lamb of God (Sung)  LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have 
mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of 
the world, have mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest 
away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace.  Amen. 

Distribution of the Holy Sacrament 
The Lord gave this Holy Sacrament to His Church so that His followers might receive His love and 

forgiveness in a visible, tangible way. When the Church celebrates this Sacrament, believers are also 

making a public declaration of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 11:26). Holy Communion is 
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offered every Sunday at St. John Lutheran, but because it is possible to receive the Lord’s Supper to 

one’s detriment (1 Cor. 11:27-29), we ask all who wish to partake of it to examine themselves as 

follows: 

1. Do I believe that I am a sinner and therefore deserve God’s punishment? 

2. Am I truly sorry that by my sins I have offended God? 

3. Do I believe that God accepts the death of Jesus as payment for my sins and therefore forgives 

my sins for Jesus’ sake alone and not because of any goodness or effort on my part? 

4. Do I intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to turn from my sins? 

5. Do I seek to forgive others as God has forgiven me? 

6. Do I believe Christ’s own Word that His body and blood are truly given and received in and 

with the bread and wine (Matt. 26:26-28)? 

If you have been baptized into the Christian faith and can answer “yes” to the above questions, you 

are invited to receive Holy Communion with the assurance of all the blessings Scripture promises. 

Distribution Hymn “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” 
  LSB 633 vs 1-4 & 7 

At the Lamb’s high feast we sing 

Praise to our victorious King, 

Who has washed us in the tide 

Flowing from His piercèd side. 

Alleluia! 

Praise we Him, whose love divine 

Gives His sacred blood for wine, 

Gives His body for the feast— 

Christ the victim, Christ the priest. 

Alleluia! 

Where the paschal blood is poured, 

Death’s dread angel sheathes the sword; 

Israel’s hosts triumphant go 

Through the wave that drowns the foe. 

Alleluia! 

Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed, 

Paschal victim, paschal bread; 

With sincerity and love 

Eat we manna from above. 

Alleluia! 
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Easter triumph, Easter joy! 

This alone can sin destroy; 

From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 

Newborn souls in You to be. 

Alleluia! 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814–68, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

                        “Jesus, Lead Thou On” LSB 718 

Jesus, lead Thou on 

Till our rest is won; 

And although the way be cheerless, 

We will follow calm and fearless. 

Guide us by Thy hand 

To our fatherland. 

If the way be drear, 

If the foe be near, 

Let not faithless fears o’ertake us; 

Let not faith and hope forsake us; 

For through many_a woe 

To our home we go. 

When we seek relief 

From a long-felt grief, 

When temptations come alluring, 

Make us patient and enduring. 

Show us that bright shore 

Where we weep no more. 

Jesus, lead Thou on 

Till our rest is won. 

Heav’nly leader, still direct us, 

Still support, console, protect us, 

Till we safely stand 

In our fatherland. 
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Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700–60; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813–97, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

Song of Simeon (Sung)  LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy 
word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared 
before the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory 
of Thy people Israel. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Ghost, as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end.  Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 
us through this beneficial gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Blessing  LSB 202 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 

Closing Song  “Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise” LSB 680 

Thine the amen Thine the praise 

Alleluias angels raise 

Thine the everlasting head 

Thine the breaking of the bread 

Thine the glory Thine the story 

Thine the harvest then the cup 

Thine the vineyard then the cup is lifted up lifted up. 
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Thine the life eternally 

Thine the promise let there be 

Thine the vision Thine the tree 

All the earth on bended knee 

Gone the nailing gone the railing 

Gone the pleading gone the cry 

Gone the sighing gone the dying what was loss lifted high. 

Thine the truly Thine the yes 

Thine the table we the guest 

Thine the mercy all from Thee 

Thine the glory yet to be 

Then the ringing and the singing 

Then the end of all the war 

Thine the living Thine the loving evermore evermore. 

Thine the kingdom Thine the prize 

Thine the wonder full surprise 

Thine the banquet then the praise 

Then the justice of Thy ways 

Thine the glory Thine the story 

Then the welcome to the least 

Then the wonder all increasing at Thy feast at Thy feast. 

Thine the glory in the night 

No more dying only light 

Thine the river Thine the tree 

Then the Lamb eternally 

Then the holy holy holy 

Celebration jubilee 

Thine the splendor Thine the brightness only Thee only Thee. 

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, 1926–2009 

Text: © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002579 
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