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Welcome 
to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service. We 

are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your time 

with us will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.  

May God bless your worship with us today, 
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Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of Christian 
faith in our community, to all generations, wherever they 

may be’  

Fourth Sunday of Easter Divine Service One (pp 151ff) 

Prelude  

Welcome and Sharing of the Peace  

Opening Song “Holy, Holy, Holy” LSB 507 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

 Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee; 

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 

God in three persons, blessèd Trinity! 

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee, 

Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 

Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee, 

Which wert and art and evermore shalt be. 

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee, 

Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see, 

Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee, 

Perfect in pow’r, in love, and purity. 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea. 

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 

God in three persons, blessèd Trinity! 

Text: Reginald Heber, 1783–1826  Text: Public domain 

Invocation  LSB 151 

L In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.  
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Confession and Forgiveness 
L If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

L Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination 

L Most merciful God,  

C  we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by  

what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

Amen. 

L In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His 
sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives 
the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy 
Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to 
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 
L I am the good shepherd. 

C I know my own and my own know me, and I lay down my life for the 

sheep. 

L He chose David his servant and took him from the sheepfolds; 

C from following the nursing ewes he brought him to shepherd Jacob his 

people, Israel his inheritance 

L With upright heart he shepherded them 

C and guided them with his skillful hand. 

L But we your people, the sheep of your pasture, will give thanks to you 

forever; 

C from generation to generation we will recount your praise. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.  
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Lord, Have Mercy (Sung)  LSB 152 

L In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 

pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

Hymn of Praise (Sung) LSB 154 

L Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

C Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: We worship You, we 

give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only 

Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God: You take away the sin of the 

world; have mercy on us. You are seated at the right hand of the Father; 

receive our prayer. For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the 

Lord, You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in 

the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

L Let us pray together… 

C Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the 

Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear 

the voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each by name 

and follow where He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.   Amen. 
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First Reading 1 Corinthians 2:1-16 
1 And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the 

testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. 2 For I decided to know nothing 

among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 And I was with you in weakness 

and in fear and much trembling, 4 and my speech and my message were not in 

plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so 

that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. 6 Yet 

among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age 

or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away. 7 But we impart a secret 

and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our 

glory. 8 None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would 

not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, 

nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared for those 

who love him”—10 these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the 

Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. 11 For who knows a person's 

thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one 

comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have 

received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might 

understand the things freely given us by God. 13 And we impart this in words not 

taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to 

those who are spiritual.14 The natural person does not accept the things of the 

Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them 

because they are spiritually discerned. 15 The spiritual person judges all things, but 

is himself to be judged by no one. 16 “For who has understood the mind of the Lord 

so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia Sung   LSB 156 

C Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal 

life. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Gospel Reading Matthew 7:24-29 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the seventh chapter. 
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24 “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise 

man who built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and 

the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been 

founded on the rock. 26 And everyone who hears these words of mine and does 

not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 27 And the 

rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and 

it fell, and great was the fall of it.” 28 And when Jesus finished these sayings, the 

crowds were astonished at his teaching, 29 for he was teaching them as one who 

had authority, and not as their scribes. 

L  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Apostles' Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.And in 

Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 

and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from 

the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  

everlasting. Amen. 

Children's Message 

Message Song “O Love, How Deep” LSB 544 

O love, how deep, how broad, how high,  Beyond all thought and fantasy, 

That God, the Son of God, should take 

Our mortal form for mortals’ sake! 

He sent no angel to our race,  Of higher or of lower place, 

But wore the robe of human frame, 
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And to this world Himself He came. 

For us baptized, for us He bore  His holy fast and hungered sore; 

For us temptation sharp He knew; 

For us the tempter overthrew. 

For us He prayed; for us He taught;  For us His daily works He wrought, 

By words and signs and actions thus 

Still seeking not Himself but us. 

For us by wickedness betrayed,  For us, in crown of thorns arrayed, 

He bore the shameful cross and death; 

For us He gave His dying breath. 

For us He rose from death again;  For us He went on high to reign; 

For us He sent His Spirit here 

To guide, to strengthen, and to cheer. 

All glory to our Lord and God  For love so deep, so high, so broad; 

The Trinity whom we adore 

Forever and forevermore. 
Text: attr. Thomas à Kempis, 1380–1471; tr. Benjamin Webb, 1819–85, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

Message “Searching the Depths” 

Offering 
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you 

directly to our donation site.   

Offering Song - Sung  LSB 159 

C What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? I will offer the 

sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. I will take the 

cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my vows to 

the Lord now in the presence of all His people, in the courts of the Lord's 

house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 

Prayer of the Church 
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Lord's Prayer  LSB 162 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Blessing  LSB 166 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 

Closing Song “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” LSB 809 

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 

There is no shadow of turning with Thee. 

Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail not; 

As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. Refrain 

ref Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 

Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 

Join with all nature in manifold witness 

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain 

Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866–1960   Text: Public domain 
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