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Welcome 
to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service. 
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Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of Christian 
faith in our community, to all generations, wherever they 

may be’  

Second Sunday of Easter                         Divine Service Three (pp 184ff) 

Prelude  Sharing of the Peace and Welcome 

Opening Song “We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight” LSB 720 

We walk by faith and not by sight, 

No gracious words we hear 

From Him who spoke as none e’er spoke, 

But we believe Him near. 

We may not touch His hands and side, 

Nor follow where He trod; 

But in His promise we rejoice 

And cry “My Lord and God!” 

Help then, O Lord, our unbelief; 

And may our faith abound 

To call on You when You are near 

And seek where You are found. 

For You, O resurrected Lord, 

Are found in means divine: 

Beneath the water and the Word, 

Beneath the bread and wine. 

Lord, when our life of faith is done, 

In realms of clearer light 

We may behold You as You are, 

With full and endless sight. 

Text: Henry Alford, 1810–71, alt.  Text: Public domain 

Invocation  LSB 184 

L In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
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Confession and Forgiveness 
L Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 

grant us forgiveness. 

L Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

L I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination 

L Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You 

that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You 

by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite 

mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for 

us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; 

and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your 

will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we 

may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

L Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His 

only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who 

believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God and has 

promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.   

Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 
L Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow 

up to salvation— 

C if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

L Oh give thanks to the Lord; call upon his name; 

C make known his deeds among the peoples! 

L Sing to him, sing praises to him; 

C tell of all his wondrous works! 

L Glory in his holy name; 

C let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice! 

L Seek the Lord and his strength; 
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C seek his presence continually! 

L Remember the wondrous works that he has done, 

C his miracles, and the judgments he uttered. 

L He remembers his covenant forever, 

C the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations. 

Glory be to the Father (Sung)  LSB 186 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy (Sung)  LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy 

upon us. 

Song of Praise (Sung)  LSB 187 

L Glory be to God on High, 

C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee, 

we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great 

glory. O Lord God, heav'nly King, God the Father Almighty. O Lord, the 

only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the 

Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou 

that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest 

at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. For Thou only 

art holy; Thou only art the Lord. Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 

art most high in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

L The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

L Let us pray together… 

C Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s 

resurrection may by Your grace confess in our life and conversation that 

Jesus is Lord and God; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 
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First Reading Acts 5:12-20 
12 Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the people by the 

hands of the apostles. And they were all together in Solomon's Portico. 13 None of 

the rest dared join them, but the people held them in high esteem. 14 And more 

than ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and 

women, 15 so that they even carried out the sick into the streets and laid them on 

cots and mats, that as Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on some of 

them. 16 The people also gathered from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing the 

sick and those afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all healed. 17 But the 

high priest rose up, and all who were with him (that is, the party of the Sadducees), 

and filled with jealousy 18 they arrested the apostles and put them in the public 

prison. 19 But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and 

brought them out, and said, 20 “Go and stand in the temple and speak to the people 

all the words of this Life.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia (Sung)  LSB 190 

C Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

Gospel Reading John 20:19-31 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 

 

19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked 

where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them 

and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20 When he had said this, he showed 

them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the 

Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 

me, even so I am sending you.” 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on 

them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, 

they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” 
24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when 
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Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he 

said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger 

into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 
26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with 

them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and 

said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and 

see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, 

but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to 

him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who 

have not seen and yet have believed.” 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Apostles' Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He 

rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

 everlasting. Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Message Song “These Things Did Thomas Count as Real” LSB 472 

These things did Thomas count as real: 

The warmth of blood, the chill of steel, 

The grain of wood, the heft of stone, 

The last frail twitch of flesh and bone. 

The vision of his skeptic mind 
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Was keen enough to make him blind 

To any unexpected act 

Too large for his small world of fact. 

His reasoned certainties denied 

That one could live when one had died, 

Until his fingers read like braille 

The markings of the spear and nail. 

May we, O God, by grace believe 

And thus the risen Christ receive, 

Whose raw imprinted palms reached out 

And beckoned Thomas from his doubt. 
Text: Thomas H. Troeger, 1945–2022 

Text: © 1984 Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002579 

Message “I Doubt It” 

Offering 
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you 

directly to our donation site.  

Offering Song - Sung  LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast 

me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free 

spirit.  Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 196 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 



Page | 7 

Blessing  LSB 202 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 

Closing Song               “Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling” LSB 650 

Holy Spirit, ever dwelling  In the holiest realms of light; 

Holy Spirit, ever brooding  O’er a world of gloom and night; 

Holy Spirit, ever raising 

Those of earth to thrones on high; 

Living, life-imparting Spirit, 

You we praise and magnify. 

Holy Spirit, ever living  As the Church’s very life; 

Holy Spirit, ever striving  Through us in a ceaseless strife; 

Holy Spirit, ever forming 

In the Church the mind of Christ: 

You we praise with endless worship 

For Your gifts and fruits unpriced. 

Holy Spirit, ever working  Through the Church’s ministry; 

Quick’ning, strength’ning, and absolving, 

Setting captive sinners free; 

Holy Spirit, ever binding 

Age to age and soul to soul 

In communion never ending, 

You we worship and extol. 
Text: Timothy Rees, 1874–1939, alt. 

Text: Public domain 
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