
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 20, 2025 

Compelled by the Love of Christ to Live, 
Learn, Share, and Serve’ 

 

 
St. John 
Lutheran 
Church 

Missouri Synod 
2888 W Houghton 

Lake Dr 
Houghton Lake, MI 

48629 
989-366-5164 

www.stjohnhl.com 
office@stjohnhl.com 

Welcome 
to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service. 

We are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your 

time with us will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.  

Today’s service includes the Lord’s Supper. If you are a first-time 

visitor and wish to receive Holy Communion, please speak with one 

of our Elders or myself prior to service. 

 

May God bless your worship with us today, 

Paul Kruse, Pastor 

E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com         Mobile: 989-992-6030 

http://www.stjohnhl.com/
mailto:paul@stjohnhl.com
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Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of 
Christian faith in our community, to all 

generations, wherever they may be’  

Easter Sunday Divine Service Three (pp 184ff) 

Prelude -  Piano Solo – Carol Newman                      “Where You There” 

( As she plays the low bass notes it reminds us of the nailing to the Cross on 

Good Friday)  

Prelude   (PT) “I Believe”  

I believe there is one salvation  One doorway that leads to life 

One redemption one confession  I believe in the name of Jesus Christ 

I believe in the crucifixion  By His blood I have been set free 

I believe in the resurrection  Hallelujah His life is death’s defeat 
 

All praise to God the Father All praise to Christ the Son 

All praise to the Holy Spirit Our God has overcome 

The King who was and is and evermore will be 

In Jesus' mighty name I believe 

I believe in the hope of heaven  He’s preparing a place for me 

Far beyond what hearts imagine  Ears have heard or eyes have seen 

I believe that day is coming  He’s returning to claim His bride 

Light the altar keep it burning  See the Lamb who rose a roaring Lion 
 

All praise to God the Father All praise to Christ the Son 

All praise to the Holy Spirit Our God has overcome 

The King who was and is and evermore will be 

In Jesus' mighty name I believe 

No I’ll never be ashamed Of the gospel of Jesus Christ 

How could I ever walk away From the One who saved my life 

No I’ll never be ashamed Of the gospel of Jesus Christ 

How could I ever walk away From the One who saved my life 
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All praise to God the Father All praise to Christ the Son 

All praise to the Holy Spirit Our God has overcome 

The King who was and is and evermore will be 

In Jesus' mighty name I believe 

All praise to God our Father All praise to Christ the Son 

All praise to the Holy Spirit Our God has overcome 

The King who was and is and evermore will be 

In Jesus' mighty name I believe 

In Jesus' mighty name I believe 

Chris Davenport, Jonathan Smith, Phil Wickham CCLI Song #7218424 

Phil Wickham Music; Simply Global Songs For use solely with the SongSelect®  

Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License #2801469 

Trio  Prelude (Piano/Bells & Organ)                      (Carol, Emily and Jane)   

Welcome and Sharing of the Peace  

Opening Song “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” LSB 457 

Jesus Christ is ris’n today, Alleluia! 

Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 

Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 

Unto Christ, our heav’nly king, Alleluia! 

Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 

Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 

But the pains which He endured, Alleluia! 

Our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 

Now above the sky He’s king, Alleluia! 

Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 

Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 

Praise eternal as His love; Alleluia! 

Praise Him, all ye heav’nly host, Alleluia! 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 
Text: tr. Lyra Davidica, 1708, London, alt.; (sts. 1–3): Latin, 14th cent.; (st. 4): Charles Wesley, 1707–88 

Text: Public domain 

http://www.ccli.com/
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Invocation  LSB 184 

L In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
L Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

L Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

L I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination 

L Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You 

that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against 

You by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your 

infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for 

us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our 

sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and 

of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your 

grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

L Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given 

His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those 

who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God 

and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall 

be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

L I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; 

C the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea. 

L The Lord is my strength and my song, 

C and he has become my salvation. 
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L Your right hand, O Lord, glorious in power, 

C your right hand, O Lord, shatters the enemy. 

L You have led in your steadfast love the people whom you have redeemed; 

C you have guided them by your strength to your holy abode. 

L You will bring them in and plant them on your own mountain, 

C the place, O Lord, which you have made for your abode, 

L the sanctuary, O Lord, which your hands have established. 

C The Lord will reign forever and ever. 

Gloria be to the Father (Sung)  LSB 186 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was 
in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy (Sung)  LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy 
upon us. 

Song of Praise (Sung)  LSB 187 

L Glory be to God on High, 
C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. We praise Thee, we bless 

Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy 
great glory. O Lord God, heav'nly King, God the Father Almighty. O 
Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, 
Son of the Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy 
upon us. Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon 
us. For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. Thou only, O Christ, 
with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father.  
Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

L The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
L Let us pray together… 
C Almighty God the Father, through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 

Christ, You have overcome death and opened the gate of everlasting 
life to us. Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of our Lord’s 
resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by Your life-giving 
Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen 
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First Reading 1 Corinthians 15:51-57 
51 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 
52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will 

sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 53 For 

this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put 

on immortality. 54 When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal 

puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: “Death is 

swallowed up in victory.” 55 “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your 

sting?” 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be 

to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia (Sung)  LSB 190 

C Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

Gospel Reading John 20:1-16 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 

 

1 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while 

it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2 So 

she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, 

and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know 

where they have laid him.” 3 So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they 

were going toward the tomb. 4 Both of them were running together, but the other 

disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 And stooping to look in, he 

saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, 

following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying 

there, 7 and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen 

cloths but folded up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who had reached 

the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not 

understand the Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples 
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went back to their homes. 11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she 

wept she stooped to look into the tomb. 12 And she saw two angels in white, sitting 

where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and one at the feet. 13 They said 

to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away 

my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 Having said this, she 

turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was 

Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you 

seeking?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have 

carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 

away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic, 

“Rabboni!” (which means Teacher).  

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 
whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 

the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I 
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 
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Children’s Message 

Message Song  “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” LSB 465 

Now all the vault of heav’n resounds 

In praise of love that still abounds: 

“Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 

Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! 

Repeat their song of glory here: 

 “Christ has triumphed! Christ has triumphed!” 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Eternal is the gift He brings, 

Therefore our heart with rapture sings: 

“Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 

Now still He comes to give us life 

And by His presence stills all strife. 

Christ has triumphed! He is living! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

O fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; 

Set heart and will on things above 

That we conquer through Your triumph; 

Grant grace sufficient for life’s day 

That by our lives we truly say: 

“Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Adoring praises now we bring 

And with the heav’nly blessèd sing: 

“Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!” 

Be to the Father and our Lord, 

To Spirit blest, most holy God, 

All the glory, never ending! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876–1947, alt. 

Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002579 
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Message “It Makes No Sense” 

Offering 
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take 

you directly to our donation site.   

Offering Song - Sung  LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit 
from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me 
with Thy free spirit. Amen.  

Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and proper … Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and singing: 

Holy, Holy, Holy (Sung)  LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav'n and earth are full of Thy 
glory. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He, blessed 
is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna, 
hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Lord's Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:  LSB 196 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
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The Words of Our Lord  LSB 197 

The Peace of the Lord  LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

Lamb of God (Sung)  LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have 
mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of 
the world, have mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest 
away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace.  Amen. 

Distribution of the Holy Sacrament 
The Lord gave this Holy Sacrament to His Church so that His followers might receive His love and 

forgiveness in a visible, tangible way. When the Church celebrates this Sacrament, believers are also 

making a public declaration of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 11:26). Holy Communion is 

offered every Sunday at St. John Lutheran, but because it is possible to receive the Lord’s Supper to 

one’s detriment (1 Cor. 11:27-29), we ask all who wish to partake of it to examine themselves as 

follows: 

1. Do I believe that I am a sinner and therefore deserve God’s punishment? 

2. Am I truly sorry that by my sins I have offended God? 

3. Do I believe that God accepts the death of Jesus as payment for my sins and therefore forgives 

my sins for Jesus’ sake alone and not because of any goodness or effort on my part? 

4. Do I intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to turn from my sins? 

5. Do I seek to forgive others as God has forgiven me? 

6. Do I believe Christ’s own Word that His body and blood are truly given and received in and 

with the bread and wine (Matt. 26:26-28)? 

If you have been baptized into the Christian faith and can answer “yes” to the above questions, you 

are invited to receive Holy Communion with the assurance of all the blessings Scripture promises. 
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Distribution Hymns “Holy Forever” 
A thousand generations falling down in worship 

To sing the song of ages to the Lamb 

And all who've gone before us 

And all who will believe 

Will sing the song of ages to the Lamb 

Your name is the highest Your name is the greatest 

Your name stands above them all 

All thrones and dominions All powers and positions 

Your name stands above them all 

And the angels cry Holy All creation cries Holy 

You are lifted high Holy Holy forever 

If you've been forgiven and if you've been redeemed 

Sing the song forever to the Lamb 

If you walk in freedom and if you bear His name 

Sing the song forever to the Lamb 

We'll sing the song forever and amen 

And the angels cry Holy All creation cries Holy 

You are lifted high Holy Holy forever 

Hear Your people sing Holy To the King of Kings Holy 

You will always be Holy Holy forever 

Your name is the highest Your name is the greatest 

Your name stands above them all 

All thrones and dominions All powers and positions 

Your name stands above them all 

And the angels cry Holy All creation cries Holy 

You are lifted high Holy Holy forever 

You will always be Holy Holy forever 
Brian Johnson, Chris Tomlin, Jason Ingram, Jenn Johnson, Phil Wickham  CCLI Song #7201044 © 2022 Brian and Jenn Publishing;  

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com  CCLI License #2801469 

 “Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven” LSB 477 

http://www.ccli.com/
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Alleluia, alleluia! 

Hearts to heav’n and voices raise: 

Sing to God a hymn of gladness, 

Sing to God a hymn of praise; 

He who on the cross a victim 

For the world’s salvation bled— 

Jesus Christ, the King of Glory, 

Now is risen from the dead. 

Alleluia, Christ is risen! 

Death at last has met defeat: 

See the ancient pow’rs of evil 

In confusion and retreat; 

Once He died, and once was buried: 

Now He lives forevermore, 

Jesus Christ, the world’s Redeemer, 

Whom we worship and adore. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Glory be to God on high: 

Alleluia to the Savior 

Who has gained the victory; 

Alleluia to the Spirit, 

Fount of love and sanctity! 

Alleluia, alleluia 

To the triune Majesty! 

Text (sts. 1, 3): Christopher Wordsworth, 1807–85; (st. 2): rev. The Jubilate Group Text (sts. 1, 3): Public 

domain  Text (st. 2): © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 

License no. 110002579 

Song of Simeon (Sung)  LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy 
word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared 
before the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory 
of Thy people Israel. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Ghost, as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end.  Amen. 
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Post-Communion Prayer 

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 
us through this beneficial gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Blessing  LSB 202 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 

Closing Song “ I Know That My Redeemer Lives” LSB 461 vs 1-2, 7-8 

I know that my Redeemer lives; 

What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 

He lives, He lives, who once was dead; 

He lives, my ever-living head. 

He lives triumphant from the grave; 

He lives eternally to save; 

He lives all-glorious in the sky; 

He lives exalted there on high. 

He lives and grants me daily breath; 

He lives, and I shall conquer death; 

He lives my mansion to prepare; 

He lives to bring me safely there. 

He lives, all glory to His name! 

He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 

Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 

I know that my Redeemer lives! 
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