
  
April 6, 2025 

Compelled by the Love of Christ to Live, 
Learn, Share, and Serve’ 

 
St. John 
Lutheran 
Church 

Missouri Synod 
2888 W Houghton 

Lake Dr 
Houghton Lake, MI 

48629 
989-366-5164 

www.stjohnhl.com 
office@stjohnhl.com 

Welcome 
to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service. 

We are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your 

time with us will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.  

Today’s service includes the Lord’s Supper. If you are a first-time 

visitor and wish to receive Holy Communion, please speak with one 

of our Elders or myself prior to service . 

 

May God bless your worship with us today, 

Paul Kruse, Pastor 

E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com         Mobile: 989-992-6030 

http://www.stjohnhl.com/
mailto:paul@stjohnhl.com
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Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of Christian 
faith in our community, to all generations, wherever they 

may be’  

Fifth Sunday in Lent Divine Service One (pp 151ff) 

Prelude    Welcome and Sharing of the Peace  

Opening Song “Be Still, My Soul” LSB 752 

Be still, my soul; the Lord is on your side; 

Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 

Leave to your God to order and provide; 

In ev’ry change He faithful will remain. 

Be still, my soul; your best, your heav’nly Friend 

Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 

Be still, my soul; your God will undertake 

To guide the future as He has the past. 

Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake; 

All now mysterious shall be bright at last. 

Be still, my soul; the waves and winds still know 

His voice who ruled them while He dwelt below. 

Be still, my soul; though dearest friends depart 

And all is darkened in this vale of tears; 

Then you will better know His love, His heart, 

Who comes to soothe your sorrows and your fears. 

Be still, my soul; your Jesus can repay 

From His own fullness all He takes away. 

Be still, my soul; the hour is hast’ning on 

When we shall be forever with the Lord, 

When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, 

Sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored. 

Be still, my soul; when change and tears are past, 

All safe and blessèd we shall meet at last. 
Text: Catharina Amalia Dorothea von Schlegel, 1697–1752; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813–97, alt. 

Text: Public domain 
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Invocation  LSB 151 

L In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
L If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

L Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination 

L Most merciful God,  

C  we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

Amen. 
L In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His 

sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives 
the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy 
Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to 
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

L Salvation belongs to the Lord; 

C your blessing be on your people! 
L But you, O Lord, are a shield about me, 
C my glory, and the lifter of my head. 
L I cried aloud to the Lord, 
C and he answered me from his holy hill. 
L I lay down and slept; 
C I woke again, for the Lord sustained me. 
L  I will not be afraid of many thousands of  people 
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C who have set themselves against me all around.  
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy - Sung  LSB 152 

L In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let 
us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

L Let us pray together…    

C Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your 

people that we may be governed and preserved evermore in body and 

soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

First Reading Philippians 3:7-14 
7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count 

everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my 

Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, 

in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness 

of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, 

the righteousness from God that depends on faith—10 that I may know him and the 

power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his 

death, 11 that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
12 Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to 
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make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13 Brothers, I do not 

consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind 

and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize 

of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading Luke 20:9-18 

L The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twentieth chapter. 

 
9 And he began to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard and let 

it out to tenants and went into another country for a long while. 10 When the time 

came, he sent a servant to the tenants, so that they would give him some of the 

fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 
11 And he sent another servant. But they also beat and treated him shamefully, and 

sent him away empty-handed. 12 And he sent yet a third. This one also they 

wounded and cast out. 13 Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I 

will send my beloved son; perhaps they will respect him.’ 14 But when the tenants 

saw him, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Let us kill him, so that the 

inheritance may be ours.’ 15 And they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 

What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16 He will come and destroy 

those tenants and give the vineyard to others.” When they heard this, they said, 

“Surely not!” 17 But he looked directly at them and said, “What then is this that is 

written: “‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone’? 
18 Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, and when it falls on 

anyone, it will crush him.” 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 
whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I 
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

Children's Message 

Message Song “I Lay My Sins on Jesus” LSB 606 

I lay my sins on Jesus, 

The spotless Lamb of God; 

He bears them all and frees us 

From the accursèd load. 

I bring my guilt to Jesus 

To wash my crimson stains 

Clean in His blood most precious 

Till not a spot remains. 

I lay my wants on Jesus; 

All fullness dwells in Him; 

He heals all my diseases; 

My soul He does redeem. 

I lay my griefs on Jesus, 
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My burdens and my cares; 

He from them all releases; 

He all my sorrows shares. 

I rest my soul on Jesus, 

This weary soul of mine; 

His right hand me embraces; 

I on His breast recline. 

I love the name of Jesus, 

Immanuel, Christ, the Lord; 

Like fragrance on the breezes 

His name abroad is poured. 
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–89  Text: Public domain 

Message “Forgetfulness” 

Offering 
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you 

directly to our donation site.   

Offering Song - Sung  LSB 159 

C What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? I will offer 
the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. I 
will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. I 
will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, in 
the courts of the Lord's house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.  

Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and proper … Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and singing: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy Lord – (Sung)  LSB 161 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might: Heaven and earth are 
full of your glory. Hosanna.  Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed 
is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord  LSB 162 

The Peace of the Lord  LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

Lamb of God - Sung  LSB 163 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

Distribution of the Holy Sacrament 
The Lord gave this Holy Sacrament to His Church so that His followers might receive His love and 
forgiveness in a visible, tangible way. When the Church celebrates this Sacrament, believers are also 
making a public declaration of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 11:26). Holy Communion is offered 
every Sunday at St. John Lutheran, but because it is possible to receive the Lord’s Supper to one’s detriment 
(1 Cor. 11:27-29), we ask all who wish to partake of it to examine themselves as follows: 

1. Do I believe that I am a sinner and therefore deserve God’s punishment? 
2. Am I truly sorry that by my sins I have offended God? 
3. Do I believe that God accepts the death of Jesus as payment for my sins and therefore forgives 

my sins for Jesus’ sake alone and not because of any goodness or effort on my part? 
4. Do I intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to turn from my sins? 
5. Do I seek to forgive others as God has forgiven me? 
6. Do I believe Christ’s own Word that His body and blood are truly given and received in and 

with the bread and wine (Matt. 26:26-28)? 
If you have been baptized into the Christian faith and can answer “yes” to the above questions, you 
are invited to receive Holy Communion with the assurance of all the blessings Scripture promises. 
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Distribution Song “Lamb of God” LSB 550 

Your only Son, no sin to hide, 

But You have sent Him from Your side 

To walk upon this guilty sod, 

And to become the Lamb of God. Refrain 

ref O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, 

I love the holy Lamb of God! 

O wash me in His precious blood, 

My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 

Your Gift of love they crucified, 

They laughed and scorned Him as He died: 

The humble King they named a fraud, 

And sacrificed the Lamb of God. Refrain 

I was so lost, I should have died, 

But You have brought me to Your side 

To be led by Your staff and rod, 

And to be called a lamb of God. Refrain 

Text: Twila Paris, 1958 Text: © 1985 Straightway Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB 

Hymn License no. 110002579 

Post-Communion Song Sung LSB 164 

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev'ryone what He has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. He recalls 
His promises and leads His people forth in joy with shouts of 
thanksgiving.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

P Let us pray.   We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 
us through this beneficial gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Blessing  LSB 166 

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 

Closing Song “Beautiful Savior” LSB 537 

Beautiful Savior,  King of creation, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

Truly I’d love Thee, 

Truly I’d serve Thee, 

Light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

Fair are the meadows,  Fair are the woodlands, 

Robed in flow’rs of blooming spring; 

Jesus is fairer, 

Jesus is purer, 

He makes our sorr’wing spirit sing. 

Fair is the sunshine,  Fair is the moonlight, 

Bright the sparkling stars on high; 

Jesus shines brighter, 

Jesus shines purer 

Than all the angels in the sky. 

Beautiful Savior,  Lord of the nations, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

Glory and honor, 

Praise, adoration 

Now and forevermore be Thine! 

Text: Münsterisch Gesangbuch, 1677, Münster; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823–1904 

Text: Public domain 
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Sermon Notes  
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