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Welcome

to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service. We
are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your time
with us will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.

Today's service includes the Lord’'s Supper. If you are a first-time
visitor and wish to receive Holy Communion, please speak with one of
our Elders or myself prior to service.

May God bless your worship with us today,
Paul Kruse, Pastor

E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com Mobile: 989-992-6030

Compelled by the Love of Christ to Live,
Learn, Share, and Serve’


mailto:paul@stjohnhl.com

Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of
Christian faith in our community, to all
generations, wherever they may be’

First Sunday after Christmas
Service Setting for Today Divine Service Four (pp 203ff)

Prelude
Sharing of the Peace and Welcome

Opening Song “Angels from the Realms of Glory” (58 367
Angels from the realms of glory,
Wing your flight o'er all the earth;
Ye who sang creation’s story,
Now proclaim Messiah's birth. Refrain

ref Come and worship, come and worship;
Worship Christ, the newborn King.

Shepherds in the field abiding,
Watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing,
Yonder shines the Infant Light. Refrain

Sages, leave your contemplations,
Brighter visions beam afar;
Seek the great Desire of nations,
Ye have seen His natal star. Refrain

Saints before the altar bending,
Watching long in hope and fear,
Suddenly the Lord, descending,
In His temple shall appear. Refrain
All creation, join in praising
God the Father, Spirit, Son,
Evermore your voices raising
To the eternal Three in One. Refrain
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Invocation LSB 203

In the name of the Father and of the ® Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Confession and Forgiveness
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Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
Since we are gathered to hear God's Word, call upon Him in prayer and
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together
as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly
Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful
to me, a sinner.

Silence for reflection on God'’s Word and self-examination
Almighty God,
Have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life.
Amen.
Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your
children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and
richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise;
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Service of the Word
The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.
Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things!
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.
The Lord has made known his salvation;
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel.
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All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;

break forth into joyous song and sing praises!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

RRHME

Lord, Have Mercy (Sung) LSB 204
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Glory to God in the Highest (Sung) LSB 204
To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth; Goodwill from God
in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus' birth! We praise and bless You, Father;

Your holy name we sing—Our thanks for Your great glory, Lord God,
our heav'nly King.

To You, O sole-begotten, The Father's Son, we pray; O Lamb of God,
our Savior, You take our sins away. Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive
our heartfelt cry, Where You in pow'r are seated At God's right hand
on high—

For You alone are holy, You only are the Lord. Forever and forever, Be
worshiped and adored; You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most
High, In God the Father's glory. "Amen!" our glad reply.

Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray together...

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in
the incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human
nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to
be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading Exodus 13:1-2 & 11-15

T The LORD said to Moses, 2 “Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever is the first
to open the womb among the people of Israel, both of man and of beast, is mine.”
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1 "When the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as he swore to you

and your fathers, and shall give it to you, 2 you shall set apart to the LoRrD all that
first opens the womb. All the firstborn of your animals that are males shall be the
LorD's. 13 Every firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, or if you will
not redeem it you shall break its neck. Every firstborn of man among your sons you
shall redeem. * And when in time to come your son asks you, ‘What does this
mean?’ you shall say to him, ‘By a strong hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt,
from the house of slavery. 1 For when Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the
LorD killed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the
firstborn of animals. Therefore | sacrifice to the LORD all the males that first open
the womb, but all the firstborn of my sons | redeem.’

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia (sung) LSB 205
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

The Holy Gospel according to
Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel Reading Luke 2:22-38
22 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses,
they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written
in the Law of the Lord, "Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy
to the Lord") 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the
Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 2°> Now there was a man in
Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout,
waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he
had seen the Lord's Christ.2” And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and
when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom
of the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 2° “Lord, now
you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; 3° for my eyes
have seen your salvation 3! that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
323 light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.”
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33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 And
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is
appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is
opposed 2* (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts
from many hearts may be revealed.” 3¢ And there was a prophetess, Anna, the
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived
with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37 and then as a widow
until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping
with fasting and prayer night and day. 3 And coming up at that very hour she
began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the
redemption of Jerusalem.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed LSB 206
| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by
whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And | believe in one
holy Christian and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life
X of the world to come. Amen.

Children’s Message
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Message Song “Angels We Have Heard on High” 5B 368
Angels we have heard on high,
Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply,
Echoing their joyous strains. Refrain

ref Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
Which inspire your heav'nly song? Refrain

Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee

Christ the Lord, the newborn King. Refrain
Text: tr. The Crown of Jesus, 1862, Part 2, London, alt.; French
Text: Public domain

Message “A Price to be Paid”

Offering
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you
directly to our donation site.

Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
It is truly good, right, and proper . .. Therefore with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and singing:

FNRERERF
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Holy, Holy, Holy (Sung) LSB 208
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; Heav'n and earth with full
acclaim shout the glory of Your name. Sing hosanna in the highest, sing
hosanna to the Lord; Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the
Lord.

Lord's Prayer LSB 209

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 162
The Peace of the Lord LSB 209
) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Lamb of God (sung) LSB 210

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; O
Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.

Distribution of the Holy Sacrament

The Lord gave this Holy Sacrament to His Church so that His followers might receive His love and
forgiveness in a visible, tangible way. When the Church celebrates this Sacrament, believers are also
making a public declaration of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 11:26). Holy Communion is
offered every Sunday at St. John Lutheran, but because it is possible to receive the Lord’s Supper to
one’s detriment (1 Cor. 11:27-29), we ask all who wish to partake of it to examine themselves as
follows:

1. Do | believe that | am a sinner and therefore deserve God'’s punishment?

2. Am |l truly sorry that by my sins | have offended God?

3. Dol believe that God accepts the death of Jesus as payment for my sins and therefore forgives
my sins for Jesus’ sake alone and not because of any goodness or effort on my part?

4. Do | intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to turn from my sins?

5. Do I seek to forgive others as God has forgiven me?

6. Do | believe Christ's own Word that His body and blood are truly given and received in and
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with the bread and wine (Matt. 26:26-28)?

If you have been baptized into the Christian faith and can answer “yes” to the above questions, you
are invited to receive Holy Communion with the assurance of all the blessings Scripture promises.

Distribution Hymn “Go Tell It on the Mountain” 58 388

“Go Tell It on the Mountain” 158 388
ref Go tell it on the mountain,
Over the hills and ev'rywhere;
Go tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born!

While shepherds kept their watching
O'er silent flocks by night,
Behold, throughout the heavens
There shone a holy light. Refrain

The shepherds feared and trembled
When lo, above the earth
Rang out the angel chorus
That hailed our Savior's birth. Refrain

Down in a lonely manger
The humble Christ was born;
And God sent us salvation
That blessed Christmas morn. Refrain

Song of Simeon (Sung) LSB 211
O Lord, now let Your servant Depart in heav'nly peace, For | have seen
the glory Of Your redeeming grace: A light to lead the Gentiles Unto
Your holy hill, The glory of Your people, Your chosen Israel.
All glory to the Father, All glory to the Son, All glory to the Spirit,
Forever Three in One; For as in the beginning, Is now, shall ever be,
God's triune name resounding Through all eternity.

Post-Communion Prayer
(P] Let us pray... We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love
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toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and % give you peace.

Amen.
Closing Song “Joy to the World” LsB 387
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room
And heav'n and nature sing, And heav'n and nature sing,
And heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found, Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love, And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders of His love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 Text: Public domain
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Sermon Notes
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