
 

December 1, 2024 

Compelled by the Love of Christ to Live, 
Learn, Share, and Serve’ 

 

 
St. John 
Lutheran 
Church 

Missouri Synod 
2888 W Houghton 

Lake Dr 
Houghton Lake, MI 

48629 
989-366-5164 

www.stjohnhl.com 
office@stjohnhl.com 

Welcome 
to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service. 

We are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your 

time with us will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.  

Today’s service includes the Lord’s Supper. If you are a first-time 

visitor and wish to receive Holy Communion, please speak with one 

of our Elders or myself prior to service . 

 

May God bless your worship with us today, 

Paul Kruse, Pastor 

E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com         Mobile: 989-992-6030 
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Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of 
Christian faith in our community, to all 

generations, wherever they may be’  

As We Gather 

First Sunday in Advent Divine Service One (pp 151ff) 

Prelude                                                               “Hope Has a Name” 
Breaking through the silence  With glory in the highest 

The hope of all creation   Resting in his mother's arms 

A song on the horizon   Ringing through the heavens 

The long-awaited Savior  

Come to set the captives free 

Come to set the captives free   

Come set us free 

Hope has a name Emmanuel  

The Light of the World Who broke through the darkness 

All hail the King Emmanuel 

The Light of the World  The Glory of Heaven 

We didn't see it coming  The story of redemption 

What started in a manger  Ended in an empty grave 

Oh I know that 

Hope has a name Emmanuel  

The Light of the World Who broke through the darkness 

All hail the King Emmanuel 

The Light of the World  The Glory of Heaven 

Come if you're broken  Come if you're searching 

If you need healing  He's where you find it 

Lay down your burdens  And breathe in forgiveness 

If you need freedom  Yeah He's where you find it 

Oh if you need freedom  Yeah He's where you find it 

Yeah He's where you find it oh 
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Hope has a name Emmanuel  

The Light of the World Who broke through the darkness 

All hail the King Emmanuel 

The Light of the World  The Glory of Heaven 

Hope has a name Emmanuel  

The Light of the World Who broke through the darkness 

All hail the King Emmanuel 

The Light of the World  The Glory of Heaven 

CCLI Song # 7163645  Jacob Sooter | Kristian Stanfill | Sean Curran 

© 2020 Capitol CMG Paragon For use solely with the SongSelect®  

Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com  CCLI License # 2801469  

Welcome and Sharing of the Peace  

Opening Song          “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” LSB 357, vs 1-3 & 7 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear. Refrain 

ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, 

Who ord’rest all things mightily; 

To us the path of knowledge show, 

And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain 

O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, 

Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height 

In ancient times didst give the Law 

In cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 

And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

http://www.ccli.com/
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Text: tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; Latin, c. 12th 

cent.  Text: Public domain 

  

Invocation  LSB 151 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination 

P Most merciful God,  

C  we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

Amen. 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His 
sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives 
the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy 
Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to 
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

P Behold, your king is coming to you; 
C righteous and having salvation. 
P Who in the skies can be compared to the Lord? 
C Who among the heavenly beings is like the Lord? 
P Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; 



Page | 4 

C steadfast love and faithfulness go before you. 
P Blessèd are the people who know the festal shout, 
C who walk, O Lord, in the light of your face, 
P who exult in your name all the day 
C and in your righteousness are exalted. 
P For our shield belongs to the Lord, 
C our king to the Holy One of Israel.  
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy - Sung  LSB 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let 

us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray together…    

C Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may 

be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your 

mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

First Reading Jeremiah 33:14-16 
14“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I 

made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that 

time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David, and he shall execute 

justice and righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and 
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Jerusalem will dwell securely. And this is the name by which it will be called: ‘The 

Lord is our righteousness.’” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading                                                  1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

9 For what thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy that we feel for 

your sake before our God, 10 as we pray most earnestly night and day that we may 

see you face to face and supply what is lacking in your faith? 11 Now may our God 

and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you, 12 and may the 

Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, as we do 

for you, 13 so that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God 

and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia Sung   LSB 156 

C Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal 

life. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Gospel Reading Luke 21:25-36 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter. 

 

25 “And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of 

nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, 26 people 

fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the 

powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 And then they will see the Son of Man 

coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 Now when these things begin to 

take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is 

drawing near.” 

29 And he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 30 As soon as 

they come out in leaf, you see for yourselves and know that the summer is already 



Page | 6 

near. 31 So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the 

kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away 

until all has taken place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not 

pass away. 

34 “But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and 

drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a 

trap. 35 For it will come upon all who dwell on the face of the whole earth. 36 But stay 

awake at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these things 

that are going to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Children's Message 

Message Song “Savior of the Nations, Come” LSB 332 vs 1-4 & 8 

Savior of the nations, come, 

Virgin’s Son, make here Your home! 

Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, 

That the Lord chose such a birth. 

Not by human flesh and blood, 

By the Spirit of our God, 

Was the Word of God made flesh— 

Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. 

Here a maid was found with child, 

Yet remained a virgin mild. 

In her womb this truth was shown: 

God was there upon His throne. 

Then stepped forth the Lord of all 

From His pure and kingly hall; 

God of God, yet fully man, 

His heroic course began. 
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Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 

Glory to the Spirit be 

Now and through eternity. 
Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340–397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (sts. 1–2): tr. William M. 

Reynolds, 1812–76; (sts. 3, 6): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (sts. 4–5, 8): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; 

(st. 7): tr. Gifford A. Grobien, 1973  Text (sts. 1–2): Public domain 

Text (sts. 3, 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. 

Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002579 

Message                                “A Season of Preparation” Luke 21:25-36 

Offering 
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you 

directly to our donation site.   

Offering Song - Sung  LSB 159 

C What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? I will offer 
the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. I 
will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. I 
will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, in 
the courts of the Lord's house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.  

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 
whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I 
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believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and proper … Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and singing: 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord – (Sung)  LSB 161 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might: Heaven and earth are 
full of your glory. Hosanna.  Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed 
is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord  LSB 162 

The Peace of the Lord  LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

Lamb of God - Sung  LSB 163 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
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Distribution of the Holy Sacrament 
The Lord gave this Holy Sacrament to His Church so that His followers might receive His love and 
forgiveness in a visible, tangible way. When the Church celebrates this Sacrament, believers are also 
making a public declaration of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 11:26). Holy Communion is offered 
every Sunday at St. John Lutheran, but because it is possible to receive the Lord’s Supper to one’s detriment 
(1 Cor. 11:27-29), we ask all who wish to partake of it to examine themselves as follows: 

1. Do I believe that I am a sinner and therefore deserve God’s punishment? 
2. Am I truly sorry that by my sins I have offended God? 
3. Do I believe that God accepts the death of Jesus as payment for my sins and therefore forgives 

my sins for Jesus’ sake alone and not because of any goodness or effort on my part? 
4. Do I intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to turn from my sins? 
5. Do I seek to forgive others as God has forgiven me? 
6. Do I believe Christ’s own Word that His body and blood are truly given and received in and 

with the bread and wine (Matt. 26:26-28)? 
If you have been baptized into the Christian faith and can answer “yes” to the above questions, you 
are invited to receive Holy Communion with the assurance of all the blessings Scripture promises. 
 

Distribution Song                                                                                        “Echo Holy” 
 

Gathered at the highest throne   Welcomed by a melody 

An anthem I have always known    A song that’s always been in me 

All glory and honor Dominion and power To You 

A million angels fall Face down on the floor 

All to echo holy is the Lord My heart can’t help but sing 

With all of heaven roar Forever echo holy is the Lord 

  Oh oh  Forever echo holy is the Lord 
 

Memorized by every heart Written in eternity 

Every lifted voice a part Joining in the symphony 

All glory and honor Dominion and power To You 

All wisdom and wonder Belong to no other But You 

A million angels fall Face down on the floor 

All to echo holy is the Lord My heart can’t help but sing 

With all of heaven roar Forever echo holy is the Lord 

Oh oh Forever echo holy is the Lord 

Standing at the end of time There before the throne of grace 
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Majesty before my eyes I'll let it take my breath away 

A million angels fall Face down on the floor 

All to echo holy is the Lord My heart can’t help but sing 

With all of heaven roar Forever echo holy is the Lord 
 

Jake Espy, Kory Miller, Mia Fieldes, Ran Jackson CCLI Song #7162703 © 2021 Be Essential Songs; Songs From Richmond Park; Songs Of Red 

Rocks Worship Publishing; Upside Down Under For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License #2801469 

 

                                                           “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” LSB 621 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence  And with fear and trembling stand; 

Ponder nothing earthly-minded,  For with blessing in His hand 

Christ our God to earth descending 

Comes our homage to demand. 

King of kings yet born of Mary,  As of old on earth He stood, 

Lord of lords in human vesture,  In the body and the blood, 

He will give to all the faithful 

His own self for heav’nly food. 

Rank on rank the host of heaven  Spreads its vanguard on the way 

As the Light of Light, descending  From the realms of endless day, 

Comes the pow’rs of hell to vanquish 

As the darkness clears away. 

At His feet the six-winged seraph,  Cherubim with sleepless eye, 

Veil their faces to the presence  As with ceaseless voice they cry: 

“Alleluia, alleluia! 

Alleluia, Lord Most High!” 
Text: Liturgy of St. James, 5th cent.; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829–85, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

Post-Communion Song Sung LSB 164 

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev'ryone what He has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. He recalls 
His promises and leads His people forth in joy with shouts of 
thanksgiving.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
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Post-Communion Prayer 

A Let us pray.   We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Blessing  LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 
 

Closing Song “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” LSB 341 

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates! 

Behold, the King of glory waits. 

The King of kings is drawing near; 

The Savior of the world is here. 

Life and salvation He doth bring; 

Therefore rejoice and gladly sing. 

To God the Father raise 

Your joyful songs of praise. 

A righteous Helper comes to thee; 

His chariot is humility, 

His kingly crown is holiness, 

His scepter, pity in distress. 

The end of all our woe He brings; 

Therefore the earth is glad and sings. 

To Christ the Savior raise 

Your grateful hymns of praise. 
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How blest the land, the city blest, 

Where Christ the ruler is confessed! 

O peaceful hearts and happy homes 

To whom this King in triumph comes! 

The cloudless sun of joy is He 

Who comes to set His people free. 

To God the Spirit raise 

Your happy shouts of praise. 

Fling wide the portals of your heart; 

Make it a temple set apart 

From earthly use for heav’n’s employ, 

Adorned with prayer and love and joy. 

So shall your Sov’reign enter in 

And new and nobler life begin. 

To God alone be praise 

For word and deed and grace! 

Redeemer, come and open wide 

My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide! 

O enter with Thy grace divine; 

Thy face of mercy on me shine. 

Thy Holy Spirit guide us on 

Until our glorious goal is won. 

Eternal praise and fame 

We offer to Thy name. 

Text: Georg Weissel, 1590–1635; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Text: Public domain 
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