
 
October 6, 2024 

Compelled by the Love of Christ to Live, 
Learn, Share, and Serve’ 

 
St. John 
Lutheran 
Church 

Missouri Synod 
2888 W Houghton 

Lake Dr 
Houghton Lake, MI 

48629 
989-366-5164 

www.stjohnhl.com 
office@stjohnhl.com 

Welcome 
to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service. 

We are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your 

time with us will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.  

Today’s service includes the Lord’s Supper. If you are a first-time 

visitor and wish to receive Holy Communion, please speak with one 

of our Elders or myself prior to service . 

 

May God bless your worship with us today, 

Paul Kruse, Pastor 

E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com         Mobile: 989-992-6030 

http://www.stjohnhl.com/
mailto:paul@stjohnhl.com
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Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of 
Christian faith in our community, to all 

generations, wherever they may be’  

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost Divine Service One (pp 151ff) 

Prelude                                                            A Time of Preparation 

Welcome and Sharing of the Peace  

Opening Song “Oh, Blest the House” LSB 862 

Oh, blest the house, whate’er befall, 

Where Jesus Christ is all in all! 

A home that is not wholly His— 

How sad and poor and dark it is! 

Oh, blest that house where faith is found 

And all in hope and love abound; 

They trust their God and serve Him still 

And do in all His holy will! 

Oh, blest the parents who give heed 

Unto their children’s foremost need 

And weary not of care or cost. 

May none to them and heav’n be lost! 

Oh, blest that house; it prospers well. 

In peace and joy the parents dwell, 

And in their children’s lives is shown 

How richly God can bless His own. 

Then here will I and mine today 

A solemn promise make and say: 

Though all the world forsake His Word, 

I and my house will serve the Lord! 

Text: Christoph Carl Ludwig von Pfeil, 1712–84; (sts. 1–2, 4–5): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, 

alt.; (st. 3): tr. Evangelical Lutheran Hymnal, 1880, Columbus 

Text: Public domain 
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Invocation  LSB 151 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination 

P Most merciful God,  

C  we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

Amen. 
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His 

sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives 
the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy 
Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to 
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

P  Unless the Lord builds the house, 
C  those who build it labor in vain. 

P  Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, 
C  the fruit of the womb a reward. 
P  Like arrows in the hand of a warrior 
C  are the children of one’s youth. 
P  Blessèd is the man who fills his quiver with them! 
C  He shall not be put to shame when he speaks with his enemies in the 

gate.  
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C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was 
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy - Sung  LSB 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let 

us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 

Hymn of Praise Sung LSB 155 

C This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Worthy 

is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people 

of God. This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are 

His. This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Sing 

with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation. Blessing, 

honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. This is 

the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. For the Lamb 

who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. This is the feast of victory 

for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray together…    

C Merciful Father, Your patience and loving-kindness toward us have no 

end. Grant that by Your Holy Spirit we may always think and do those 

things that are pleasing in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.   Amen. 
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First Reading Genesis 2:18-25 
18 Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make 

him a helper fit for him.” 19 Now out of the ground the LORD God had formed every 

beast of the field and every bird of the heavens and brought them to the man to 

see what he would call them. And whatever the man called every living creature, 

that was its name. 20 The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the 

heavens and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper 

fit for him. 21 So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while 

he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22 And the rib that 

the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to 

the man. 23 Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my 

flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.” 24 Therefore 

a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall 

become one flesh. 25 And the man and his wife were both naked and were not 

ashamed. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia Sung   LSB 156 

C Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal 

life. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Gospel Reading Mark 10:2-16 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the tenth chapter. 

 
2 And Pharisees came up and in order to test him asked, “Is it lawful for a man to 

divorce his wife?” 3 He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” 4 They 

said, “Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of divorce and to send her away.” 
5 And Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote you this 

commandment. 6 But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and 

female.’ 7 ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his 

wife, 8 and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two but one 

flesh. 9 What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.” 10 And in 
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the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. 11 And he said to them, 

“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against 

her, 12 and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” 
13 And they were bringing children to him that he might touch them, and the 

disciples rebuked them. 14 But when Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said to 

them, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the 

kingdom of God. 15 Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of 

God like a child shall not enter it.” 16 And he took them in his arms and blessed 

them, laying his hands on them. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Children's Message 

Message Song “All People That on Earth Do Dwell” LSB 791 

All people that on earth do dwell, 

Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice. 

Him serve with mirth, His praise forthtell; 

Come ye before Him and rejoice. 

Know that the Lord is God indeed; 

Without our aid He did us make. 

We are His folk, He doth us feed, 

And for His sheep He doth us take. 

O enter then His gates with praise; 

Approach with joy His courts unto. 

Praise, laud, and bless His name always, 

For it is seemly so to do. 

For why? The Lord our God is good: 

His mercy is forever sure. 

His truth at all times firmly stood 

And shall from age to age endure. 
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To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

The God whom heav’n and earth adore, 

From us and from the angel host 

Be praise and glory evermore. 
Text: William Kethe, d. c. 1593, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

Message                                                           “The Original Design” 

Offering 
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you 

directly to our donation site.   

Offering Song - Sung  LSB 159 

C What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? I will offer 
the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. I 
will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. I 
will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, in 
the courts of the Lord's house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.  

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 
whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I 
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and proper … Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and singing: 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord – (Sung)  LSB 161 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might: Heaven and earth are 
full of your glory. Hosanna.  Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed 
is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord  LSB 162 

The Peace of the Lord  LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

Lamb of God - Sung  LSB 163 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

Distribution of the Holy Sacrament 
The Lord gave this Holy Sacrament to His Church so that His followers might receive His love and 
forgiveness in a visible, tangible way. When the Church celebrates this Sacrament, believers are also 
making a public declaration of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 11:26). Holy Communion is offered 
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every Sunday at St. John Lutheran, but because it is possible to receive the Lord’s Supper to one’s detriment 
(1 Cor. 11:27-29), we ask all who wish to partake of it to examine themselves as follows: 

1. Do I believe that I am a sinner and therefore deserve God’s punishment? 
2. Am I truly sorry that by my sins I have offended God? 
3. Do I believe that God accepts the death of Jesus as payment for my sins and therefore forgives 

my sins for Jesus’ sake alone and not because of any goodness or effort on my part? 
4. Do I intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to turn from my sins? 
5. Do I seek to forgive others as God has forgiven me? 
6. Do I believe Christ’s own Word that His body and blood are truly given and received in and 

with the bread and wine (Matt. 26:26-28)? 
If you have been baptized into the Christian faith and can answer “yes” to the above questions, you 
are invited to receive Holy Communion with the assurance of all the blessings Scripture promises. 

Distribution Song “Your Table I Approach” LSB 628 

Your table I approach; 

Dear Savior, hear my prayer. 

Let not an unrepentant heart 

Prove hurtful to me there. 

Lord, I confess my sins 

And mourn their wretched bands; 

A contrite heart is sure to find 

Forgiveness at Your hands. 

Your body and Your blood, 

Once slain and shed for me, 

Are taken at Your table, Lord, 

In blest reality. 

Search not how this takes place, 

This wondrous mystery; 

God can accomplish vastly more 

Than what we think could be. 

O grant, most blessèd Lord, 

That earth and hell combined 

May not about this sacrament 

Raise doubt within my mind. 

Oh, may I never fail 

To thank You day and night 
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For Your true body and true blood, 

O God, my peace and light. 
Text: Gerhard Wolter Molanus, 1633–1722; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

Post-Communion Song Sung LSB 164 

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev'ryone what He has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. He recalls 
His promises and leads His people forth in joy with shouts of 
thanksgiving.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

A Let us pray.   We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Blessing  LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 

Closing Song “In Holy Conversation” LSB 772 

In holy conversation 

We speak to God in prayer, 

And at His invitation 

Our deepest thoughts we share. 

We come, His will obeying, 

As children bringing needs; 

And to support our praying, 

His Spirit intercedes. 
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These holy conversations 

Begin in childlike ways; 

We bring our supplications 

And words of thanks and praise. 

With care our Father listens 

To ev’ry thought expressed, 

Then answers our petitions 

In ways He knows are best. 

As holy conversation, 

In silence or by word, 

In ev’ry situation 

Through Jesus, we are heard. 

So let us pray securely, 

Expressing hopes and fears 

With confidence that surely 

Our Father ever hears. 

Text: Gregory J. Wismar, 1946 

Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002579 
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Sermon Notes  
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