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August 18, 2024

Welcome

to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service.
We are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your
time with us will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.

Today's service includes the Lord’s Supper. If you are a first-time
visitor and wish to receive Holy Communion, please speak with one
of our Elders or myself prior to service.

May God bless your worship with us today,
Paul Kruse, Pastor

E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com Mobile: 989-992-6030

Compelled by the Love of Christ to Live,
Learn, Share, and Serve’


http://www.stjohnhl.com/
mailto:paul@stjohnhl.com

Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of
Christian faith in our community, to all
generations, wherever they may be’

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost Divine Service Three (pp 184ff
Prelude A Time of Preparation
Welcome and Sharing of the Peace

Opening Song “Today Your Mercy Calls Us”158 915

Today Your mercy calls us
To wash away our sin.

However great our trespass,

Whatever we have been,

However long from mercy
Our hearts have turned away,

Your precious blood can wash us
And make us clean today.

Today Your gate is open,
And all who enter in
Shall find a Father's welcome
And pardon for their sin.
The past shall be forgotten,
A present joy be giv'n,

A future grace be promised,
A glorious crown in heav'n.

Today our Father calls us;
His Holy Spirit waits;

His blessed angels gather
Around the heav'nly gates.
No question will be asked us
How often we have come;
Although we oft have wandered,
It is our Father's home.
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O all-embracing Mercy,
O ever-open Door,

What should we do without You
When heart and eye run o'er?
When all things seem against us,
To drive us to despair,

We know one gate is open,

One ear will hear our prayer.
Text: Oswald Allen, 1816-78, alt.
Text: Public domain

Invocation LSB 184

(P)

In the name of the Father and of the * Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Confession and Forgiveness

P

RERE

)

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God'’s Word and self-examination

Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You
that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against
You by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your
infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for
us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our
sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and
of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your
grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
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®) Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given
His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those
who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God
and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall
be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all.
Amen.
Service of the Word
P} The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it
have a good understanding.
His praise endures forever!
) Praise the Lord! | will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart,
in the company of the upright, in the congregation.
®) Great are the works of the Lord,
studied by all who delight in them.
®)  Full of splendor and majesty is his work,
and his righteousness endures forever.
) He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered;
the Lord is gracious and merciful.
) He provides food for those who fear him;
he remembers his covenant forever.
P) He sent redemption to his people; he has commanded his covenant forever.
Holy and awesome is his name!
Gloria be to the Father (sung) LSB 186
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was
in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
Lord, Have Mercy (Sung) LSB 186
Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy
upon us.
Song of Praise (Sung) LSB 187
P Glory be to God on High,
and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. We praise Thee, we bless

Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy
great glory. O Lord God, heav'nly King, God the Father Almighty. O
Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God,
Son of the Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy
upon us. Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.
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Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon
us. For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. Thou only, O Christ,
with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Prayer of the Day

®) The Lord be with you.

And with thy spirit.

(P} Let us pray together...

Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us to know Your
Son, Jesus, to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly
follow His steps in the way that leads to life eternal; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading Ephesians 5:6-21

6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath
of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. ” Therefore do not become partners
with them; 8for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the
Lord. Walk as children of light ? (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and
right and true), 1°and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. ' Take no part in
the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12 For it is shameful even
to speak of the things that they do in secret. > But when anything is exposed by
the light, it becomes visible, 1 for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore
it says, “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”
15 Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, '® making the best
use of the time, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be foolish, but
understand what the will of the Lord is. ® And do not get drunk with wine, for that
is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, ° addressing one another in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your
heart, 2° giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ, 2! submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
Alleluia (sung) LSB 190

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
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Gospel Reading John 6:51-69
) The Holy Gospel according to John, the sixth chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.
1] am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread,
he will live forever. And the bread that | will give for the life of the world is my
flesh.” 32 The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man
give us his flesh to eat?” 33 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless
you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you.
>4 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and | will raise
him up on the last day. *> For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink.
36 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and | in him.
>7 As the living Father sent me, and | live because of the Father, so whoever feeds
on me, he also will live because of me. 38 This is the bread that came down from
heaven, not like the bread the fathers ate, and died. Whoever feeds on this bread
will live forever.” ® Jesus said these things in the synagogue, as he taught at
Capernaum. ®® When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard saying;
who can listen to it?” 61 But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were
grumbling about this, said to them, “Do you take offense at this? ®2 Then what if
you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 3 It is the Spirit
who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words that | have spoken to you are
spirit and life. 8 But there are some of you who do not believe.” (For Jesus knew
from the beginning who those were who did not believe, and who it was who
would betray him.) 8 And he said, “This is why | told you that no one can come to
me unless it is granted him by the Father.” 8¢ After this many of his disciples turned
back and no longer walked with him. 87 So Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you want
to go away as well?” 88 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life, ® and we have believed, and have come to
know, that you are the Holy One of God.”

) This is the Gospel of the Lord.

O

[® ]
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Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth

and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by
whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And |
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 1 acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life ¥ of the world to come. Amen.

Children’s Message

Message Song “Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens” .55 589

Speak, O Lord, Your servant listens,
Let Your Word to me come near;
Newborn life and spirit give me,

Let each promise still my fear.
Death'’s dread pow'r, its inward strife,
Wars against Your Word of life;

Fill me, Lord, with love's strong fervor
That | cling to You forever!

Oh, what blessing to be near You
And to listen to Your voice;
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Let me ever love and hear You,
Let Your Word be now my choice!
Many hardened sinners, Lord,
Flee in terror at Your Word;

But to all who feel sin’s burden
You give words of peace and pardon.

Lord, Your words are waters living
When my thirsting spirit pleads.
Lord, Your words are bread life-giving;
On Your words my spirit feeds.
Lord, Your words will be my light
Through death’s cold and dreary night;
Yes, they are my sword prevailing
And my cup of joy unfailing!

As | pray, dear Jesus, hear me;
Let Your words in me take root.
May Your Spirit e’er be near me
That | bear abundant fruit.
May | daily sing Your praise,
From my heart glad anthems raise,
Till my highest praise is given
In the endless joy of heaven.

Text: Anna Sophia von Hessen-Darmstadt, 1638-83; (sts. 1-3): tr. George A. T. Rygh, 1860-
1942, alt,; (st. 4): tr. Christian Worship, 1993 Text: Public domain

Message “Finding Your Motivation”

Offering
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take

you directly to our donation site.

Offering Song - sung LSB 192
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit
from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me
with Thy free spirit. Amen.
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Prayer of the Church
Service of the Sacrament

) The Lord be with you.

And with thy spirit.

@) Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up unto the Lord.

P) Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

@) It is truly good, right, and proper ... Therefore with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and singing:

Holy, Holy, Holy (sung) LSB 195

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav'n and earth are full of Thy
glory. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He, blessed
is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna,
hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Lord's Prayer

[P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: LSB 196

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us

from evil.
9 T T | f
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For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
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The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
The Peace of the Lord LSB 197

@) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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Lamb of God (Sung) LSB 198

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have
mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of
the world, have mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest
away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen.

Distribution of the Holy Sacrament
The Lord gave this Holy Sacrament to His Church so that His followers might receive His love and
forgiveness in a visible, tangible way. When the Church celebrates this Sacrament, believers are also
making a public declaration of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 11:26). Holy Communion is
offered every Sunday at St. John Lutheran, but because it is possible to receive the Lord’s Supper to
one’s detriment (1 Cor. 11:27-29), we ask all who wish to partake of it to examine themselves as
follows:
1. Do | believe that | am a sinner and therefore deserve God'’s punishment?
2. Am | truly sorry that by my sins | have offended God?
3. Dol believe that God accepts the death of Jesus as payment for my sins and therefore forgives
my sins for Jesus’ sake alone and not because of any goodness or effort on my part?
4. Do | intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to turn from my sins?
5. Do I seek to forgive others as God has forgiven me?
6. Do | believe Christ's own Word that His body and blood are truly given and received in and
with the bread and wine (Matt. 26:26-28)?

If you have been baptized into the Christian faith and can answer “yes” to the above questions, you
are invited to receive Holy Communion with the assurance of all the blessings Scripture promises.

Distribution Hymn “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” 58 528
Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer’s praise,
The glories of my God and King,
The triumphs of His grace!
My gracious Master and my God,
Assist me to proclaim,
To spread through all the earth abroad,
The honors of Thy name.
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Jesus! The name that charms our fears,
That bids our sorrows cease;
'Tis music in the sinner’s ears,
'Tis life and health and peace.

He breaks the pow'r of canceled sin;
He sets the pris'ner free.

His blood can make the foulest clean;
His blood avails for me.

Look unto Him, ye nations; own
Your God, ye fallen race.
Look and be saved through faith alone,
Be justified by grace.

See all your sins on Jesus laid;
The Lamb of God was slain.
His soul was once an off'ring made
For ev'ry soul of man.

To God all glory, praise, and love
Be now and ever giv'n
By saints below and saints above,
The Church in earth and heav'n.
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt. Text: Public domain

Song of Simeon (Sung)

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy
word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared
before the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory
of Thy people Israel. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the
Holy Ghost, as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world

without end. Amen.
Post-Communion Prayer

P} Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Blessing LSB 202
P] The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and & give you peace.

Hou . | | |
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
Closing Song “Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart” 58 806

Give thanks with a grateful heart,
Give thanks to the Holy One,
Give thanks because He's given
Jesus Christ His Son.

Give thanks with a grateful heart,
Give thanks to the Holy One,
Give thanks because He's given
Jesus Christ His Son.

And now let the weak say “l am strong,”
Let the poor say “l am rich,”
Because of what the Lord has done for us.
And now let the weak say “l am strong,”
Let the poor say “l am rich,”
Because of what the Lord has done for us.

Give thanks, give thanks.
Text: Henry Smith, 1952
Text: © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110002579
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