
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

March 17, 2024 

Compelled by the Love of Christ to Live, 
Learn, Share, and Serve’ 

 

 
St. John 
Lutheran 
Church 

Missouri Synod 
2888 W Houghton 

Lake Dr 
Houghton Lake, MI 

48629 
989-366-5164 

www.stjohnhl.com 
office@stjohnhl.com 

Welcome 
to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service. 

We are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your 

time with us will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.  

Today’s service includes the Lord’s Supper. If you are a first-time 

visitor and wish to receive Holy Communion, please speak with one 

of our Elders or myself prior to service. 

 

May God bless your worship with us today, 

Paul Kruse, Pastor 

E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com         Mobile: 989-992-6030 

http://www.stjohnhl.com/
mailto:paul@stjohnhl.com
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Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of 
Christian faith in our community, to all 

generations, wherever they may be’  

As We Gather 

Fifth Sunday in Lent Divine Service Three (pp 184ff) 

Prelude                                    Welcome and Sharing of the Peace  

Opening Song  “Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way” LSB 857 

Lord, help us walk Your servant way 

Wherever love may lead 

And, bending low, forgetting self, 

Each serve the other’s need. 

You came to earth, O Christ, as Lord, 

But pow’r You laid aside. 

You lived Your years in servanthood; 

In lowliness You died. 

No golden scepter but a towel 

You place within the hands 

Of those who seek to follow You 

And live by Your commands. 

You bid us bend our human pride 

Nor count ourselves above 

The lowest place, the meanest task 

That waits the gift of love. 

Lord, help us walk Your servant way 

Wherever love may lead 

And, bending low, forgetting self, 

Each serve the other’s need. 

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007 

Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002579 
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Invocation  LSB 184 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination 

P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You 

that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against 

You by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your 

infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for 

us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our 

sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and 

of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your 

grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given 

His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those 

who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God 

and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall 

be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

P Vindicate me, O God, and defend my cause against an ungodly people, 
C from the deceitful and unjust man deliver me! 
P I love the Lord, because he has heard 
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C my voice and my pleas for mercy. 
P Because he inclined his ear to me, 
C therefore I will call on him as long as I live. 
P The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; 
C I suffered distress and anguish. 
P Then I called on the name of the Lord: 
C “O Lord, I pray, deliver my soul!” 
P For you have delivered my soul from death, 
C my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling.  

Gloria Patri (Sung)  LSB 186 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was 

in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy (Sung)  LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy 
upon us. 

Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
P Let us pray together… 
C Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your 

people that we may be governed and preserved evermore in body and 
soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen. 

First Reading Hebrews 5:1-10 
1 For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf of 

men in relation to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 He can deal gently 

with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is beset with weakness. 3 Because 

of this he is obligated to offer sacrifice for his own sins just as he does for those of 

the people. 4 And no one takes this honor for himself, but only when called by 

God, just as Aaron was.5 So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high 

priest, but was appointed by him who said to him, “You are my Son, today I have 

begotten you”; 6 as he says also in another place, “You are a priest forever, after the 

order of Melchizedek.” 7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and 

supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from 
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death, and he was heard because of his reverence. 8 Although he was a son, he 

learned obedience through what he suffered. 9 And being made perfect, he 

became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him, 10 being designated 

by God a high priest after the order of Melchizedek. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading Mark 10:32-45 

P The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the tenth chapter. 

 
32 And they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking ahead 

of them. And they were amazed, and those who followed were afraid. And taking 

the twelve again, he began to tell them what was to happen to him, 
33 saying, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered 

over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death 

and deliver him over to the Gentiles. 34 And they will mock him and spit on him, 

and flog him and kill him. And after three days he will rise. 35 And James and 

John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and said to him, “Teacher, we want you 

to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 36 And he said to them, “What do you want 

me to do for you?” 37 And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand 

and one at your left, in your glory.” 38 Jesus said to them, “You do not know what 

you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with 

the baptism with which I am baptized?” 39 And they said to him, “We are able.” And 

Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink, and with the baptism with 

which I am baptized, you will be baptized, 40 but to sit at my right hand or at my 

left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.” 41 And 

when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James and John. 42 And Jesus 

called them to him and said to them, “You know that those who are considered 

rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over 

them. 43 But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you 

must be your servant, 44 and whoever would be first among you must be slave of 
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all. 45 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his 

life as a ransom for many.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 
whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I 
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Message Song  “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain” LSB 435 

 

Come to Calv’ry’s holy mountain, 

Sinners, ruined by the fall; 

Here a pure and healing fountain 

Flows for you, for me, for all, 

In a full, perpetual tide, 

Opened when our Savior died. 
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Come in poverty and meanness, 

Come defiled, without, within; 

From infection and uncleanness, 

From the leprosy of sin, 

Wash your robes and make them white; 

Ye shall walk with God in light. 

Come in sorrow and contrition, 

Wounded, impotent, and blind; 

Here the guilty, free remission, 

Here the troubled, peace may find. 

Health this fountain will restore; 

They that drink shall thirst no more. 

They that drink shall live forever; 

’Tis a soul-renewing flood. 

God is faithful; God will never 

Break His covenant of blood, 

Signed when our Redeemer died, 

Sealed when He was glorified. 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

Message “This is Your Station” 

Offering 
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take 

you directly to our donation site.   

Offering Song - Sung  LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit 
from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me 
with Thy free spirit. Amen.  

Prayer of the Church 
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Service of the Sacrament 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and proper … Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and singing: 

Holy, Holy, Holy (Sung)  LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav'n and earth are full of Thy 
glory. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He, blessed 
is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna, 
hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Lord's Prayer 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:  LSB 196 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. 

 

 

The Words of Our Lord  LSB 197 

The Peace of the Lord  LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 



Page | 8 

Lamb of God (Sung)  LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have 
mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of 
the world, have mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest 
away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace.  Amen. 

Distribution of the Holy Sacrament 
The Lord gave this Holy Sacrament to His Church so that His followers might receive His love and 

forgiveness in a visible, tangible way. When the Church celebrates this Sacrament, believers are also 

making a public declaration of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 11:26). Holy Communion is 

offered every Sunday at St. John Lutheran, but because it is possible to receive the Lord’s Supper to 

one’s detriment (1 Cor. 11:27-29), we ask all who wish to partake of it to examine themselves as 

follows: 

1. Do I believe that I am a sinner and therefore deserve God’s punishment? 

2. Am I truly sorry that by my sins I have offended God? 

3. Do I believe that God accepts the death of Jesus as payment for my sins and therefore forgives 

my sins for Jesus’ sake alone and not because of any goodness or effort on my part? 

4. Do I intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to turn from my sins? 

5. Do I seek to forgive others as God has forgiven me? 

6. Do I believe Christ’s own Word that His body and blood are truly given and received in and 

with the bread and wine (Matt. 26:26-28)? 

If you have been baptized into the Christian faith and can answer “yes” to the above questions, you 

are invited to receive Holy Communion with the assurance of all the blessings Scripture promises. 

Distribution Hymn                        “Be Thou My Vision”(not in Hymnal) 

Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart – 

Naught be all else to me save that Thou art; 

Thou my best thought, by day or by night – 

Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light. 

Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true Word – 

I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord; 

Thou my great Father, I Thy true son – 

Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one. 

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise – 

Thou mine inheritance, now and always; 

Thou and Thou only, first in my heart – 

High King of heaven, my Treasure Thou art. 
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High King of heaven, my victory won, 

May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heav’n’s Sun! 

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 

Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all. 

(6th Century (560-640) Dallan Forgaill – Christian Irish Poet 

Wrote “ROPTOMO Baile” (Be Thou My Vision) 
 

Song of Simeon (Sung)  LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy 
word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared 
before the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory 
of Thy people Israel. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Ghost, as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end.  Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Blessing  LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 

 

 



Page | 10 

Closing Song  “Not All the Blood of Beasts” LSB 431 

Not all the blood of beasts 

On Jewish altars slain 

Could give the guilty conscience peace 

Or wash away the stain. 

But Christ, the heav’nly Lamb, 

Takes all our sins away; 

A sacrifice of nobler name 

And richer blood than they. 

My faith would lay its hand 

On that dear head of Thine, 

While as a penitent I stand, 

And there confess my sin. 

My soul looks back to see 

The burden Thou didst bear 

When hanging on the cursèd tree; 

I know my guilt was there. 

Believing, we rejoice 

To see the curse remove; 

We bless the Lamb with cheerful voice 

And sing His bleeding love. 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. 

Text: Public domain 
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