
  
 

March 6, 2024 

‘Compelled by the Love of Christ to Live, Learn, Share, 
and Serve’  

‘Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of Christian 
faith in our community, to all generations, wherever they 

may be’ 

Pastor Meyer – Faith Lutheran - Prescott 

Welcome 
to St. John Lutheran Church and our Midweek Lenten Service. We are so glad you 

have chosen to join us today and we pray your time with us will fill you with the love 

our Lord has for you.  
May God bless your worship with us today, 

Paul Kruse, Pastor 
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AS WE GATHER 

From earliest days the Christian Church employed the weeks before Easter—what came to be 

called the season of Lent—as the time of the year to prepare candidates for the Sacrament of 

Holy Baptism, the catechumenate. Paul wrote, “We were buried therefore with Him by baptism 

into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too 

might walk in newness of life” (Romans 6:4). Our midweek Lenten services prepare us to consider 

our identity and connection with the Passion of Christ as the baptized children of God. Today, we 

focus on three scenes of the cross that strengthen our faith in Christ’s kindness for us. The cross is 

our King’s throne where His love takes away our sin and makes us the family of God. 

Welcome and Sharing of the Peace                                                                             

Opening Hymn                           “Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness” LSB 563 

Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness 

My beauty are, my glorious dress; 

Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed, 

With joy shall I lift up my head. 

Bold shall I stand in that great day, 

Cleansed and redeemed, no debt to pay; 

Fully absolved through these I am 

From sin and fear, from guilt and shame. 

Lord, I believe Thy precious blood, 

Which at the mercy seat of God 

Pleads for the captives’ liberty, 

Was also shed in love for me. 

Lord, I believe, were sinners more 

Than sands upon the ocean shore, 

Thou hast for all a ransom paid, 

For all a full atonement made. 

When from the dust of death I rise 

To claim my mansion in the skies, 

This then shall be my only plea: 

Jesus hath lived and died for me. 
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Jesus, be endless praise to Thee, 

Whose boundless mercy hath for me, 

For me, and all Thy hands have made, 

An everlasting ransom paid. 

Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700–60; tr. John B. Wesley, 1703–91, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

Invocation  LSB 184 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

OPENING SENTENCES   Psalm 118:24; 113:3; Joel 2:13; Matthew 16:24; Isaiah 53:5 

P     This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C     let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

P     From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C     the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

P     Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, 

C     slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil. 

P     Jesus said: If any man would come after Me, 

C     let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. 

P     Christ was wounded for our transgressions. 

C     He was bruised for our iniquities. 

P    From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C    the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

                     Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

First Reading Philippians 2:1-11 
1 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any 

participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by 

being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one 

mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others 

more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own 

interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, 
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which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not 

count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the 

form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human 

form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death 

on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name 

that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 

heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus 

Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading                                                                John 19:16b-27 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the nineteenth chapter. 

   C   Glory to You, O Lord 
16 …So they took Jesus, 17 and he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called The 

Place of a Skull, which in Aramaic is called Golgotha. 18 There they crucified him, and with 

him two others, one on either side, and Jesus between them. 19 Pilate also wrote an 

inscription and put it on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” 20 Many 

of the Jews read this inscription, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, 

and it was written in Aramaic, in Latin, and in Greek. 21 So the chief priests of the Jews said 

to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but rather, ‘This man said, I am King of the 

Jews.’” 22 Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.” 23 When the soldiers had 

crucified Jesus, they took his garments and divided them into four parts, one part for each 

soldier; also his tunic. But the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from top to 

bottom, 24 so they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose 

it shall be.” This was to fulfill the Scripture which says, “They divided my garments among 

them, and for my clothing they cast lots.” So the soldiers did these things, 25 but standing 

by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and 

Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing 

nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” 27 Then he said to the disciple, 

“Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home. 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

  P We have an advocate with the Father: Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 

  C He was delivered up to death;  

           He was delivered for the sins of the people. 
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   P Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 

   C He was delivered up to death;  

           He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

  P We have an advocate with the Father: Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 

  C He was delivered up to death;  

          He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

CATECHISM  Ten Commandments 

             C You shall have no other gods. 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

Honor your father and your mother. 

You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or 

maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 

neighbor. 

Hymn              “Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake LSB 688, vs 1-2, 5 

“Come, follow Me,” the Savior spake,  “All in My way abiding; 

Deny yourselves, the world forsake,  Obey My call and guiding. 

O bear the cross, whate’er betide, 

Take My example for your guide. 

“I am the light, I light the way,  A godly life displaying; 

I bid you walk as in the day;  I keep your feet from straying. 

I am the way, and well I show 

How you must sojourn here below. 

Then let us follow Christ, our Lord,  And take the cross appointed 

And, firmly clinging to His Word,  In suff’ring be undaunted. 

For those who bear the battle’s strain 

The crown of heav’nly life obtain. 
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Text: tr. Charles W. Schaeffer, 1813–96; (sts. 1–3, 5): Johann Scheffler, 1624–77; (st. 4): 

Geistliche Lieder und Lobgesänge, 1695  Text: Public domain  

          Message                                 “Wisdom Has A Friend on the Cross” 

          Sermon 

Offering  

Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you 

directly to our donation site.  

Prayer for Lent 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 

mind, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 

for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 
to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 

of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 P For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to   

the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for 

all who travel, let us pray to the Lord:, 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 
   C   Lord, have mercy. 

   P     For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to     

the Lord: 

 C Lord, have mercy. 

 P For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the 
Lord 

 C Lord, have mercy. 
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 P Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

 C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 196 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   

             P   O Jesus, our King, by Holy Baptism into Your death we have been adopted 

as sons and daughters of God by grace. In Your kingly love You faithfully 

kept the ancient promise of the salvation of the whole world once again 

setting even the solitary in families. Fill us with wisdom and patience that 

we may live together in faith and love; for You live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Collect For The Word 
             P    Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our 

learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them 

to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your Holy Word, we may 

embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C  Amen. 

LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER 

             C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 

that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would 

forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep 
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me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and 

soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe 

may have no power over me. Amen. 

Blessing 
P Let us bless the Lord. 

   C    Thanks be to God. 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the  Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

bless and preserve you.. 

   C    Amen. 

Closing Song                    “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” LSB 685 vs 1-2 

Let us ever walk with Jesus,  Follow His example pure, 

Through a world that would deceive us  And to sin our spirits lure. 

Onward in His footsteps treading,  Pilgrims here, our home above, 

Full of faith and hope and love,  Let us do the Father’s bidding. 

Faithful Lord, with me abide; 

 I shall follow where You guide. 

 Let us suffer here with Jesus  And with patience bear our cross. 

Joy will follow all our sadness;  Where He is, there is no loss. 

Though today we sow no laughter,  We shall reap celestial joy; 

All discomforts that annoy  Shall give way to mirth hereafter. 

Jesus, here I share Your woe; 

Help me there Your joy to know. 
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