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God Is Calling

January 14, 2024

Welcome

to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service. We
are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your time
with us will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.
May God bless your worship with us today,
Paul Kruse, Pastor

E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com Mobile: 989-992-6030

Compelled by the Love of Christ to Live,
Learn, Share, and Serve’


http://www.stjohnhl.com/
mailto:paul@stjohnhl.com

Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of
Christian faith in our community, to all
generations, wherever they may be’

As We Gather
Second Sunday after the Epiphany Divine Service One (pp 151ff)
Prelude Welcome and Sharing of the Peace
Opening Song “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” (S8 790

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise Him, for He is your health and salvation!
Let all who hear
Now to His temple draw near,
Joining in glad adoration!

Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is wondrously reigning
And, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining.
Have you not seen
All that is needful has been
Sent by His gracious ordaining?

Praise to the Lord, who has fearfully, wondrously, made you,
Health has bestowed and, when heedlessly falling, has stayed you.
What need or grief
Ever has failed of relief?

Wings of His mercy did shade you.

Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you;
Surely His goodness and mercy shall daily attend you.
Ponder anew
What the Almighty can do
As with His love He befriends you.

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him!
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before Him!
Let the Amen
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Sound from His people again;

Gladly forever adore Him!
Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-80; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Text: Public domain

Invocation LSB 157

P

In the name of the Father and of the % Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Confession and Forgiveness

(P)

P

®

®

RERE

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Silence for reflection on God'’s Word and self-examination

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His
sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives
the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy
Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Service of the Word
| have not hidden your deliverance within my heart;
I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation;
| waited patiently for the Lord;
he inclined to me and heard my cry.
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®) He drew me up from the pit of destruction, out of the miry bog,

and set my feet upon a rock, making my steps secure.

P} He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God.

Many will see and fear, and put their trust in the Lord.

P Blessed is the man who makes the Lord his trust,

who does not turn to the proud, to those who go astray after a lie!

®  You have multiplied, O Lord my God, your wondrous deeds and your
thoughts toward us; none can compare with you!

I will proclaim and tell of them, yet they are more than can be told.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy (Sung) LSB 152

(P] In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

P} For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

P} For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

P} For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us
pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

) Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.

Hymn of Praise (Sung) LSB 154
P} Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: We worship You, we

give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only
Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God: You take away the sin of the
world; have mercy on us. You are seated at the right hand of the Father;
receive our prayer. For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the
Lord, You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in
the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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Prayer of the Day

®) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

) Let us pray together...

Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things in heaven and on
earth, mercifully hear the prayers of Your people and grant us Your
peace through all our days; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

First Reading 1 Samuel 3:1-11

T Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD in the presence of Eli. And the
word of the LORD was rare in those days; there was no frequent vision. 2 At that
time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying
down in his own place. 3 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was
lying downin the temple of the LorRD, where the ark of God was. 4Then
the LORD called Samuel, and he said, “Here | am!” ® and ran to Eli and said, “Here |
am, for you called me.” But he said, "I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and
lay down. ® And the LORD called again, “Samuel!” and Samuel arose and went to Eli
and said, "Here | am, for you called me.” But he said, "l did not call, my son; lie
down again.” 7"Now Samuel did not yet know the LorD, and the word of
the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 8 And the LoRD called Samuel again the
third time. And he arose and went to Eli and said, “"Here | am, for you called me.”
Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. ? Therefore Eli said to Samuel,
"Go, lie down, and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant
hears.”” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. ® And the LORD came and stood,
calling as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your
servant hears.” 1 Then the LORD said to Samuel, “Behold, | am about to do a thing
in Israel at which the two ears of everyone who hears it will tingle.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia sung LSB 156
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal
life. Alleluia, alleluia.
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Gospel Reading John 1:43-51
P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to
him, “Follow me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and
Peter. 4° Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of
whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son
of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”
Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and
said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael
said to him, "How do you know me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you,
when you were under the fig tree, | saw you.” #°Nathanael answered
him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israell” >° Jesus answered
him, “Because | said to you, 'l saw you under the fig tree,' do you believe? You will
see greater things than these.” 31 And he said to him, “Truly, truly, | say to you, you
will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the
Son of Man.”

P nThIS is the Gospel of the Lord
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@ Praise to You, O Christ.

Children's Message

Message Song “All Depends on Our Possessing” (S8732vs 1,25&6
All depends on our possessing
God's abundant grace and blessing,
Though all earthly wealth depart.
They who trust with faith unshaken
By their God are not forsaken
And will keep a dauntless heart.
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He who to this day has fed me
And to many joys has led me
Is and ever shall be mine.
He who ever gently schools me,
He who daily guides and rules me
Will remain my help divine.

Well He knows what best to grant me;
All the longing hopes that haunt me,
Joy and sorrow, have their day.
| shall doubt His wisdom never;

As God wills, so be it ever;
| commit to Him my way.

If my days on earth He lengthen,
God my weary soul will strengthen;
All my trust in Him | place.
Earthly wealth is not abiding,
Like a stream away is gliding;
Safe | anchor in His grace.

Text: Andachtige Haus-Kirche, 1676, Nurnberg; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Text: Public domain

Message “Who's Calling?”

Offering
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you
directly to our donation site.

Offering Song - sung LSB 159
What shall | render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? | will offer
the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. |
will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. |
will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, in
the courts of the Lord's house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.
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Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come
to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life ® everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Lord's Prayer LSB 162

P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

Blessing LSB 166
P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ' give you peace.
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Closing Song “On Eagles’ Wings” S8 727

You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord,
Who abide in His shadow for life,
Say to the Lord: “My refuge,

My rock in whom | trust!” Refrain
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ref And He will raise you up on eagles’ wings,
Bear you on the breath of dawn,
Make you to shine like the sun,
And hold you in the palm of His hand.

The snare of the fowler will never capture you,
And famine will bring you no fear;
Under His wings your refuge,

His faithfulness your shield. Refrain

You need not fear the terror of the night,
Nor the arrow that flies by day;
Though thousands fall about you,
Near you it shall not come. Refrain

For to His angels He's given a command
To guard you in all of your ways;
Upon their hands they will bear you up,
Lest you dash your foot against a stone. Refrain

Text: Michael Joncas, 1951
Text: © OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002579
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Sermon Notes
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