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Welcome 
to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service. We 

are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your time 

with us will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.  

 

May God bless your worship with us today, 

Paul Kruse, Pastor 

E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com       Mobile: 989-992-6030 
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Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of 
Christian faith in our community, to all 

generations, wherever they may be’  

As We Gather 

Second Sunday in Advent Divine Service One (pp 151ff) 

A Time of Preparation                                                            Prelude  

Sharing of the Peace and Welcome 

Opening Song “Christ is Made the Sure Foundation” LSB 909 

Christ is made the sure foundation, 

Christ, our head and cornerstone, 

Chosen of the Lord and precious, 

Binding all the Church in one; 

Holy Zion’s help forever  And our confidence alone. 

To this temple, where we call You, 

Come, O Lord of hosts, and stay; 

Come with all Your loving-kindness, 

Hear Your people as they pray; 

And Your fullest benediction  Shed within these walls today. 

Grant, we pray, to all Your faithful 

All the gifts they ask to gain; 

What they gain from You, forever 

With the blessèd to retain; 

And hereafter in Your glory  Evermore with You to reign. 

Praise and honor to the Father, 

Praise and honor to the Son, 

Praise and honor to the Spirit, 

Ever three and ever one: 

One in might and one in glory  While unending ages run! 

Text: Latin, c. 8th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 

Text: Public domain 
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Invocation  LSB 151 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.  

Confession and Forgiveness 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination 

P Most merciful God,  

C  we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by  

what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

Amen. 
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His 

sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives 
the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy 
Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to 
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 
P Restore us, O God; 

C let your face shine, that we may be saved! 

P Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock! 

C You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth. 

P You brought a vine out of Egypt; 

C it took deep root and filled the land. 

P Restore us, O God of hosts; 

C let your face shine, that we may be saved! 
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 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was 

in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy (Sung)  LSB 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 

pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray together… 

        C   Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten 

Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; 

through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

First Reading Isaiah 40:3-11 
3 A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight 

in the desert a highway for our God. 4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and 

every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, 

and the rough places a plain. 5 And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 

and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 6 A 

voice says, “Cry!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All flesh is grass, and all 

its beauty is like the flower of the field. 7 The grass withers, the flower fades 

when the breath of the LORD blows on it; surely the people are grass. 8 The 

grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever. 
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9 Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice 

with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the 

cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” 10 Behold, the Lord GOD comes with 

might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his reward is with him, and his 

recompense before him. 11 He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will 

gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead 

those that are with young. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia Sung   LSB 156 

C Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal 

life. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Gospel Reading Mark 1:1-8 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 

 
1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2 As it is written 

in Isaiah the prophet, “Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who 

will prepare your way, 3 the voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the 

way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’” 4 John appeared, baptizing in the 

wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 

sins. 5 And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him 

and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 

sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camel's hair and wore a leather belt around 

his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And he preached, saying, “After 

me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not 

worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I have baptized you with water, but he will 

baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Children's Program 

Message Song “Arise, O Christian People” LSB 354 

Arise, O Christian people!  Prepare yourselves today; 

Prepare to greet the Savior,  Who takes your sins away. 

To us by grace alone  The truth and light were given; 

The promised Lord from heaven 

To all the world is shown. 

Prepare the way before Him;  Prepare for Him the best. 

Cast out what would offend Him,  This great, this heav’nly guest. 

Make straight, make plain the way:  The lowly valleys raising, 

The heights of pride abasing, 

His path all even lay. 

The humble heart and lowly  God raises up on high; 

Beneath His feet in terror  The haughty soul shall lie. 

The heart sincere and right,  That heeds God’s invitation 

And makes true preparation— 

It is the Lord’s delight. 

Prepare my heart, Lord Jesus;  Turn not from me aside, 

And help me to receive You  This blessèd Adventtide. 

From stall and manger low  Come now to dwell within me; 

I’ll sing Your praises gladly 

And forth Your glory show. 
Text: Valentin Thilo, 1607–62; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–74, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

Message “Preparation” 

Offering 
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you 

directly to our donation site.   
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Offering Song - Sung  LSB 159 

C What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? I will offer 
the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. I 
will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. I 
will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, in 
the courts of the Lord's house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 

Apostles' Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come 
to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life  everlasting. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

Blessing  LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
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Closing Song                             “O Savior, Precious Savior” LSB 527 

O Savior, precious Savior,  Whom yet unseen we love; 

O name of might and favor,  All other names above, 

We worship Thee, we bless Thee, 

To Thee, O Christ, we sing; 

We praise Thee and confess Thee, 

Our holy Lord and King. 

O bringer of salvation,  Who wondrously hast wrought 

Thyself the revelation  Of love beyond our thought, 

We worship Thee, we bless Thee, 

To Thee, O Christ, we sing; 

We praise Thee and confess Thee, 

Our gracious Lord and King. 

In Thee all fullness dwelleth,  All grace and pow’r divine; 

The glory that excelleth,  O Son of God, is Thine. 

We worship Thee, we bless Thee, 

To Thee, O Christ, we sing; 

We praise Thee and confess Thee, 

Our glorious Lord and King. 

O grant the consummation  Of this our song above 

In endless adoration  And everlasting love; 

Then shall we praise and bless Thee 

Where perfect praises ring, 

And evermore confess Thee, 

Our Savior and our King! 
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