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Welcome 
to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service. 

We are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your 

time with us will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.  

Today’s service includes the Lord’s Supper. If you are a first-time 

visitor and wish to receive Holy Communion, please speak with one 

of our Elders or myself prior to service . 

 

May God bless your worship with us today, 

Paul Kruse, Pastor 

E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com         Mobile: 989-992-6030 
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Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of 
Christian faith in our community, to all 

generations, wherever they may be’  

First Sunday in Advent Divine Service One (pp 151ff) 

Prelude                                                             A Time of Preparation 

Sharing of the Peace and Welcome 

Opening Song “Savior of the Nations, Come” LSB 332 vs 1,2,6,7,8 

Savior of the nations, come, 

Virgin’s Son, make here Your home! 

Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, 

That the Lord chose such a birth. 

Not by human flesh and blood, 

By the Spirit of our God, 

Was the Word of God made flesh— 

Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. 

For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 

By Your mighty pow’r make whole 

All our ills of flesh and soul. 

From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 

Darkness there no more resides; 

In this light faith now abides. 

Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 

Glory to the Spirit be 

Now and through eternity. 
 

Text (sts. 1–2): Public domain Text (sts. 3, 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5, 

8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 

110002579 
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Invocation  LSB 151 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination 

P Most merciful God,  

C  we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

Amen. 
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His 

sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives 
the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy 
Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to 
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

P Behold, your king is coming to you; 
C righteous and having salvation. 

P To you, O Lord, 
C I lift up my soul. 
P my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to shame; 
C let not my enemies exult over me. 
P Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; 
C they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.  
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy - Sung  LSB 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let 

us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray together…    

C Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may 

be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your 

mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    Amen. 

First Reading Isaiah 64:1-4 
1 Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains 

might quake at your presence—2 as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire 

causes water to boil—to make your name known to your adversaries, and that 

the nations might tremble at your presence! 3 When you did awesome things 

that we did not look for, you came down, the mountains quaked at your 

presence. 4 From of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has 

seen a God besides you, who acts for those who wait for him.  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:4-9 
4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was 

given you in Christ Jesus, 5 that in every way you were enriched in him in 
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all speech and all knowledge— 6 even as the testimony about Christ was 

confirmed among you— 7 so that you are not lacking in any gift, as you wait 

for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8 who will sustain you to the end, 

guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, by whom you 

were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia Sung   LSB 156 

C Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal 

life. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Gospel Reading Mark 13:24-27 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the thirteenth chapter. 

 
24 “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the 

moon will not give its light, 25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, and 

the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 26 And then they will see the Son of 

Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. 27 And then he will send 

out the angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the 

earth to the ends of heaven. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Children's Message 

Message Song “Lo, He Comes With Clouds Descending”(not in Hymnal) 

Lo, He comes with clouds descending, 

Once for favored sinners slain; 

Thousand thousand saints attending 

Swell the triumph of His train. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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God appears on earth to reign. 

Every eye shall now behold Him, 

Robed in dreadful majesty! 

Those who set at naught and sold Him, 

Pierced and nailed Him to the tree, 

Deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 

Shall the true Messiah see. 

Now the Savior, long expected, 

See in solemn pomp appear. 

All His saints, by man rejected, 

Now shall meet Him in the air. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

See the day of God appear. 

Yes, amen! Let all adore Thee, 

High on Thine eternal throne. 

Savior, take the pow’r and glory; 

Claim the kingdom for Thine own. 

O come quickly! O Come quickly! 

Everlasting God, come down!  

Message                                                     “Coming, Going, Staying” 

Offering 

Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you 

directly to our donation site.   

Offering Song - Sung  LSB 159 

C What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? I will offer 
the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. I 
will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. I 
will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, in 
the courts of the Lord's house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.  
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Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 
whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I 
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and proper … Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and singing: 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord – (Sung)  LSB 161 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might: Heaven and earth are 
full of your glory. Hosanna.  Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed 
is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
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C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord  LSB 162 

The Peace of the Lord  LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

Lamb of God - Sung  LSB 163 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

Distribution of the Holy Sacrament 
The Lord gave this Holy Sacrament to His Church so that His followers might receive His love and 
forgiveness in a visible, tangible way. When the Church celebrates this Sacrament, believers are also 
making a public declaration of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 11:26). Holy Communion is offered 
every Sunday at St. John Lutheran, but because it is possible to receive the Lord’s Supper to one’s detriment 
(1 Cor. 11:27-29), we ask all who wish to partake of it to examine themselves as follows: 

1. Do I believe that I am a sinner and therefore deserve God’s punishment? 
2. Am I truly sorry that by my sins I have offended God? 
3. Do I believe that God accepts the death of Jesus as payment for my sins and therefore forgives 

my sins for Jesus’ sake alone and not because of any goodness or effort on my part? 
4. Do I intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to turn from my sins? 
5. Do I seek to forgive others as God has forgiven me? 
6. Do I believe Christ’s own Word that His body and blood are truly given and received in and 

with the bread and wine (Matt. 26:26-28)? 
If you have been baptized into the Christian faith and can answer “yes” to the above questions, you 
are invited to receive Holy Communion with the assurance of all the blessings Scripture promises. 

Distribution Song “I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table” LSB 618 

I come, O Savior, to Thy table, 

For weak and weary is my soul; 

Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able 

To satisfy and make me whole: Refrain 

ref Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood 

Be for my soul the highest good! 
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Thy heart is filled with fervent yearning 

That sinners may salvation see 

Who, Lord, to Thee in faith are turning; 

So I, a sinner, come to Thee. Refrain 

Unworthy though I am, O Savior, 

Because I have a sinful heart, 

Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt banish never, 

For Thou my faithful shepherd art: Refrain 

Weary am I and heavy laden; 

With sin my soul is sore oppressed; 

Receive me graciously and gladden 

My heart, for I am now Thy guest. Refrain 

What higher gift can we inherit? 

It is faith’s bond and solid base; 

It is the strength of heart and spirit, 

The covenant of hope and grace. Refrain 
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 

110002579 

Post-Communion Song Sung LSB 164 

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev'ryone what He has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. He recalls 
His promises and leads His people forth in joy with shouts of 
thanksgiving.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

A Let us pray.   We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Blessing  LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 

Closing Song “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” LSB 338 

Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, 

Born to set Thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us; 

Let us find our rest in Thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, 

Hope of all the earth Thou art, 

Dear desire of ev’ry nation, 

Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 

Born Thy people to deliver; 

Born a child and yet a king! 

Born to reign in us forever, 

Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By Thine own eternal Spirit 

Rule in all our hearts alone; 

By Thine all-sufficient merit 

Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 

Text: Public domain 
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Sermon Notes  
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