
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

October 29, 2023 

Compelled by the Love of Christ to Live, 
Learn, Share, and Serve’  

 

Welcome 
to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service. We 

are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your time 

with us will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.  

Today’s service includes the Lord’s Supper. If you are a first-time 

visitor and wish to receive Holy Communion, please speak with one of 

our Elders or myself prior to service. 

 

 

May God bless your worship with us today, 

Paul Kruse, Pastor 

E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com               Mobile: 989-992-6030 

 
St. John 
Lutheran 
Church 

2888 W Houghton 
Lake Dr 

Houghton Lake, 
MI 48629 

989-366-5164 
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Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of 
Christian faith in our community, to all 

generations, wherever they may be’  

As We Gather 

Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost Divine Service Four (pp 203ff) 

A Time of Preparation                                                            Prelude 

Sharing of the Peace and Welcome 

Opening Song   “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” LSB 657 

A mighty fortress is our God, 

A sword and shield victorious; 

He breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod 

And wins salvation glorious. 

The old satanic foe 

Has sworn to work us woe. 

With craft and dreadful might 

He arms himself to fight. 

On earth he has no equal. 

No strength of ours can match his might. 

We would be lost, rejected. 

But now a champion comes to fight, 

Whom God Himself elected. 

You ask who this may be? 

The Lord of hosts is He, 

Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 

God’s only Son, adored. 

He holds the field victorious. 

Though hordes of devils fill the land 

All threat’ning to devour us, 

We tremble not, unmoved we stand; 

They cannot overpow’r us. 
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Let this world’s tyrant rage; 

In battle we’ll engage. 

His might is doomed to fail; 

God’s judgment must prevail! 

One little word subdues him. 

God’s Word forever shall abide, 

No thanks to foes, who fear it; 

For God Himself fights by our side 

With weapons of the Spirit. 

Were they to take our house, 

Goods, honor, child, or spouse, 

Though life be wrenched away, 

They cannot win the day. 

The Kingdom’s ours forever! 
Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978; Martin Luther, 1483–1546 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002579 

Invocation  LSB 203 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together 

as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly 

Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful 

to me, a sinner. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination 
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P Almighty God, 

C Have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your 

children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and 

richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our 

midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 
P For the needy shall not always be forgotten, 

C and the hope of the poor shall not perish forever. 

P I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart; 
C I will recount all of your wonderful deeds. 
P I will be glad and exult in you; 
C I will sing praise to your name, O Most High. 
P The Lord is a stronghold for the oppressed, 
C a stronghold in times of trouble. 
P And those who know your name put their trust in you, 
C for you, O Lord, have not forsaken those who seek you  
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy (Sung)  LSB 204 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Glory to God in the Highest (Sung)  LSB 204 

C To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth; Goodwill from God 
in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus' birth! We praise and bless You, Father; 
Your holy name we sing—Our thanks for Your great glory, Lord God, 
our heav'nly King. To You, O sole-begotten, The Father's Son, we pray; 
O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away. Have mercy on us, 
Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry, Where You in pow'r are seated At God's 
right hand on high—For You alone are holy, You only are the Lord. 
Forever and forever, Be worshiped and adored; You with the Holy Spirit 
Alone are Lord Most High, In God the Father's glory. "Amen!" our glad 
reply. 



Page | 4 

Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray together… 

C O God, You have commanded us to love You above all things and our 

neighbors as ourselves. Grant us the Spirit to think and do what is 

pleasing in Your sight, that our faith in You may never waver and our 

love for one another may not falter; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.         Amen. 

First Reading Leviticus 19:1-2 
1 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to all the congregation of the 

people of Israel and say to them, You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am 

holy. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading                                                           Romans 3:19-28 
19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the 

law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held 

accountable to God. 20 For by works of the law no human being will be justified in 

his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin. 21 But now the 

righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law 

and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God through faith in 

Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and 

fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by 

his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because 

in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his 

righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the 

one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. 

By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold 

that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. 
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A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia (Sung)  LSB 205 

C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Gospel Reading John 8:31-36 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John the eighth chapter 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you 

are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you 

free.” 33 They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been 

enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” 34 Jesus 

answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to 

sin. 35 The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. 36 So 

if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

Nicene Creed  LSB 206 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 

of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 

very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 

whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came 

down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 

the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 

together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I 

believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
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Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Baptism of Oliver Aiden Joles 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 209 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

Message Song  “Glorious Things of You Are Spoken” LSB 648 

Glorious things of you are spoken, 

Zion, city of our God; 

He whose word cannot be broken 

Formed you for His own abode. 

On the Rock of Ages founded, 

What can shake your sure repose? 

With salvation’s walls surrounded, 

You may smile at all your foes. 

See, the streams of living waters, 

Springing from eternal love, 

Well supply your sons and daughters 

And all fear of want remove. 

Who can faint while such a river 

Ever will their thirst assuage? 

Grace, which like the Lord, the giver, 

Never fails from age to age. 

Round each habitation hov’ring, 

See the cloud and fire appear 
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For a glory and a cov’ring, 

Showing that the Lord is near. 

Thus deriving from their banner 

Light by night and shade by day, 

Safe they feed upon the manna 

Which God gives them on their way. 

Savior, since of Zion’s city 

I through grace a member am, 

Let the world deride or pity, 

I will glory in Your name. 

Fading are the world’s vain pleasures, 

All their boasted pomp and show; 

Solid joys and lasting treasures 

None but Zion’s children know. 
Text: John Newton, 1725–1807, alt.  Text: Public domain 

Message                                                                                “As If” 

Offering 
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you 

directly to our donation site.   

Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and proper . . . Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and singing: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy (Sung)  LSB 208 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; Heav'n and earth with full 
acclaim shout the glory of Your name. Sing hosanna in the highest, sing 
hosanna to the Lord; Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the 
Lord. 

The Words of Our Lord  LSB 162 

The Peace of the Lord  LSB 209 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

Lamb of God  LSB 210 

C O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; O 
Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

Distribution of the Holy Sacrament 
The Lord gave this Holy Sacrament to His Church so that His followers might receive His love and 

forgiveness in a visible, tangible way. When the Church celebrates this Sacrament, believers are also 

making a public declaration of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 11:26). Holy Communion is 

offered every Sunday at St. John Lutheran, but because it is possible to receive the Lord’s Supper to 

one’s detriment (1 Cor. 11:27-29), we ask all who wish to partake of it to examine themselves as 

follows: 

1. Do I believe that I am a sinner and therefore deserve God’s punishment? 

2. Am I truly sorry that by my sins I have offended God? 

3. Do I believe that God accepts the death of Jesus as payment for my sins and therefore forgives 

my sins for Jesus’ sake alone and not because of any goodness or effort on my part? 

4. Do I intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to turn from my sins? 

5. Do I seek to forgive others as God has forgiven me? 

6. Do I believe Christ’s own Word that His body and blood are truly given and received in and 

with the bread and wine (Matt. 26:26-28)? 

If you have been baptized into the Christian faith and can answer “yes” to the above questions, you 

are invited to receive Holy Communion with the assurance of all the blessings Scripture promises. 

Distribution Hymn              “Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness” LSB 563 

Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness 

My beauty are, my glorious dress; 

Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed, 

With joy shall I lift up my head. 
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Bold shall I stand in that great day, 

Cleansed and redeemed, no debt to pay; 

Fully absolved through these I am 

From sin and fear, from guilt and shame. 

Lord, I believe Thy precious blood, 

Which at the mercy seat of God 

Pleads for the captives’ liberty, 

Was also shed in love for me. 

Lord, I believe, were sinners more 

Than sands upon the ocean shore, 

Thou hast for all a ransom paid, 

For all a full atonement made. 

When from the dust of death I rise 

To claim my mansion in the skies, 

This then shall be my only plea: 

Jesus hath lived and died for me. 

Jesus, be endless praise to Thee, 

Whose boundless mercy hath for me, 

For me, and all Thy hands have made, 

An everlasting ransom paid. 

Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700–60; tr. John B. Wesley, 1703–91, alt. Text: Public domain 

Song of Simeon (Sung)  LSB 211 

C O Lord, now let Your servant Depart in heav'nly peace, For I have seen 

the glory Of Your redeeming grace: A light to lead the Gentiles Unto 

Your holy hill, The glory of Your people, Your chosen Israel. 

All glory to the Father, All glory to the Son, All glory to the Spirit, 

Forever Three in One; For as in the beginning, Is now, shall ever be, 

God's triune name resounding Through all eternity. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

P Let us pray… We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love 
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toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Blessing 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C Amen. 

Closing Song                                                      “Built on the Rock” LSB 645 

Built on the Rock the Church shall stand 

Even when steeples are falling. 

Crumbled have spires in ev’ry land; 

Bells still are chiming and calling, 

Calling the young and old to rest, 

But above all the souls distressed, 

Longing for rest everlasting. 

Surely in temples made with hands 

God, the Most High, is not dwelling; 

High above earth His temple stands, 

All earthly temples excelling. 

Yet He who dwells in heav’n above 

Chooses to live with us in love, 

Making our bodies His temple. 

Grant, then, O God, Your will be done, 

That, when the church bells are ringing, 

Many in saving faith may come 

Where Christ His message is bringing: 

“I know My own; My own know Me. 

You, not the world, My face shall see. 

My peace I leave with you. Amen.” 
Text: Nikolai Fredrik Severin Grundtvig, 1783–1872, abr.; tr. Carl Döving, 1867–1937, alt. 

Text: Public domain 
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