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October 8, 2023

Welcome

to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service. We
are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your time
with us will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.
May God bless your worship with us today,
Paul Kruse, Pastor

E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com Mobile: 989-992-6030
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Compelled by the Love of Christ to Live,
Learn, Share, and Serve’
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http://www.stjohnhl.com/
mailto:paul@stjohnhl.com

Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of
Christian faith in our community, to all
generations, wherever they may be’

As We Gather
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost Divine Service One (pp 151ff)
A Time of Preparation Prelude

Welcome and Sharing of the Peace

Opening Song “O Bless the Lord My Soul” 58 874
O bless the Lord, my soul!
Let all within me join
And aid my tongue to bless His name
Whose favors are divine.

O bless the Lord, my soul,
Nor let His mercies lie
Forgotten in unthankfulness
And without praises die!

'Tis He forgives thy sins;
'Tis He relieves thy pain;
'Tis He that heals thy sicknesses
And makes thee young again.

He crowns thy life with love
When ransomed from the grave;
He that redeemed my soul from hell
Hath sov'reign pow'r to save.

He fills the poor with good;
He gives the suff'rers rest.
The Lord hath judgments for the proud
And justice for th'oppressed.
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His wondrous works and ways
He made by Moses known,
But sent the world His truth and grace

By His beloved Son.
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Text: Public domain

Invocation LSB 157

P

In the name of the Father and of the % Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Confession and Forgiveness

(P)

(P

®

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Silence for reflection on God'’s Word and self-examination

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His
sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives
the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy
Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Service of the Word
Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
for his steadfast love endures forever!
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P} The stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone.

P} This is the Lord’s doing;

it is marvelous in our eyes.

) This is the day that the Lord has made;

let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy (Sung) LSB 152

P In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

) For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

P} For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

P}  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us
pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

®) Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.

Hymn of Praise (Sung) LSB 154
P} Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: We worship You, we

give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only
Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God: You take away the sin of the
world; have mercy on us. You are seated at the right hand of the Father;
receive our prayer. For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the
Lord, You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in
the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Prayer of the Day

P)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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) Let us pray together...

Gracious God, You gave Your Son into the hands of sinful men who
killed Him. Forgive us when we reject Your unfailing love, and grant us
the fullness of Your salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

First Reading Isaiah 5:1-7

1 will sing for the one | love a song about his vineyard: My loved one had a
vineyard on a fertile hillside.2 He dug it up and cleared it of stones and planted
it with the choicest vines. He built a watchtower in it and cut out a winepress as
well. Then he looked for a crop of good grapes, but it yielded only bad fruit. 3
“Now you dwellers in Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and
my vineyard.
4 What more could have been done for my vineyard than | have done for it?
When | looked for good grapes, why did it yield only bad? * Now I will tell you
what | am going to do to my vineyard: | will take away its hedge, and it will be
destroyed; | will break down its wall, and it will be trampled. © | will make it a
wasteland, | neither pruned nor cultivated, and briers and thorns will grow there.
| will command the clouds not to rain on it.” 7 The vineyard of the LORD
Almighty is the nation of Israel, and the people of Judah are the vines he
delighted in. And he looked for justice, but saw bloodshed; for righteousness,
but heard cries of distress.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading Philippians 3:4b-14

4b |f anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, | have more:
Scircumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a
Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; %as to zeal, a persecutor of the church;
as to righteousness, under the law blameless. “But whatever gain | had, | counted
as loss for the sake of Christ. 8indeed, | count everything as loss because of the
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the
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loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ and
be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law,
but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that
depends on faith— '%that | may know him and the power of his resurrection, and
may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 'that by any means
possible | may attain the resurrection from the dead. 2Not that | have already
obtained this or am already perfect, but | press on to make it my own, because
Christ Jesus has made me his own. 3Brothers, | do not consider that | have made
it my own. But one thing | do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to
what lies ahead, "I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of
God in Christ Jesus.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia sung LSB 156
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal
life. Alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel Reading Matthew 21:33-46
@hThe Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.
1 1 1 | | il { I=
U I

Glo-ry to Youu O Lord.

33“Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard.
He put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he
rented the vineyard to some farmers and moved to another place. 3* When the
harvest time approached, he sent his servantsh to the tenants to collect his fruit.
35 "The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a
third. 3¢ Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first time, and the
tenants treated them the same way. 37 Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They
will respect my son,” he said. 38 “But when the tenants saw the son, they said to
each other, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance.’ 3° So
they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 4° “Therefore,
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when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41
“He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he will rent
the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest
time.” 42 Jesus said to them, “"Have you never read in the Scriptures: * * The stone
the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; the Lord has done this, and
it is marvelous in our eyes'? 43 “Therefore | tell you that the kingdom of God will
be taken away from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit. 44
Anyone who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; anyone on whom it
falls will be crushed.” 4> When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus'’
parables, they knew he was talking about them. 46 They looked for a way to
arrest him, but they were afraid of the crowd because the people held that he
was a prophet.

P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
hH | A .

p’ A [ A
d |
Praise to You, O Christ.

Children's Message

Message Song

“By Grace I'm Saved” LsB 566

By grace I'm saved, grace free and boundless;
My soul, believe and doubt it not.
Why stagger at this word of promise?
Has Scripture ever falsehood taught?
No! Then this word must true remain:
By grace you too will life obtain.

By grace! None dare lay claim to merit;
Our works and conduct have no worth.
God in His love sent our Redeemer,
Christ Jesus, to this sinful earth;

His death did for our sins atone,
And we are saved by grace alone.

By grace God's Son, our only Savior,
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Came down to earth to bear our sin.
Was it because of your own merit
That Jesus died your soul to win?

No, it was grace, and grace alone,
That brought Him from His heav'nly throne.

By grace! This ground of faith is certain;
As long as God is true, it stands.
What saints have penned by inspiration,
What in His Word our God commands,
Our faith in what our God has done
Depends on grace—grace through His Son.

By grace to timid hearts that tremble,
In tribulation’s furnace tried,

By grace, in spite of fear and trouble,
The Father's heart is open wide.
Where could | help and strength secure
If grace were not my anchor sure?

By grace! On this I'll rest when dying;
In Jesus’ promise | rejoice;
For though | know my heart’s condition,
| also know my Savior's voice.
My heart is glad, all grief has flown
Since | am saved by grace alone.

Text: Christian Ludwig Scheidt, 1709-61; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.

Message

Offering
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you

directly to our donation site.

Text: Public domain

144

“Redeemed, Restored, Crowned
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Offering Song - sung LSB 159
What shall | render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? | will offer
the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. |
will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. |
will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, in
the courts of the Lord's house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come
to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life ® everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Lord's Prayer LSB 162

P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

Blessing LSB 166
P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and & give you peace.

P’ A p——_ | | | |
e |
ANV | | |
PY) vy __

A - men.
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Closing Song “Christ Be My Leader” 5B 867
Christ be my Leader by night as by day;
Safe through the darkness, for He is the way.
Gladly | follow, my future His care,
Darkness is daylight when Jesus is there.

Christ be my Teacher in age as in youth,
Drifting or doubting, for He is the truth.
Grant me to trust Him; though shifting as sand,
Doubt cannot daunt me; in Jesus | stand.

Christ be my Savior in calm as in strife;
Death cannot hold me, for He is the life.
Nor darkness nor doubting nor sin and its stain
Can touch my salvation: with Jesus | reign.

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926
Text: © 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License
no. 110002579
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Sermon Notes
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