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Welcome 
to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service. We 

are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your time 

with us will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.  

May God bless your worship with us today, 

Paul Kruse, Pastor 
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Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of 
Christian faith in our community, to all 

generations, wherever they may be’  

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost Divine Service One (pp 151ff) 

A Time of Preparation                                                            Prelude  

Welcome and Sharing of the Peace 

Opening Song “O Jesus, King Most Wonderful” LSB 554 

O Jesus, King most wonderful! 

O Conqueror renowned! 

O Source of peace ineffable, 

In whom all joys are found: 

When once You visit darkened hearts, 

Then truth begins to shine, 

Then earthly vanity departs, 

Then kindles love divine. 

O Jesus, light of all below, 

The fount of life and fire, 

Surpassing all the joys we know, 

All that we can desire: 

May ev’ry heart confess Your name, 

Forever You adore, 

And, seeking You, itself inflame 

To seek You more and more! 

Oh, may our tongues forever bless, 

May we love You alone 

And ever in our lives express 

The image of Your own! 

Text: attr. Bernard of Clairvaux, 1091–1153; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. 

Text: Public domain 



Page | 2 

Invocation  LSB 151 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.  

Confession and Forgiveness 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination 

P Most merciful God,  

C  we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by  

what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

Amen. 
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His 

sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives 
the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy 
Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to 
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 
P How great are your works, O Lord! 

C Your thoughts are very deep! 

P It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 

C to sing praises to your name, O Most High; 

P to declare your steadfast love in the morning, 

C and your faithfulness by night, 

P to the music of the lute and the harp, 

C to the melody of the lyre. 
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P For you, O Lord, have made me glad by your work; 

C at the works of your hands I sing for joy.  

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.  

Lord, Have Mercy (Sung)  LSB 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 

pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

Hymn of Praise (Sung) LSB 154 

P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

C Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: We worship You, we 

give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only 

Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God: You take away the sin of the 

world; have mercy on us. You are seated at the right hand of the Father; 

receive our prayer. For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the 

Lord, You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in 

the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray together… 

C O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your humble 

servants, Your holy inspiration, that we may set our minds on the things 

that are right and, by Your merciful guiding, accomplish them; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen. 
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First Reading Hebrews 12:1-2 
1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 

also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us 

run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the 

founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him 

endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the 

throne of God. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia Sung   LSB 156 

C Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal 

life. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Gospel Reading Matthew 25:14-30 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 

 
14 “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and 

entrusted to them his property. 15 To one he gave five talents, to another two, 

to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16 He who 

had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made 

five talents more. 17 So also he who had the two talents made two talents 

more. 18 But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground 

and hid his master's money. 19 Now after a long time the master of those 

servants came and settled accounts with them. 20 And he who had received the 

five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you 

delivered to me five talents; here, I have made five talents more.’ 21 His master 

said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful 

over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your 

master.’ 22 And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, 

‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here, I have made two talents more.’ 
23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have 
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been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your 

master.’ 24 He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, 

‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and 

gathering where you scattered no seed, 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid 

your talent in the ground. Here, you have what is yours.’ 26 But his master 

answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where 

I have not sown and gather where I scattered no seed? 27 Then you ought to 

have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have 

received what was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him and 

give it to him who has the ten talents. 29 For to everyone who has will more be 

given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even 

what he has will be taken away. 30 And cast the worthless servant into the outer 

darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Children's Message 

Message Song “I Love Your Kingdom, Lord” LSB 651 

I love Your kingdom, Lord, 

The place of Your abode, 

The Church our blest Redeemer saved 

With His own precious blood. 

Beyond my highest joy 

I prize its heav’nly ways, 

Its sweet communion, solemn vows, 

Its hymns of love and praise. 

I love Your Church, O God, 

Your saints in ev’ry land, 

Dear as the apple of Your eye 

And graven on Your hand. 



Page | 6 

For them my tears shall fall; 

For them my prayers ascend; 

For them my cares and toils be giv’n 

Till toils and cares shall end. 

Sure as Your truth shall last, 

To Zion shall be giv’n 

The brightest glories earth can yield 

And brighter bliss of heav’n. 

Text: Timothy Dwight, 1752–1817, alt. Text: Public domain 

Message “Through Faith - Joy” 

Offering 
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you 

directly to our donation site.   

Offering Song - Sung  LSB 159 

C What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? I will offer 
the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. I 
will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. I 
will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, in 
the courts of the Lord's house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 

Apostles' Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come 
to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life  everlasting. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 162 



Page | 7 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

Blessing  LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 

Closing Song                “Your Hand, O Lord, in Days of Old” LSB 846 

Your hand, O Lord, in days of old  Was strong to heal and save; 

It triumphed over ills and death,  O’er darkness and the grave. 

To You they came, the blind, the mute,  The palsied and the lame, 

The lepers in their misery, 

The sick with fevered frame. 

Your touch then, Lord, brought life and health, 

Gave speech and strength and sight; 

And youth renewed and frenzy calmed  Revealed You, Lord of light. 

And now, O Lord, be near to bless,  Almighty as before, 

In crowded street, by beds of pain, 

As by Gennes’ret’s shore. 

O be our great deliv’rer still,  The Lord of life and death; 

Restore and quicken, soothe and bless,  With Your life-giving breath. 

To hands that work and eyes that see  Give wisdom’s healing pow’r 

That whole and sick and weak and strong 

May praise You evermore. 
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