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Welcome 
to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service. We 

are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your time 

with us will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.  

May God bless your worship with us today, 

Paul Kruse, Pastor 

E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com       Mobile: 989-992-6030 
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Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of 
Christian faith in our community, to all 

generations, wherever they may be’  

As We Gather 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost Divine Service One (pp 151ff) 

A Time of Preparation                                                            Prelude  

Welcome and Sharing of the Peace 

Opening Song      “We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations”(not in Hymnal) 
We’ve a story to tell to the nations  That shall turn their hearts to the right,  

A story of truth and mercy, 

A story of peace and light, A story of peace and light. Refrain 

Ref: For the darkness shall turn to dawning, 

And the dawning to noon-day bright, 

And Christ’s great kingdom shall come on earth, 

The kingdom of love and light. 

We’ve a song to be sung to the nations  That shall lift their hearts to the Lord, 

A song that shall conquer evil 

And shatter the spear and sword, And shatter the spear and sword. Refrain 

We’ve a message to give to the nations  That the Lord who reigneth above 

Hath sent us His Son to save us 

And show us that God is love, And show us that God is love. Refrain 

We’ve a Savior to show to the nations 

Who the path of sorrow hath trod, 

That all of the world’s great peoples 

Might come to the truth of God, Might come to the truth of God. Refrain 

Invocation  LSB 151 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
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Confession and Forgiveness 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination 

P Most merciful God,  

C  we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by  

what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

Amen. 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His 
sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives 
the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy 
Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to 
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 
P I will bless the Lord at all times; 

C his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 

P I sought the Lord, and he answered me 

C and delivered me from all my fears. 

P Those who look to him are radiant, 

C and their faces shall never be ashamed. 

P This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him 

C and saved him out of all his troubles. 

P The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him, 

C and delivers them. 

P Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good! 

C Blessèd is the man who takes refuge in him! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy (Sung)  LSB 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 

pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

Hymn of Praise (Sung) LSB 154 

P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

C Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: We worship You, we 

give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only 

Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God: You take away the sin of the 

world; have mercy on us. You are seated at the right hand of the Father; 

receive our prayer. For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the 

Lord, You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in 

the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray together… 

C Almighty and most merciful God, preserve us from all harm and danger 

that we, being ready in both body and soul, may cheerfully accomplish 

what You want done; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.             

Amen. 

First Reading Philippians 1:21-28 
21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that 

means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23 I am hard 
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pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far 

better. 24 But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account. 25 Convinced 

of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for your progress and joy 

in the faith, 26 so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, 

because of my coming to you again. 27 Only let your manner of life be worthy of 

the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear 

of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side 

for the faith of the gospel, 28 and not frightened in anything by your opponents. 

This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and that from 

God. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia Sung   LSB 156 

C Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal 

life. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Gospel Reading Luke 14:12-24 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the fourteenth chapter. 

 

12 He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you give a dinner or a 

banquet, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich 

neighbors, lest they also invite you in return and you be repaid. 13 But when you 

give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be 

blessed, because they cannot repay you. For you will be repaid at the resurrection 

of the just.” 15 When one of those who reclined at table with him heard these things, 

he said to him, “Blessed is everyone who will eat bread in the kingdom of God!” 
16 But he said to him, “A man once gave a great banquet and invited many. 17 And 

at the time for the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been 

invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.’ 18 But they all alike began to make 

excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a field, and I must go out and see it. 

Please have me excused.’ 19 And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and 
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I go to examine them. Please have me excused.’ 20 And another said, ‘I have married 

a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’ 21 So the servant came and reported these 

things to his master. Then the master of the house became angry and said to his 

servant, ‘Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor 

and crippled and blind and lame.’ 22 And the servant said, ‘Sir, what you 

commanded has been done, and still there is room.’ 23 And the master said to the 

servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedges and compel people to come in, that 

my house may be filled. 24 For I tell you, none of those men who were invited shall 

taste my banquet.’” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Children's Message 

Message Song                       “Rescue the Perishing”  (not in Hymnal) 
Rescue the perishing, Care for the dying, 

Snatch them in pity from sin and the grave; 

Weep o’er the erring one, Lift up the fallen, 

Tell them of Jesus, the mighty to save   Refrain 

Ref: Rescue the perishing, Care for the dying; 

Jesus is merciful, Jesus will save. 

Tho they are slighting Him, Still He is waiting, 

Waiting the penitent child to receive; 

Plead with them earnestly, Plead with them gently, 

He will forgive if they only believe.  Refrain 

Down in the human heart, Crushed by the tempter, 

Feelings lie buried that grace can restore: 

Touched by a loving heart, Wakened by kindness, 

Chords that are broken will vibrate once more.  Refrain 

Rescue the perishing – Duty demands it! 

Strength for thy labor the Lord will provide; 
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Back to the narrow way Patiently win them, 

Tell the poor wanderer a Savior has died.  Refrain 

Message “Called to our Heavenly Community” 

Offering 
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you 

directly to our donation site.   

Offering Song - Sung  LSB 159 

C What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? I will offer 

the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. I 
will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. I 
will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, in 
the courts of the Lord's house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 

Apostles' Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come 
to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life  everlasting. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 
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Blessing  LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 

Closing Song                                    “How Great Thou Art” LSB 801 

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 

Consider all the works Thy hand hath made, 

I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 

Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed; Refrain 

ref Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 

    How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 

    How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 

When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 

I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 

When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 

And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze; Refrain 

But when I think that God, His Son not sparing, 

Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in— 

That on the cross my burden gladly bearing 

He bled and died to take away my sin; Refrain 

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 

And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 

Then I shall bow in humble adoration 

And there proclaim: “My God, how great Thou art!” Refrain 

Text: Carl Gustaf Boberg, 1859–1940; tr. Stuart W. K. Hine, 1899–1989 

Text: © 1949, 1953 The Stuart Hine Trust, admin. EMI CMG and Hope Publishing Co. Used 

by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002579. 


