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Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of 
Christian faith in our community, to all generations, 

wherever they may be’ 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost    Divine Service Three (pp 184ff) 

A Time of Preparation                                                           Prelude 

Welcome and Sharing of the Peace 

Opening Song “God of Grace and God of Glory” LSB 850 

God of grace and God of glory, 

On Your people pour Your pow’r; 

Crown Your ancient Church’s story; 

Bring its bud to glorious flow’r. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

For the facing of this hour, 

For the facing of this hour. 

Lo, the hosts of evil round us 

Scorn the Christ, assail His ways! 

From the fears that long have bound us 

Free our hearts to faith and praise. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

For the living of these days, 

For the living of these days. 

Cure Your children’s warring madness; 

Bend our pride to Your control; 

Shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 

Rich in things and poor in soul. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal, 

Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal. 

Save us from weak resignation 

To the evils we deplore; 

Let the gift of Your salvation 



Page | 2 

Be our glory evermore. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

Serving You whom we adore, 

Serving You whom we adore. 

Invocation  LSB 184 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination 

P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You 

that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against 

You by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your 

infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for 

us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our 

sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and 

of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your 

grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given 

His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those 

who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God 

and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall 

be saved.   Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 
P Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer; 

C listen to my plea for grace. 

P Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your truth; 

C unite my heart to fear your name. 

P I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, 

C and I will glorify your name forever. 

P For great is your steadfast love toward me; 

C you have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol. 

P O God, insolent men have risen up against me; a band of ruthless men seek 

my life, 

C and they do not set you before them. 

P But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, 

C slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.  

Glory be to the Father (Sung)  LSB 186 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was 

in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy (Sung)  LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy 

upon us. 

Song of Praise (Sung)  LSB 187 

P Glory be to God on High, 

C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. We praise Thee, we bless 

Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy 

great glory. O Lord God, heav'nly King, God the Father Almighty. O 

Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, 

Son of the Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy 

upon us. Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon 

us. For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. Thou only, O Christ, 

with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father.  

Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
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C And with thy spirit. 

P Let us pray together… 

C O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit 

that, ever mindful of Your final judgment, we may be stirred up to 

holiness of living here and dwell with You in perfect joy hereafter; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.      Amen. 

First Reading Isaiah 44:6-8 
6Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: “I am 

the first and I am the last; besides me there is no god. 7Who is like me? Let him 

proclaim it. Let him declare and set it before me, since I appointed an ancient 

people. Let them declare what is to come, and what will happen. 8Fear not, nor be 

afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it? And you are my witnesses! 

Is there a God besides me? There is no Rock; I know not any.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading Romans 8:18-27 

18For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing 

with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager 

longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20For the creation was subjected to 

futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21that the 

creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the freedom 

of the glory of the children of God. 22For we know that the whole creation has been 

groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 23And not only the creation, 

but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait 

eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in this hope we 

were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 
25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 26Likewise the 

Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, 

but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 27And 

he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 

intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 
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A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia (Sung)  LSB 190 

C Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

Gospel Reading Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 

 
24[Jesus] put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may 

be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field, 25but while his men were 

sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. 26So 

when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. 27And the 

servants of the master of the house came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow 

good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?’ 28He said to them, ‘An 

enemy has done this.’ So the servants said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and 

gather them?’ 29But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat 

along with them. 30Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I 

will tell the reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, 

but gather the wheat into my barn.’” . . . 

36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to him, 

saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37He answered, “The 

one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 38The field is the world, and the 

good seed is the children of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 
39and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the close of the age, 

and the reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, 

so will it be at the close of the age. 41The Son of Man will send his angels, and they 

will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, 42and throw 

them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. 

He who has ears, let him hear.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Apostles' Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 

day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come 

to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life  everlasting. Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Message Song “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” LSB 685 

Let us ever walk with Jesus, 

Follow His example pure, 

Through a world that would deceive us 

And to sin our spirits lure. 

Onward in His footsteps treading, 

Pilgrims here, our home above, 

Full of faith and hope and love, 

Let us do the Father’s bidding. 

Faithful Lord, with me abide; 

I shall follow where You guide. 

Let us suffer here with Jesus 

And with patience bear our cross. 

Joy will follow all our sadness; 

Where He is, there is no loss. 

Though today we sow no laughter, 

 We shall reap celestial joy; 



Page | 7 

All discomforts that annoy 

Shall give way to mirth hereafter. 

Jesus, here I share Your woe; 

Help me there Your joy to know. 

Let us gladly die with Jesus. 

Since by death He conquered death, 

He will free us from destruction, 

Give to us immortal breath. 

Let us mortify all passion 

That would lead us into sin; 

And the grave that shuts us in 

Shall but prove the gate to heaven. 

Jesus, here with You I die, 

There to live with You on high. 

Let us also live with Jesus. 

He has risen from the dead 

That to life we may awaken. 

Jesus, You are now our head. 

We are Your own living members; 

Where You live, there we shall be 

 In Your presence constantly, 

Living there with You forever. 

Jesus, let me faithful be, 

Life eternal grant to me. 
Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002579 

Message “Overcoming the World’s Obstacles” 

Offering 
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you 

directly to our donation site. 

Offering Song – Sung 

  LSB 192 



Page | 8 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from 

me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy 

free spirit.  Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 196 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

Blessing  LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 

Closing Song           “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” LSB 655 

Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; 

Curb those who by deceit or sword 

Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son 

And bring to naught all He has done. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, 

For You are Lord of lords alone; 

Defend Your holy Church that we 

May sing Your praise eternally. 

O Comforter of priceless worth, 

Send peace and unity on earth; 

Support us in our final strife 

And lead us out of death to life. 
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Text: Public domain 
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