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Welcome 
to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service. 

We are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your 

time with us will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.  

Today’s service includes the Lord’s Supper. If you are a first-time 

visitor and wish to receive Holy Communion, please speak with one 

of our Elders or myself prior to service . 

 

May God bless your worship with us today, 

Paul Kruse, Pastor 

E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com         Mobile: 989-992-6030 

http://www.stjohnhl.com/
mailto:paul@stjohnhl.com
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Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of 
Christian faith in our community, to all 

generations, wherever they may be’  

As We Gather 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost Divine Service One (pp 151ff) 

A Time of Preparation                                                             Prelude 

Welcome and Sharing of the Peace 

Opening Song “Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service” LSB 848 

Lord, whose love through humble service 

Bore the weight of human need, 

Who upon the cross, forsaken, 

Offered mercy’s perfect deed, 

We, Your servants, bring the worship 

Not of voice alone, but heart, 

Consecrating to Your purpose 

Ev’ry gift that You impart. 

Still Your children wander homeless; 

Still the hungry cry for bread; 

Still the captives long for freedom; 

Still in grief we mourn our dead. 

As, O Lord, Your deep compassion 

Healed the sick and freed the soul, 

Use the love Your Spirit kindles 

Still to save and make us whole. 

As we worship, grant us vision, 

Till Your love’s revealing light 

In its height and depth and greatness, 

Dawns upon our quickened sight, 

Making known the needs and burdens 

Your compassion bids us bear, 
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Stirring us to tireless striving, 

Your abundant life to share. 

Called by worship to Your service, 

Forth in Your dear name we go, 

To the child, the youth, the aged, 

Love in living deeds to show; 

Hope and health, goodwill and comfort, 

Counsel, aid, and peace we give, 

That Your servants, Lord, in freedom 

May Your mercy know and live. 
Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901–84, alt. 

Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002579 

Invocation  LSB 151 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination 

P Most merciful God,  

C  we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

Amen. 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His 
sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives 
the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy 
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Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to 
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

P   I will sing of the steadfast love of the Lord, forever; 
C with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness to all generations. 
P Blessèd are the people who know the festal shout, 
C who walk, O Lord, in the light of your face, 
P who exult in your name all the day 
C and in your righteousness are exalted. 

P For you are the glory of their strength; 
C   by your favor our horn is exalted. 
P For our shield belongs to the Lord, 
C our king to the Holy One of Israel. 
     Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy - Sung  LSB 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let 

us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 

Hymn of Praise Sung LSB 155 

C This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Worthy 

is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people 

of God. This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are 

His. This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Sing 
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with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation. Blessing, 

honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. This is 

the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. For the Lamb 

who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. This is the feast of victory 

for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray together…    

C Almighty God, by the working of Your Holy Spirit, grant that we may 

gladly hear Your Word proclaimed among us and follow its directing; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen. 

First Reading Isaiah 43:1-3 
1 But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed 

you, O Israel: “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, 

you are mine.2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 

through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through 

fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.3 For I am 

the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia Sung   LSB 156 

C Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal 

life. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Gospel Reading Matthew 9:35-38 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the nineth chapter. 

 
35 And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their 

synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every 
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disease and every affliction. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion 

for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 

shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the 

laborers are few; 38 therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send 

out laborers into his harvest.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Children's Message 

Message Song “God of Grace and God of Glory” LSB 850 

God of grace and God of glory, 

On Your people pour Your pow’r; 

Crown Your ancient Church’s story; 

Bring its bud to glorious flow’r. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

For the facing of this hour, 

For the facing of this hour. 

Lo, the hosts of evil round us 

Scorn the Christ, assail His ways! 

From the fears that long have bound us 

Free our hearts to faith and praise. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

For the living of these days, 

For the living of these days. 

Cure Your children’s warring madness; 

Bend our pride to Your control; 

Shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 

Rich in things and poor in soul. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal, 

Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal. 
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Save us from weak resignation 

To the evils we deplore; 

Let the gift of Your salvation 

Be our glory evermore. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

Serving You whom we adore, 

Serving You whom we adore. 

Text: Harry Emerson Fosdick, 1878–1969 

Text: Public domain 

Message                                                                          “The Calling” 

Offering 
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you 

directly to our donation site. 

  

Offering Song - Sung  LSB 159 

C What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? I will offer 
the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. I 
will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. I 
will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, in 
the courts of the Lord's house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.  

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 
whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
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proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I 
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and proper … Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and singing: 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord – (Sung)  LSB 161 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow'r and might: Heaven and earth are 
full of your glory. Hosanna.  Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed 
is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord  LSB 162 

The Peace of the Lord  LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

Lamb of God - Sung  LSB 163 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
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Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

Distribution of the Holy Sacrament 
The Lord gave this Holy Sacrament to His Church so that His followers might receive His love and 
forgiveness in a visible, tangible way. When the Church celebrates this Sacrament, believers are also 
making a public declaration of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 11:26). Holy Communion is offered 
every Sunday at St. John Lutheran, but because it is possible to receive the Lord’s Supper to one’s detriment 
(1 Cor. 11:27-29), we ask all who wish to partake of it to examine themselves as follows: 

1. Do I believe that I am a sinner and therefore deserve God’s punishment? 
2. Am I truly sorry that by my sins I have offended God? 
3. Do I believe that God accepts the death of Jesus as payment for my sins and therefore forgives 

my sins for Jesus’ sake alone and not because of any goodness or effort on my part? 
4. Do I intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to turn from my sins? 
5. Do I seek to forgive others as God has forgiven me? 
6. Do I believe Christ’s own Word that His body and blood are truly given and received in and 

with the bread and wine (Matt. 26:26-28)? 
If you have been baptized into the Christian faith and can answer “yes” to the above questions, you 
are invited to receive Holy Communion with the assurance of all the blessings Scripture promises. 

Distribution Song “Today Your Mercy Calls Us” LSB 915 

Today Your mercy calls us 

To wash away our sin. 

However great our trespass, 

Whatever we have been, 

However long from mercy 

Our hearts have turned away, 

Your precious blood can wash us 

And make us clean today. 

Today Your gate is open, 

And all who enter in 

Shall find a Father’s welcome 

And pardon for their sin. 

The past shall be forgotten, 

A present joy be giv’n, 

A future grace be promised, 

A glorious crown in heav’n. 

Today our Father calls us; 
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His Holy Spirit waits; 

His blessèd angels gather 

Around the heav’nly gates. 

No question will be asked us 

How often we have come; 

Although we oft have wandered, 

It is our Father’s home. 

O all-embracing Mercy, 

O ever-open Door, 

What should we do without You 

When heart and eye run o’er? 

When all things seem against us, 

To drive us to despair, 

We know one gate is open, 

One ear will hear our prayer. 
Text: Oswald Allen, 1816–78, alt. Text: Public domain 

Post-Communion Song Sung LSB 164 

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev'ryone what He has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. He recalls 
His promises and leads His people forth in joy with shouts of 
thanksgiving.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

A Let us pray.   We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Blessing  LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
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Closing Song “Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way” LSB 857 

Lord, help us walk Your servant way 

Wherever love may lead 

And, bending low, forgetting self, 

Each serve the other’s need. 

You came to earth, O Christ, as Lord, 

But pow’r You laid aside. 

You lived Your years in servanthood; 

In lowliness You died. 

No golden scepter but a towel 

You place within the hands 

Of those who seek to follow You 

And live by Your commands. 

You bid us bend our human pride 

Nor count ourselves above 

The lowest place, the meanest task 

That waits the gift of love. 

Lord, help us walk Your servant way 

Wherever love may lead 

And, bending low, forgetting self, 

Each serve the other’s need. 

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007 

Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002579 
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Sermon Notes  
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