
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 21, 2023 

Compelled by the Love of Christ to Live,  
Learn, Share, and Serve’  

 

 
St. John 
Lutheran 
Church 

Missouri Synod 
2888 W Houghton 

Lake Dr 
Houghton Lake, MI 

48629 
989-366-5164 

www.stjohnhl.com 
office@stjohnhl.com 

Welcome 
to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service. 

We are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your 

time with us will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.  

Today’s service includes the Lord’s Supper. If you are a first-time 

visitor and wish to receive Holy Communion, please speak with one 

of our Elders or myself prior to service. 

 

May God bless your worship with us today, 

Paul Kruse, Pastor 

E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com         Mobile: 989-992-6030 

http://www.stjohnhl.com/
mailto:paul@stjohnhl.com
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Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of 
Christian faith in our community, to all 

generations, wherever they may be’  

Seventh Sunday after Easter Divine Service Three (pp 184ff) 

A Time of Preparation 

Prelude                                        Welcome and Sharing of the Peace 

Opening Song  “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” LSB 901 

Open now thy gates of beauty; 

Zion, let me enter there, 

Where my soul in joyful duty 

Waits for Him who answers prayer. 

Oh, how blessèd is this place, 

Filled with solace, light, and grace! 

Gracious God, I come before Thee; 

Come Thou also unto me. 

Where we find Thee and adore Thee, 

There a heav’n on earth must be. 

To my heart, O enter Thou; 

Let it be Thy temple now! 

Here Thy praise is gladly chanted; 

Here Thy seed is duly sown. 

Let my soul, where it is planted, 

Bring forth precious sheaves alone, 

So that all I hear may be 

Fruitful unto life in me. 

Thou my faith increase and quicken; 

Let me keep Thy gift divine, 

Howsoe’er temptations thicken; 

May Thy Word still o’er me shine 

As my guiding star through life, 

As my comfort in all strife. 
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Speak, O God, and I will hear Thee; 

Let Thy will be done indeed. 

May I undisturbed draw near Thee 

While Thou dost Thy people feed. 

Here of life the fountain flows; 

Here is balm for all our woes. 
Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672–1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

Invocation  LSB 184 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination 

P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You 

that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against 

You by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your 

infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for 

us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our 

sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and 

of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your 

grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given 

His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those 
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who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God 

and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall 

be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

P I will sing of steadfast love and justice; 
C to you, O Lord, I will make music. 
P Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! 
C Serve the Lord with gladness! Come into his presence with singing! 
P Know that the Lord, he is God! 

C It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep 
of his pasture. 

P Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! 
C Give thanks to him; bless his name! 
P For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, 
C and his faithfulness to all generations.  

Gloria Patri (Sung)  LSB 186 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was 
in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy (Sung)  LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy 
upon us. 

Song of Praise (Sung)  LSB 187 

P Glory be to God on High, 
C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. We praise Thee, we bless 

Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy 
great glory. O Lord God, heav'nly King, God the Father Almighty. O 
Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, 
Son of the Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy 
upon us. Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon 
us. For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. Thou only, O Christ, 
with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father.  
Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
P Let us pray together… 
C    O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, 

leave us not without consolation but send us the Spirit of truth whom 
You promised from the Father; for You live and reign with Him and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

First Reading 1 Peter 5:6-11 
6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the 

proper time he may exalt you, 7 casting all your anxieties on him, because he 

cares for you. 8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil 

prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 Resist 

him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being 

experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. 10 And after you have 

suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal 

glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish 

you. 11 To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia (Sung)  LSB 190 

C Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

Gospel Reading Matthew 5:43-48 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

 
 

43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate 

your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who 

persecute you, 45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For 

he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just 
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and on the unjust. 46 For if you love those who love you, what reward do you 

have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet only 

your brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles 

do the same? 48 You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is 

perfect. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 
whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I 
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Message Song  “Your Hand, O Lord, in Days of Old” LSB 846 

Your hand, O Lord, in days of old 

Was strong to heal and save; 

It triumphed over ills and death, 

O’er darkness and the grave. 
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To You they came, the blind, the mute, 

The palsied and the lame, 

The lepers in their misery, 

The sick with fevered frame. 

Your touch then, Lord, brought life and health, 

Gave speech and strength and sight; 

And youth renewed and frenzy calmed 

Revealed You, Lord of light. 

And now, O Lord, be near to bless, 

Almighty as before, 

In crowded street, by beds of pain, 

As by Gennes’ret’s shore. 

O be our great deliv’rer still, 

The Lord of life and death; 

Restore and quicken, soothe and bless, 

With Your life-giving breath. 

To hands that work and eyes that see 

Give wisdom’s healing pow’r 

That whole and sick and weak and strong 

May praise You evermore. 
Text: Edward H. Plumptre, 1821–91, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

Message “Release Through the Conversation” 

Offering 
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you 

directly to our donation site.  

Offering Song - Sung  LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit 
from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me 
with Thy free spirit. Amen.  



Page | 7 

Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly meet, right, and proper … Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and singing: 

Holy, Holy, Holy (Sung)  LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav'n and earth are full of Thy 
glory. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He, blessed 
is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna, 
hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Lord's Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:  LSB 196 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. 

 

 

The Words of Our Lord  LSB 197 

The Peace of the Lord  LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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Lamb of God (Sung)  LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have 
mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of 
the world, have mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest 
away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace.  Amen. 

Distribution of the Holy Sacrament 
The Lord gave this Holy Sacrament to His Church so that His followers might receive His love and 

forgiveness in a visible, tangible way. When the Church celebrates this Sacrament, believers are also 

making a public declaration of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 11:26). Holy Communion is 

offered every Sunday at St. John Lutheran, but because it is possible to receive the Lord’s Supper to 

one’s detriment (1 Cor. 11:27-29), we ask all who wish to partake of it to examine themselves as 

follows: 

1. Do I believe that I am a sinner and therefore deserve God’s punishment? 

2. Am I truly sorry that by my sins I have offended God? 

3. Do I believe that God accepts the death of Jesus as payment for my sins and therefore forgives 

my sins for Jesus’ sake alone and not because of any goodness or effort on my part? 

4. Do I intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to turn from my sins? 

5. Do I seek to forgive others as God has forgiven me? 

6. Do I believe Christ’s own Word that His body and blood are truly given and received in and 

with the bread and wine (Matt. 26:26-28)? 

If you have been baptized into the Christian faith and can answer “yes” to the above questions, you 

are invited to receive Holy Communion with the assurance of all the blessings Scripture promises. 

Distribution Hymn           “Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way” LSB 857 

Lord, help us walk Your servant way 

Wherever love may lead 

And, bending low, forgetting self, 

Each serve the other’s need. 

You came to earth, O Christ, as Lord, 

But pow’r You laid aside. 

You lived Your years in servanthood; 

In lowliness You died. 
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No golden scepter but a towel 

You place within the hands 

Of those who seek to follow You 

And live by Your commands. 

You bid us bend our human pride 

Nor count ourselves above 

The lowest place, the meanest task 

That waits the gift of love. 

Lord, help us walk Your servant way 

Wherever love may lead 

And, bending low, forgetting self, 

Each serve the other’s need. 

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007 
Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002579 

Song of Simeon (Sung)  LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy 
word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared 
before the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory 
of Thy people Israel. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Ghost, as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end.  Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Blessing  LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 

Closing Song  “Onward, Christian Soldiers” LSB 662 

Onward, Christian soldiers,  Marching as to war, 

With the cross of Jesus  Going on before. 

Christ, the royal master,  Leads against the foe; 

Forward into battle 

See His banners go! Refrain 

ref Onward, Christian soldiers, 

Marching as to war, 

With the cross of Jesus 

Going on before. 

Like a mighty army  Moves the Church of God; 

Brothers, we are treading  Where the saints have trod. 

We are not divided,  All one body we, 

One in hope and doctrine, 

One in charity. Refrain 

Crowns and thrones may perish,  Kingdoms rise and wane, 

But the Church of Jesus  Constant will remain. 

Gates of hell can never   ’Gainst that Church prevail; 

We have Christ’s own promise, 

And that cannot fail. Refrain 

Onward, then, ye faithful,  Join our happy throng, 

Blend with ours your voices  In the triumph song: 

Glory, laud, and honor  Unto Christ, the king; 

This through countless ages 

Men and angels sing. Refrain 
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