
 

 
 

             April 6, 2023 – Maundy Thursday 

Welcome 
to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service. We are so glad you 

have chosen to join us today and we pray your time with us will fill you with the love 

our Lord has for you.  

Today’s service includes the Lord’s Supper. If you are a first-time visitor and wish to 

receive Holy Communion, please speak with one of our Elders or myself prior to service. 

 

May God bless your worship with us today, 

Paul Kruse, Pastor 

E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com               Mobile: 989-992-6030 
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Compelled by the Love of Christ to Live, Learn, Share, and 
Serve’  

Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of Christian 
faith in our community, to all generations, wherever they 

may be’  

As We Gather 

Service Setting for Today Divine Service Four (pp 203ff) 

A Time of Preparation 

Prelude   

Welcome and Sharing of the Peace 

Opening Song  “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain” LSB 435 

Come to Calv’ry’s holy mountain, 

Sinners, ruined by the fall; 

Here a pure and healing fountain 

Flows for you, for me, for all, 

In a full, perpetual tide, 

Opened when our Savior died. 

Come in poverty and meanness, 

Come defiled, without, within; 

From infection and uncleanness, 

From the leprosy of sin, 

Wash your robes and make them white; 

Ye shall walk with God in light. 

Come in sorrow and contrition, 

Wounded, impotent, and blind; 

Here the guilty, free remission, 

Here the troubled, peace may find. 

Health this fountain will restore; 

They that drink shall thirst no more, 
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They that drink shall live forever; 

 ’Tis a soul-renewing flood. 

God is faithful; God will never 

Break His covenant of blood, 

Signed when our Redeemer died, 

Sealed when He was glorified. 

Invocation  LSB 203 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together 

as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly 

Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful 

to me, a sinner. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination 

P Almighty God, 

C Have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your 

children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and 

richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our 

midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 
   

P Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; 

C our God is merciful. 

P I love the Lord, because he has heard 

C my voice and my pleas for mercy. 

P Because he inclined his ear to me, 

C therefore I will call on him as long as I live. 

P The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; 

C I suffered distress and anguish. 

P Then I called on the name of the Lord: 

C “O Lord, I pray, deliver my soul!” 

P Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; 

C our God is merciful. 

Lord, Have Mercy (Sung)  LSB 204 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

 P   Let us pray together…  

C O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a remembrance 

of Your passion. Grant that we may so receive the sacred mystery of 

Your body and blood that the fruits of Your redemption may 

continually be manifest in us; for You live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

First Reading Exodus 12:1-14 
1 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 “This month shall 

be for you the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the year for 

you. 3 Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month 

every man shall take a lamb according to their fathers' houses, a lamb for a 

household. 4 And if the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his 

nearest neighbor shall take according to the number of persons; according to 

what each can eat you shall make your count for the lamb. 5 Your lamb shall 
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be without blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from the sheep or from 

the goats, 6 and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, when 

the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at 

twilight. 7 “Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two 

doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8 They shall eat the 

flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with unleavened bread and bitter herbs 

they shall eat it. 9 Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted, its 

head with its legs and its inner parts. 10 And you shall let none of it remain 

until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. 11 In 

this manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, 

and your staff in your hand. And you shall eat it in haste. It is the LORD's 

Passover. 12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will 

strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the 

gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD. 13 The blood shall be 

a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will 

pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I strike the 

land of Egypt. 14 “This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep 

it as a feast to the LORD; throughout your generations, as a statute forever, you 

shall keep it as a feast. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading                                                           Matthew 26:17-29 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the twenty-sixth chapter 

C Glory to You, O Lord.  
17 Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, 

saying, “Where will you have us prepare for you to eat the Passover?” 18 He 

said, “Go into the city to a certain man and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, 

My time is at hand. I will keep the Passover at your house with my 

disciples.’” 19 And the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they 

prepared the Passover. 20 When it was evening, he reclined at table with the 

twelve. 21 And as they were eating, he said, “Truly, I say to you, one of you 

will betray me.” 22 And they were very sorrowful and began to say to him 
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one after another, “Is it I, Lord?” 23 He answered, “He who has dipped his 

hand in the dish with me will betray me. 24 The Son of Man goes as it is 

written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It 

would have been better for that man if he had not been born.” 25 Judas, who 

would betray him, answered, “Is it I, Rabbi?” He said to him, “You have 

said so.” 26 Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it 

broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 
27 And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, 

saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28 for this is my blood of the covenant, which 

is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you I will not 

drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with 

you in my Father's kingdom.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

Nicene Creed  LSB 206 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 

of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 

very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 

whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came 

down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 

the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 

together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I 

believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 

Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 
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Children’s Message 

Message Song                                  “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” LSB 761 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 

Let me hide myself in Thee; 

Let the water and the blood, 

From Thy riven side which flowed, 

Be of sin the double cure: 

Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r. 

Not the labors of my hands 

Can fulfill Thy Law’s demands; 

Could my zeal no respite know, 

Could my tears forever flow, 

All for sin could not atone; 

Thou must save, and Thou alone. 

Nothing in my hand I bring; 

Simply to Thy cross I cling. 

Naked, come to Thee for dress; 

Helpless, look to Thee for grace; 

Foul, I to the fountain fly; 

Wash me, Savior, or I die. 

While I draw this fleeting breath, 

When mine eyelids close in death, 

When I soar to worlds unknown, 

See Thee on Thy judgment throne, 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 

Let me hide myself in Thee. 
Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740–78 

Text: Public domain 

Message “Holy Food“ 
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Offering 
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you 

directly to our donation site. 

Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and proper . . . Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and singing: 

Holy, Holy, Holy (Sung)  LSB 208 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; Heav'n and earth with full 
acclaim shout the glory of Your name. Sing hosanna in the highest, sing 
hosanna to the Lord; Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the 
Lord. 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 209 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord  LSB 162 

The Peace of the Lord  LSB 209 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

Lamb of God  LSB 210 
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C O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; O 
Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

Distribution of the Holy Sacrament 
The Lord gave this Holy Sacrament to His Church so that His followers might receive His love and 

forgiveness in a visible, tangible way. When the Church celebrates this Sacrament, believers are also 

making a public declaration of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 11:26). Holy Communion is 

offered every Sunday at St. John Lutheran, but because it is possible to receive the Lord’s Supper to 

one’s detriment (1 Cor. 11:27-29), we ask all who wish to partake of it to examine themselves as 

follows: 

1. Do I believe that I am a sinner and therefore deserve God’s punishment? 

2. Am I truly sorry that by my sins I have offended God? 

3. Do I believe that God accepts the death of Jesus as payment for my sins and therefore forgives 

my sins for Jesus’ sake alone and not because of any goodness or effort on my part? 

4. Do I intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to turn from my sins? 

5. Do I seek to forgive others as God has forgiven me? 

6. Do I believe Christ’s own Word that His body and blood are truly given and received in and 

with the bread and wine (Matt. 26:26-28)? 

If you have been baptized into the Christian faith and can answer “yes” to the above questions, you 

are invited to receive Holy Communion with the assurance of all the blessings Scripture promises. 

 

Distribution Song                             “Go to Dark Gethsemane” LSB 436 

Go to dark Gethsemane, 

All who feel the tempter’s pow’r; 

Your Redeemer’s conflict see, 

Watch with Him one bitter hour; 

Turn not from His griefs away; 

Learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 

Follow to the judgment hall, 

View the Lord of life arraigned; 

Oh, the wormwood and the gall! 

Oh, the pangs His soul sustained! 

Shun not suff’ring, shame, or loss; 

Learn from Him to bear the cross. 

Calv’ry’s mournful mountain climb; 

There, adoring at His feet, 
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Mark that miracle of time, 

God’s own sacrifice complete. 

“It is finished!” hear Him cry; 

Learn from Jesus Christ to die. 

Early hasten to the tomb 

Where they laid His breathless clay; 

All is solitude and gloom. 

Who has taken Him away? 

Christ is ris’n! He meets our eyes. 

Savior, teach us so to rise. 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854 

Text: Public domain 

Song of Simeon (Sung)  LSB 211 

C O Lord, now let Your servant Depart in heav'nly peace, For I have seen 

the glory Of Your redeeming grace: A light to lead the Gentiles Unto 

Your holy hill, The glory of Your people, Your chosen Israel. 

All glory to the Father, All glory to the Son, All glory to the Spirit, 

Forever Three in One; For as in the beginning, Is now, shall ever be, 

God's triune name resounding Through all eternity. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

P Let us pray… We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Blessing 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

The Stripping of the Altar 
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The congregation leaves in silence when the lights come up 

 

 

Sermon Notes  
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