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Welcome 
to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service. 

We are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your 

time with us will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.  

 

May God bless your worship with us today, 
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Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of 
Christian faith in our community, to all 

generations, wherever they may be’ 
 

As We Gather 

First Sunday in Lent Divine Service Three (pp 184ff) 

A Time of Preparation                                                            Prelude 

Welcome and Sharing of the Peace 

Opening Song “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” LSB 657 

A mighty fortress is our God, A sword and shield victorious; 

He breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod  And wins salvation glorious. 

The old satanic foe  Has sworn to work us woe. 

With craft and dreadful might He arms himself to fight. 

On earth he has no equal. 

No strength of ours can match his might. We would be lost, rejected. 

But now a champion comes to fight, Whom God Himself elected. 

You ask who this may be? The Lord of hosts is He, 

Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, God’s only Son, adored. 

He holds the field victorious. 

Though hordes of devils fill the land  All threat’ning to devour us, 

We tremble not, unmoved we stand;  They cannot overpow’r us. 

Let this world’s tyrant rage;  In battle we’ll engage. 

His might is doomed to fail; God’s judgment must prevail! 

One little word subdues him. 

God’s Word forever shall abide,  No thanks to foes, who fear it; 

For God Himself fights by our side  With weapons of the Spirit. 

Were they to take our house,  Goods, honor, child, or spouse, 

Though life be wrenched away, They cannot win the day. 

The Kingdom’s ours forever! 
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Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978; Martin Luther, 1483–1546 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 

110002579 

Invocation  LSB 184 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination 

P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You 

that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against 

You by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your 

infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for 

us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our 

sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and 

of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your 

grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given 

His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those 

who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God 

and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall 

be saved.   Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 
P When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; 

C I will rescue him and honor him. 

P With long life I will satisfy him 

C and show him my salvation. 

P Because you have made the Lord your dwelling place— 

C the Most High, who is my refuge— 

P no evil shall be allowed to befall you, 

C no plague come near your tent. 

P For he will command his angels concerning you 

C to guard you in all your ways. 

P On their hands they will bear you up, 

C     lest you strike your foot against a stone. 

P You will tread on the lion and the adder; 

C the young lion and the serpent you will trample  underfoot. 

Glory be to the Father (Sung)  LSB 186 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was 

in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy (Sung)  LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy 

upon us. 

Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

P Let us pray together… 

C O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and 

brought them to the promised land. Guide the people of Your Church 

that following our Savior we may walk through the wilderness of this 

world toward the glory of the world to come; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.               Amen. 

First Reading Genesis 3:1-13 
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1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the 

LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You 

shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the 

serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, 

‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, 

neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, 

“You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes 

will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So 

when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 

delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she 

took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was 

with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew 

that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made 

themselves loincloths.8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking 

in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves 

from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the 

LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 And he 

said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was 

naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? 

Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The 

man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of 

the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this 

that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I 

ate.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading Matthew 4:1-11 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter. 
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1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by 

the devil. 2 And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 
3 And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, 

command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is 

written, “‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes 

from the mouth of God.’”5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and set 

him on the pinnacle of the temple 6 and said to him, “If you are the Son of 

God, throw yourself down, for it is written,“‘He will command his angels 

concerning you,’ and “‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike 

your foot against a stone.’”7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You 

shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 8 Again, the devil took him to a 

very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their 

glory. 9 And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down 

and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is 

written, “‘You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you 

serve.’” 11 Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were 

ministering to him. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Apostles' Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 

day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come 

to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life  everlasting. Amen. 

Children’s Message 
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Message Song “O Christ, You Walked the Road” LSB 424 

O Christ, You walked the road Our wand’ring feet must go. 

You faced with us temptation’s pow’r 

And fought our ancient foe. 

No bread of earth alone Can fill our hung’ring hearts. 

Lord, help us seek Your living Word, 

The food Your grace imparts. 

No blinding sign we ask, No wonder from above. 

Lord, help us place our trust alone 

In Your unswerving love. 

When lures of easy gain With promise brightly shine, 

Lord, help us seek Your kingdom first; 

Our wills with Yours align. 

O Christ, You walked the road Our wand’ring feet must go. 

Stay with us through temptation’s hour 

To fight our ancient foe. 
Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007 

Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002579 

Message “Confronting Temptation” 

Offering 
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you 

directly to our donation site. 

Offering Song - Sung  LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from 

me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy 

free spirit.  Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 196 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
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C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

Blessing  LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

 

Closing Song                                       “Jesus, Lead Thou On” LSB 718 

Jesus, lead Thou on Till our rest is won; 

And although the way be cheerless, 

We will follow calm and fearless. 

Guide us by Thy hand To our fatherland. 

If the way be drear, If the foe be near, 

Let not faithless fears o’ertake us; 

Let not faith and hope forsake us; 

For through many_a woe To our home we go. 

When we seek relief From a long-felt grief, 

When temptations come alluring, 

Make us patient and enduring. 

Show us that bright shore Where we weep no more. 

Jesus, lead Thou on Till our rest is won. 

Heav’nly leader, still direct us, 

Still support, console, protect us, 

Till we safely stand In our fatherland. 
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