
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 15, 2023 

Compelled by the Love of Christ to Live,  
Learn, Share, and Serve’  

 

 
St. John 
Lutheran 
Church 

Missouri Synod 
2888 W Houghton 

Lake Dr 
Houghton Lake, MI 

48629 
989-366-5164 

www.stjohnhl.com 
office@stjohnhl.com 

Welcome 
to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service. 

We are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your 

time with us will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.  

Today’s service includes the Lord’s Supper. If you are a first-time 

visitor and wish to receive Holy Communion, please speak with one 

of our Elders or myself prior to service. 

 

May God bless your worship with us today, 

Paul Kruse, Pastor 

E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com         Mobile: 989-992-6030 

http://www.stjohnhl.com/
mailto:paul@stjohnhl.com
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Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of 
Christian faith in our community, to all 

generations, wherever they may be’  

As We Gather 
Service Setting for Today Divine Service Three (pp 184ff) 

A Time of Preparation 

Prelude 

Welcome and Sharing of the Peace 

Opening Song  “Thy Strong Word”  LSB 578 

Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; 

At Thy speaking it was done. 

For created light we thank Thee, 

While Thine ordered seasons run. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Alleluia without end! 

Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness, 

Dark as night and deep as death, 

Broke the light of Thy salvation, 

Breathed Thine own life-breathing breath. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Alleluia without end! 

Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 

Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 

Throats that shout the hope that fills us, 

Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
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May the light which Thou dost send 

Fill our songs with alleluias, 

Alleluias without end! 

God the Father, light-creator, 

To Thee laud and honor be. 

To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 

Praise be sung eternally. 

Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 

Glory, glory be to Thee. 

Mortals, angels, now and ever 

Praise the holy Trinity! 
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76 

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002579 

Invocation  LSB 184 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination 

P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You 

that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against 

You by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your 

infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for 

us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our 

sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and 
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of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your 

grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given 

His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those 

who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God 

and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall 

be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

P Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in 
your sight, 

C O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. 
P The heavens declare the glory of God, 
C and the sky above proclaims his  handiwork. 
P Day to day pours out speech, 
C and night to night reveals knowledge. 
P There is no speech, nor are there words, 
C whose voice is not heard. 
P Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, and their words to the 

end of the world. 
C In them he has set a tent for the sun. 

Gloria Patri (Sung)  LSB 186 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was 
in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy (Sung)  LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy 

upon us. 

Song of Praise (Sung)  LSB 187 

P Glory be to God on High, 
C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. We praise Thee, we bless 

Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy 
great glory. O Lord God, heav'nly King, God the Father Almighty. O 
Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, 
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Son of the Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy 
upon us. Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon 
us. For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. Thou only, O Christ, 
with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father.  
Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
P Let us pray together… 
C Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things in heaven and on 

earth, mercifully hear the prayers of Your people and grant us Your 
peace through all our days; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.   Amen. 

First Reading Isaiah 42:1-9 
1 Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 

I have put my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
2 He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; 
3 a bruised reed he will not break, and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; 

  he will faithfully bring forth justice. 4 He will not grow faint or be discouraged till 

he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his law. 
5 Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, 

 who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the 

people on it and spirit to those who walk in it: 6 “I am the LORD; I have called you 

in righteousness; I will take you by the hand and keep you; I will give you as a 

covenant for the people, a light for the nations, 7 to open the eyes that are blind, 

to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in 

darkness. 8 I am the LORD; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my 

praise to carved idols. 9 Behold, the former things have come to pass, and new 

things I now declare; before they spring forth I tell you of them.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia (Sung)  LSB 190 

C Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

Gospel Reading Luke 2:22-35 

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke the second chapter. 

 

22 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, 

they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written 

in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy 

to the Lord”) 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the 

Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in 

Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, 

waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it 

had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before 

he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and 

when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the 

custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 
29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 

    according to your word; 
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 
31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

    and for glory to your people Israel.” 
33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 And 

Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is 

appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is 

opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts 

from many hearts may be revealed.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 
whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I 
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

Children’s Message 

Message Song  “Lord of Our Life” LSB 659 

Lord of our life and God of our salvation, 

Star of our night and hope of ev’ry nation: 

Hear and receive Your Church’s supplication, 

Lord God Almighty. 

See round Your ark the hungry billows curling; 

See how Your foes their banners are unfurling 

And with great spite their fiery darts are hurling, 

O Lord, preserve us. 

Lord, be our light when worldly darkness veils us; 
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Lord, be our shield when earthly armor fails us; 

And in the day when hell itself assails us, 

Grant us Your peace, Lord: 

Peace in our hearts, where sinful thoughts are raging, 

Peace in Your Church, our troubled souls assuaging, 

Peace when the world its endless war is waging, 

Peace in Your heaven. 
Text: Matthäus Apelles von Löwenstern, 1594–1648; tr. Philip Pusey, 1799–1855, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

Message “Light to the Gentiles” 

Offering 
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you 

directly to our donation site. 

  

Offering Song - Sung  LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit 
from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me 
with Thy free spirit. Amen.  

Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly meet, right, and proper … Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and singing: 

Holy, Holy, Holy (Sung)  LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav'n and earth are full of Thy 
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glory. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He, blessed 
is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna, 
hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Lord's Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:  LSB 196 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. 

 

 

The Words of Our Lord  LSB 197 

The Peace of the Lord  LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

Lamb of God (Sung)  LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have 
mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of 

the world, have mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest 
away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace.  Amen. 

Distribution of the Holy Sacrament 
The Lord gave this Holy Sacrament to His Church so that His followers might receive His love and 

forgiveness in a visible, tangible way. When the Church celebrates this Sacrament, believers are also 

making a public declaration of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 11:26). Holy Communion is 

offered every Sunday at St. John Lutheran, but because it is possible to receive the Lord’s Supper to 
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one’s detriment (1 Cor. 11:27-29), we ask all who wish to partake of it to examine themselves as 

follows: 

1. Do I believe that I am a sinner and therefore deserve God’s punishment? 

2. Am I truly sorry that by my sins I have offended God? 

3. Do I believe that God accepts the death of Jesus as payment for my sins and therefore forgives 

my sins for Jesus’ sake alone and not because of any goodness or effort on my part? 

4. Do I intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to turn from my sins? 

5. Do I seek to forgive others as God has forgiven me? 

6. Do I believe Christ’s own Word that His body and blood are truly given and received in and 

with the bread and wine (Matt. 26:26-28)? 

If you have been baptized into the Christian faith and can answer “yes” to the above questions, you 

are invited to receive Holy Communion with the assurance of all the blessings Scripture promises. 

Distribution Hymn                           “Your Table I Approach” LSB 628 

Your table I approach; 

Dear Savior, hear my prayer. 

Let not an unrepentant heart 

Prove hurtful to me there. 

Lord, I confess my sins 

And mourn their wretched bands; 

A contrite heart is sure to find 

Forgiveness at Your hands. 

Your body and Your blood, 

Once slain and shed for me, 

Are taken at Your table, Lord, 

In blest reality. 

Search not how this takes place, 

This wondrous mystery; 

God can accomplish vastly more 

Than what we think could be. 

O grant, most blessèd Lord, 

That earth and hell combined 

May not about this sacrament 

Raise doubt within my mind. 
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Oh, may I never fail 

To thank You day and night 

For Your true body and true blood, 

O God, my peace and light. 

Text: Gerhard Wolter Molanus, 1633–1722; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

Song of Simeon (Sung)  LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy 
word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared 

before the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory 
of Thy people Israel. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Ghost, as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end.  Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Blessing  LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
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Closing Song  “I Love Your Kingdom, Lord” LSB 651 

I love Your kingdom, Lord, 

The place of Your abode, 

The Church our blest Redeemer saved 

With His own precious blood. 

Beyond my highest joy 

I prize its heav’nly ways, 

Its sweet communion, solemn vows, 

Its hymns of love and praise. 

Sure as Your truth shall last, 

To Zion shall be giv’n 

The brightest glories earth can yield 

And brighter bliss of heav’n. 

Text: Timothy Dwight, 1752–1817, alt. 

Text: Public domain 
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