
 
 
 

 

December 21, 2022 

Welcome 
to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service. We are so 

glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your time with us will fill 

you with the love our Lord has for you.  

 

 

May God bless your worship with us today, 

Paul Kruse, Pastor 

E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com               Mobile: 989-992-6030 
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Service Setting for Today Divine Service Four (pp 203ff) 

A Time of Preparation 

Prelude  

Welcome and Sharing of the Peace 

Opening Hymn  “Arise, O Christian People”  LSB 354 

Arise, O Christian people! 

Prepare yourselves today; 

Prepare to greet the Savior, 

Who takes your sins away. 

To us by grace alone 

The truth and light were given; 

The promised Lord from heaven 

To all the world is shown. 

Prepare the way before Him; 

Prepare for Him the best. 

Cast out what would offend Him, 

This great, this heav’nly guest. 

Make straight, make plain the way: 

The lowly valleys raising, 

The heights of pride abasing, 

His path all even lay. 

The humble heart and lowly 

God raises up on high; 

Beneath His feet in terror 

The haughty soul shall lie. 

The heart sincere and right, 

That heeds God’s invitation 

And makes true preparation— 

It is the Lord’s delight. 

 



Page | 2 

Prepare my heart, Lord Jesus; 

Turn not from me aside, 

And help me to receive You 

This blessèd Adventtide. 

From stall and manger low 

Come now to dwell within me; 

I’ll sing Your praises gladly 

And forth Your glory show. 

Text: Valentin Thilo, 1607–62; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–74, alt Text: Public domain 

Invocation  LSB 203 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 

another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot 

free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take 

refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for 

the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

P Almighty God, 

C Have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

P Merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and 

gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive 

us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven 

our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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First Reading Psalm 104:1-4 
1 Bless the LORD, O my soul! 

  O LORD my God, you are very great! 

  You are clothed with splendor and majesty, 
2   covering yourself with light as with a garment, 

    stretching out the heavens like a tent. 
3 He lays the beams of his chambers on the waters; 

  he makes the clouds his chariot; 

  he rides on the wings of the wind; 
4 he makes his messengers winds, 

    his ministers a flaming fire. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Reading                                                        Revelation 21:22-27 

22 And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the 

Almighty and the Lamb. 23 And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine 

on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 By its 

light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory 

into it, 25 and its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night 

there. 26 They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. 27 But 

nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or 

false, but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia  LSB 205 

C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Gospel Reading Matthew 24:29-31 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the twenty-fourth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

29 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, 

and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and 
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the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 30 Then will appear in heaven the 

sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, 

and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with 

power and great glory. 31 And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet 

call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of 

heaven to the other. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

Apostles' Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come 
to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life  everlasting. Amen. 

Children's Message  

Message Hymn  “Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending” LSB 336 

Lo! He comes with clouds descending, 

Once for ev’ry sinner slain; 

Thousand thousand saints attending 

Swell the triumph of His train: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Christ the Lord returns to reign. 

Ev’ry eye shall now behold Him 

Robed in glorious majesty; 

Those who set at naught and sold Him, 

Pierced and nailed Him to the tree, 

Deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 
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Shall their true Messiah see. 

Those dear tokens of His passion 

Still His dazzling body bears, 

Cause of endless exultation 

To His ransomed worshipers. 

With what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture 

Gaze we on those glorious scars! 

Yea, amen, let all adore Thee, 

High on Thine eternal throne; 

Savior, take the pow’r and glory, 

Claim the kingdom as Thine own. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Thou shalt reign, and Thou alone! 

Message “Heavenly Light” 

Offering 
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you 

directly to our donation site.  

Prayer of the Church 

Lord's Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

Blessing 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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Closing Hymn  “Thy Word is a Lamp” LSB 973 

ref Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 

And a light unto my path. 

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 

And a light unto my path. 

 

When I feel afraid, think I’ve lost my way, 

Still You’re there right beside me. 

And nothing will I fear as long as You are near. 

Please be near me to the end. Refrain 

I will not forget Your love for me, and yet 

My heart forever is wandering. 

Jesus, be my guide and hold me to Your side; 

And I will love You to the end. Refrain 

Text: Amy Grant, 1960 
Text: © 1984 Meadowgreen Music Company, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 

License no. 110002579 
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