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December 18, 2022

Welcome

to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service.
We are so glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your
time with us will fill you with the love our Lord has for you.

Today's service includes the Lord’s Supper. If you are a first-time
visitor and wish to receive Holy Communion, please speak with one
of our Elders or myself prior to service.

May God bless your worship with us today,
Paul Kruse, Pastor

E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com Mobile: 989-992-6030

Compelled by the Love of Christ to Live,
Learn, Share, and Serve’


http://www.stjohnhl.com/
mailto:paul@stjohnhl.com

Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of
Christian faith in our commuanity, to all
generations, wherever they may be’

As We Gather

Service Setting for Today Divine Service Three (pp 184ff)
A Time of Preparation
Prelude

Welcome and Sharing of the Peace

Opening Song “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming" 1B 359
Lo, how a rose e’er blooming
From tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse's lineage coming
As prophets long have sung,
It came, a flow'ret bright,
Amid the cold of winter,
When half-spent was the night.

Isaiah "twas foretold it,
The rose | have in mind;
With Mary we behold it,
The virgin mother kind.
To show God's love aright,
She bore to us a Savior,
When half-spent was the night.

This flow'r, whose fragrance tender
With sweetness fills the air,
Dispels with glorious splendor
The darkness ev'rywhere.
True man, yet very God,

From sin and death He saves us
And lightens ev'ry load.
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O Savior, child of Mary,
Who felt our human woe;

O Savior, King of glory,
Who dost our weakness know:
Bring us at length we pray
To the bright courts of heaven,
And to the endless day.

Text: Public domain

Invocation LSB 184

P)

In the name of the Father and of the & Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Confession and Forgiveness

P

RERE

=

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God'’s Word and self-examination

Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You
that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against
You by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your
infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for
us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our
sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and
of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your
grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given
His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those
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who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God
and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall
be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all.

Amen.
Service of the Word
®)  Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down,
that the mountains might quake at your presence.
®) | wait for the Lord, my soul waits,
and in his word | hope;
®)  my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning,
more than watchmen for the morning.
®) O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love,
and with him is plentiful redemption.
®  And he will redeem lIsrael
from all his iniquities.
Gloria Patri (Sung) LSB 186

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was
in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy (Sung) LSB 186
Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy
upon us.

Prayer of the Day

®) The Lord be with you.

And with thy spirit.

) Let us pray together...

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that
the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and
mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading Isaiah 7:10-17

10 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz: ' “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it
be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 2 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I
will not put the LORD to the test.” 1 And he said, “Hear then, O house of
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David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God
also? ! Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin
shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. '* He shall
eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the
good. % For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the
good, the land whose two kings you dread will be deserted. ' The LORD will
bring upon you and upon your people and upon your father's house such
days as have not come since the day that Ephraim departed from Judah—the
king of Assyria!”

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Alleluia (sung) LSB 190
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Gospel Reading Matthew 1:18-25
P . The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the first chapter.
| |
o
U |

|
|
Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother
Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. ' And her husband Joseph,
being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her
quietly. 2 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to
take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy
Spirit. 2! She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will
save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord
had spoken by the prophet:
23 «Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,

and they shall call his name Immanuel”
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(which means, God with us). 2 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the
angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not
until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.

P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
! |
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Nicene Creed

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by
whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And |
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 1 acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life ¥ of the world to come. Amen.

Children’s Message

Message Song “0O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” LSB 357

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear. Refrain
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ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!

O come, O come, Thou Lord of might,
Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height
In ancient times didst give the Law

In cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain

O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain

O come, Desire of nations, bind

In one the hearts of all mankind;

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, K&ln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66,
alt.Text: Public domain

Message “Mission Reset”
Offering (5] 7% ]
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you o .
directly to our donation site. O

Offering Song - sung LSB 192
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit
from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me
with Thy free spirit. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.

RER
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] Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

@) It is truly meet, right, and proper ... Therefore with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and singing:

Holy, Holy, Holy (Sung) LSB 195

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav'n and earth are full of Thy
glory. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He, blessed
is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna,
hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Lord's Prayer

[P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: LSB 196

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us

from evil.
9 1 | } i
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For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
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The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
The Peace of the Lord LSB 197
@n The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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Lamb of God (sung) LSB 198

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have

mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of

the world, have mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest
away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen.

Distribution of the Holy Sacrament

The Lord gave this Holy Sacrament to His Church so that His followers might receive His love and
forgiveness in a visible, tangible way. When the Church celebrates this Sacrament, believers are also
making a public declaration of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 11:26). Holy Communion is
offered every Sunday at St. John Lutheran, but because it is possible to receive the Lord’s Supper to
one’s detriment (1 Cor. 11:27-29), we ask all who wish to partake of it to examine themselves as
follows:

1. Do | believe that | am a sinner and therefore deserve God'’s punishment?

2. Am | truly sorry that by my sins | have offended God?

3. Dol believe that God accepts the death of Jesus as payment for my sins and therefore forgives
my sins for Jesus’ sake alone and not because of any goodness or effort on my part?

4. Do | intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to turn from my sins?

5. Do I seek to forgive others as God has forgiven me?

6. Do | believe Christ's own Word that His body and blood are truly given and received in and
with the bread and wine (Matt. 26:26-28)?

If you have been baptized into the Christian faith and can answer “yes” to the above questions, you
are invited to receive Holy Communion with the assurance of all the blessings Scripture promises.

Distribution Hymn “0 Little Town of Bethlehem” (S5 367
O little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by;
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary,
And, gathered all above
While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wond'ring love.
O morning stars, together
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Proclaim the holy birth,
And praises sing to God the king
And peace to all the earth!

How silently, how silently
The wondrous gift is giv'n!
So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of His heav'n.
No ear may hear His coming;
But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him, still

The dear Christ enters in.

O holy Child of Bethlehem,
Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in,
Be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Immanuel!

Song of Simeon (Sung)

LSB 199

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy
word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared
before the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory
of Thy people Israel. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the
Holy Ghost, as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world

without end. Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Blessing LSB 202
P] The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and & give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men
Closing Song “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” LSB 338

Come, Thou long-expected Jesus,
Born to set Thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us;
Let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth Thou art,
Dear desire of ev'ry nation,
Joy of ev'ry longing heart.

Born Thy people to deliver;
Born a child and yet a king!
Born to reign in us forever,
Now Thy gracious kingdom bring.
By Thine own eternal Spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone;
By Thine all-sufficient merit
Raise us to Thy glorious throne.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt.
Text: Public domain
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Sermon Notes
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