
 
 
 
 

December 14, 2022 

Welcome 
to St. John Lutheran Church and our Traditional Worship Service. We are so 

glad you have chosen to join us today and we pray your time with us will fill 

you with the love our Lord has for you.  

 

 

 

May God bless your worship with us today, 

Paul Kruse, Pastor 

E-mail: paul@stjohnhl.com               Mobile: 989-992-6030 

 
Compelled by the Love of Christ to Live, 

Learn, Share, and Serve’  
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Our Vision is to inspire the vibrant experience of 
Christian faith in our community, to all 

generations, wherever they may be’  

Service Setting for Today Divine Service Four (pp 203ff) 

A Time of Preparation 

Prelude  

Welcome and Sharing of the Peace 

Opening Hymn  “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” LSB 411 

I want to walk as a child of the light. 

I want to follow Jesus. 

God set the stars to give light to the world. 

The star of my life is Jesus. Refrain 

ref In Him there is no darkness at all. 

The night and the day are both alike. 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

I want to see the brightness of God. 

I want to look at Jesus. 

Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path, 

And show me the way to the Father. Refrain 

I’m looking for the coming of Christ. 

I want to be with Jesus. 

When we have run with patience the race, 

We shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain 

Text: Kathleen Thomerson, 1934 

Text: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002579 
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Invocation  LSB 203 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 

another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot 

free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take 

refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for 

the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

P Almighty God, 

C Have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

P Merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and 

gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive 

us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven 

our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

  

First Reading Acts 9:1-9 
1 But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the 

Lord, went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at 

Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he 

might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as he went on his way, he 

approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven shone around him. 
4 And falling to the ground, he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why 



Page | 3 

are you persecuting me?” 5 And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he 

said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6 But rise and enter the city, 

and you will be told what you are to do.” 7 The men who were traveling with 

him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. 8 Saul rose from 

the ground, and although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led 

him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9 And for three days he 

was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia  LSB 205 

C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Gospel Reading Matthew 17:1-9 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the seventeenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

1 And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his 

brother, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2 And he 

was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes 

became white as light. 3 And behold, there appeared to them Moses and 

Elijah, talking with him. 4 And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we 

are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you and one for 

Moses and one for Elijah.” 5 He was still speaking when, behold, a bright 

cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my 

beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” 6 When the 

disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. 7 But Jesus 

came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” 8 And when they 

lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only. 9 And as they were 

coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one the 

vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.”  
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

Apostles' Creed 
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C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come 
to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life  everlasting. Amen. 

Children's Message  

Message Hymn  “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies” LSB 873 

Christ, whose glory fills the skies, 

Christ, the true and only light, 

Sun of righteousness, arise; 

Triumph o’er the shades of night. 

Dayspring from on high, be near; 

Daystar, in my heart appear. 

Dark and cheerless is the morn 

Unaccompanied by Thee; 

Joyless is the day’s return 

Till Thy mercy’s beams I see, 

Till they inward light impart, 

Glad my eyes, and warm my heart. 

Visit then this soul of mine, 

Pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 

Fill me, radiancy divine, 

Scatter all my unbelief; 

More and more Thyself display, 

Shining to the perfect day. 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88 

Text: Public domain 
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Message “Glimpses of Light” 

Offering 
Would you like to give online? Scan the QR code and it will take you 

directly to our donation site.  

Prayer of the Church 

Lord's Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

Blessing 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C Amen. 

Closing Hymn  “Beautiful Savior” LSB 537 

Beautiful Savior,   

King of creation, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

Truly I’d love Thee, 

Truly I’d serve Thee, 

Light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

Fair are the meadows,   

Fair are the woodlands, 

Robed in flow’rs of blooming spring; 

Jesus is fairer, 

Jesus is purer, 

He makes our sorr’wing spirit sing. 
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Fair is the sunshine,   

Fair is the moonlight, 

Bright the sparkling stars on high; 

Jesus shines brighter, 

Jesus shines purer 

Than all the angels in the sky. 

Beautiful Savior,  

 Lord of the nations, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

Glory and honor, 

Praise, adoration 

Now and forevermore be Thine! 

Text: Münsterisch Gesangbuch, 1677, Münster; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823–1904 

Text: Public domain 
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